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March 12,2024

The Honorable Lisa Marten, Chair
and Members

Committee on Human Services
House of Representatives
415 South Beretania Street, Room 329
Honolulu, Hawai'i 96813

Dear Chair Maften and lt/embers:

SUBJECT: Senate Bill No. 2305, S.D. 2, Relating to tt/issing Persons

I am Andre Peters, Captain of the Criminal lnvestigation Division of the Honolulu
Police Department (HPD), City and County of Honolulu.

The HPD opposes Senate Bill No. 2305, S.D. 2, Relating to Missing Persons

ln 2005, the MAILE AMBER Alert program was established in Honolulu and,
since then, we utilized it twice, most recently on February 13,2024. The strict criteria
placed on this program prevent misuse and the oversaturation of alefts. ln 2022, along
with the HPD's Missing Persons Detail, I began working on updating our practices to be
consistent with national standards. Our procedures were severely outdated, and we
were not utilizing the available resources and technology. We consulted with a former
coordinator of the AMBER Alert program for the state of California and received
valuable insight to ensure that the program would be successful and to review some of
the pitfalls that we may encounter in the future.

There are approximately 11 different types of alefts that some states have
adopted on top of the AMBER Alert. All of these alefts have significance within their
specific communities, and passing this bill will allow other groups to advocate for the
addition of another alert to the existing program. lf these additional alerts are added, it
will greatly diminish the importance of the core reason for the program, which is to
locate and recover abducted children. The oversaturation of alerts may cause the
public to be desensitized and turn off notifications on their personal electronic devices
under the Wireless Emergency Alert (WEA) system.

Serving With Integrity, Respect, Fairness, and the Aloha Spirit
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The Honorable Lisa Marten, Chair
and Members

Page 2
March 12,2024

On February 13, 2024, the HPD utilized all of the tools mentioned in this bill. The
two children were located in less than ten minutes once the aleft was activated. lt has
taken nearly two years to get to this point, however, the program still needs
improvements. We have two fulltime detectives assigned to the Missing Persons Detail
and the recent activation of the MAILE AMBER Alert required no additional funds.

Statistically, the HPD has done an excellent job in locating individuals over the
age of 65. Since 2020, the HPD had more than 100 cases per year with a closure rate
of 99 percent. There were approximately 20 individuals who were found deceased
before the missing person's report was made. Only one was found deceased after the
report was made.

The HPD is successful in our current efforts to locate our keiki and k0puna. The
investigating agency should be the one to put out the alert because the information
comes in quickly and time is of the essence. Sharing information with an outside
agency will only delay the safe recovery efforts.

The HPD urges you to oppose Senate Bil! No. 2305, S.D. 2, Relating to Missing
Persons.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

Sincerely,

And re rs, Captain
Criminal lnvestigation Division

APPROVED:

Arthur J
Chief of lice
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Louis Erteschik Hawaii Disability Rights 
Center Support Remotely Via 

Zoom 
 
 
Comments:  

  

At the House Hearing on the companion  measure I referenced a personal experience where I 
saw what happened when a person with dementia wandered off and I saw the lack of 
coordination between the Police Department and others who were trying to find this person. It is 
clear to me that a mechanism such as a Silver Alert is needed and would improve our efforts to 
keep such people safe. 

  

 



 

 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

THE THIRTY-SECOND LEGISLATURE 
REGULAR SESSION OF 2024 

 
COMMITTEE ON HUMAN SERVICES 

Rep. Lisa Marten, Chair 
Rep. Terez Amato, Vice Chair 

 
Tuesday, March 12, 2024, 9:15 AM 

Conference Room 329 & Videoconference 
 

Re: Testimony on SB2305, SD2 – RELATING TO MISSING PERSONS 
 
Chair Marten, Vice Chair Amato, and Members of the Committee: 
 
The United Public Workers, AFSCME Local 646, AFL-CIO (“UPW”) is the exclusive bargaining representative for 
approximately 14,000 public employees, which includes blue collar, non-supervisory employees in Bargaining 
Unit 1 and institutional, health, and correctional employees in Bargaining Unit 10, in the State of Hawaii and 
various counties.  
 
UPW supports SB2305, SD2, which establishes, and appropriates funds for, a Silver Alert program within the 
Department of Law Enforcement to help locate and safeguard missing persons who are sixty-five years of age 
or older, cognitively impaired, or developmentally disabled.   
 
The growing number Alzheimer’s disease cases, as well as other forms of dementia, represents a health crisis 
that is currently impacting tens of thousands of families across the State.  By next year, the number of people 
living with Alzheimer’s disease is expected to rise to over 36,000.   
 
Furthermore, a person with dementia may not remember his or her name or address—and can become 
disoriented, even in familiar places.  Six in ten people with dementia will wander at some point.   
 
Silver Alert or similar programs have been established in 37 states and the District of Columbia.  Hawaii is one 
of the few states that does not have a public notification system that can aid in the recovery of missing 
persons with a cognitive impairment.  UPW believes that a Silver Alert program is desperately needed to 
ensure our State can protect these individuals.  
 
Mahalo for the opportunity to testify on this measure.  
  
 Sincerely,  

 
 
 
Kalani Werner 
State Director 

,1 ó_

3

"HF
UNITED PUBLICWORKERS

. þ,_,_____

HEADQUARTERS HAWAII KAUAI MAUI 1.866.454.4166
1426 North School Street 362 East Lanikaula Street 2970 Kele Street, Suite 213 841 Kolu Street Toll Free - Molokai/Lanai only
Honolulu, Hawaii 96817-1914 Hilo, Hawaii 96720-4336 Lihue, Hawaii 96766-1803 Wailuku, Hawaii 96793-1436
Phone 808.847.2631 Phone 808.961.3424 Phone 808.245.2412 Phone 808.244.0815
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HAWAII GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION
AFSCME Local 152, AFL-CIO

RANDY PERREIRA, Executive Director . Tel: 808.543.0011 . Fax: 808.528.0922

AFSCME
LOCAL 152, AFt-CtO

The Thirty-Second Legislature, State of Hawaii
House of Representatives

Committee on Human Services

Testimony by
Hawaii Government Employees Association

March 12,2024

S.B. 2305, S.D. 2 - RELATING TO MISSING PERSONS

The Hawaii Government Employees Association, AFSCME Local 152, AFL-CIO supports
the purpose and intent of S.B. 2305, S.D. 2 which establishes a silver alert program within
the Department of Law Enforcement to help locate and safeguard missing persons who
are sixty-five years of age or older, cognitively impaired, or developmentally disabled.

It is imperative that we look-out for the safety and wellbeing of our kupuna and if they go
missing it is critical that they be found as soon as possible. lmplementing a silver alert
program provides law enforcement with better tools to locate and rescue our kupuna.
Community awareness and involvement can aid law enforcement by providing criticaland
lightning-fast information on the whereabouts of a kupuna, which can be extremely
beneficial in the unfortunate event that they go missing.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in support of S.B. 2305, S.D. 2

Respectfully submitted,

a

Randy tra
Executive Director

'@*"

888 MILILANI STREET, SUITE 401 HONOLULU, HAWAII 96813-2991

t,,_,\__ HAWAII GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION
P AFSCME Local 152, AFL-CIO

RANDY PERREIRA, Executive Director - Tel: 808 543.0011 - Fax: 808.528.0922

A F S C M E
LOCAL 152. AFL-CIO

The Thirty-Second Legislature, State of Hawaii
House of Representatives

Committee on Human Services

Testimony by
Hawaii Government Employees Association

March 12, 2024

S.B. 2305. S.D. 2 ð RELATING TO MISSING PERSONS

The Hawaii Government Employees Association, AFSCME Local 152, AFL-CIO supports
the purpose and intent of S.B. 2305, S.D. 2 which establishes a silver alert program within
the Department of Law Enforcement to help locate and safeguard missing persons who
are sixty-five years of age or older, cognitively impaired, or developmentally disabled.

It is imperative that we look-out for the safety and wellbeing of our kupuna and if they go
missing it is critical that they be found as soon as possible. Implementing a silver alert
program provides law enforcement with better tools to locate and rescue our kupuna.
Community awareness and involvement can aid law enforcement by providing critical and
lightning-fast information on the whereabouts of a kupuna, which can be extremely
beneficial in the unfortunate event that they go missing.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in support of S.B. 2305, S.D. 2.

Respectfully submitted,

731722
Randy Pe reira
Executive Director
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