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remember his or her name or address—and can become disoriented, even in familiar places. Six 1 

in ten people with dementia will wander at some point.  2 

Establishing a silver alert program that can quickly alert the public about the missing person is 3 

critical to find and help vulnerable individuals with Alzheimer’s and/or dementia and individuals 4 

with cognitive impairments and/or developmental disabilities.    5 

Recommendation:  EOA strongly supports the intent of this measure and defers to the 6 

Department of Law Enforcement for implementation.  7 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.  8 
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March 27,2024

The Honorable Kyle T. Yamashita, Chair
and Members

Committee on Finance
House of Representatives
415 South Beretania Street, Room 308
Honolulu, Hawai'i 96813

Dear Chair Yamashita and Members

SUBJECT: Senate Bill No. 2305, S.D. 2, H.D.2, Relating to Missing Persons

I am Vince Legaspi, Acting Captain of the Criminal lnvestigation Division of the
Honolulu Police Department (HPD), City and County of Honolulu.

The HPD supports with concerns Senate Bill No. 2305, S.D. 2, H.D.2, Relating
to Missing Persons.

ln 2005, the MAILE ATMBER Alert program was established in Honolulu and since
then, we utilized it twice, most recently on February 13,2024. The strict criteria placed
on this program prevent misuse and the oversaturation of alefts. ln 2022, the HPD's
Missing Persons Detail began working on updating our practices to be consistent with
national standards. Our procedures were severely outdated, and we were not utilizing
the available resources and technology, The lVlissing Persons Detail consulted with a
former coordinator of the AMBER Alert program for the state of California and received
valuable insight to ensure that the program would be successful and to review some of
the pitfalls that we may encounter in the future.

There are approximately 11 different types of alerts that some states have
adopted on top of the AMBER Alert. All of these alefts have significance within their
specific communities, and passing this bill will allow other groups to advocate for the
addition of another alert to the existing program. lf these additional alefts are added, it
will greatly diminish the importance of the core reason for the program, which is to
locate and recover abducted children. The oversaturation of alefts may cause the
public to be desensitized and turn off notifications on their personal electronic devices
under the Wireless Emergency Alerl (WEA) system.

Seri:ing ll'ith Integrit.\', Re.sfect, F'trirnc.rs. irud thc ,'lloha Spirit
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The Honorable Kyle T. Yamashita, Chair
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On February 13,2024, the HPD utilized all of the tools mentioned in this bill. The
two children were located in less than ten minutes once the alert was activated. lt has
taken nearly two years to get to this point, however, the program still needs
improvements, We have two fulltime detectives assigned to the Missing Persons Detail
and the recent activation of the MAILE AMBER Alert required no additional funds.

Statistically, the HPD has done an excellent lob in locating individuals over the
age of 65. Since 2020, the HPD had more than 100 cases per year with a closure rate
of 99 percent. There were approximately 20 individuals who were found deceased
before the missing person's report was made. Only one was found deceased after the
repod was made.

The HPD is successful in our current efforts to locate our keiki and ktipuna. The
investigating agency should be the one to put out the alert because the information
comes in quickly and time is of the essence. Sharing information with an outside
agency will only delay the safe recovery efforts.

The HPD supports with concerns Senate Bill No. 2305, S.D. 2, H.D. 2, Relating
to Missing Persons.

Sincerely,

Vince Legaspi, Acting Captain
Criminal lnvestigation Division

APPROVED:

Arthur ogan
Chief Police

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.



 

 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

THE THIRTY-SECOND LEGISLATURE 
REGULAR SESSION OF 2024 

 
COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 

Rep. Kyle T. Yamashita, Chair 
Rep. Lisa Kitagawa, Vice Chair 

 
Wednesday, March 27, 2024, 3:30 PM 

Conference Room 308 & Videoconference 
 

Re: Testimony on SB2305, SD2, HD2 – RELATING TO MISSING PERSONS 
 
Chair Yamashita, Vice Chair Kitagawa, and Members of the Committee: 
 
The United Public Workers, AFSCME Local 646, AFL-CIO (“UPW”) is the exclusive bargaining representative for 
approximately 14,000 public employees, which includes blue collar, non-supervisory employees in Bargaining 
Unit 1 and institutional, health, and correctional employees in Bargaining Unit 10, in the State of Hawaii and 
various counties.  
 
UPW supports SB2305, SD2, HD2, which establishes, and appropriates funds for, a Silver Alert program within 
the Department of Law Enforcement to help locate and safeguard missing persons who are sixty-five years of 
age or older, cognitively impaired, or developmentally disabled.   
 
The growing number Alzheimer’s disease cases, as well as other forms of dementia, represents a health crisis 
that is currently impacting tens of thousands of families across the State.  By next year, the number of people 
living with Alzheimer’s disease is expected to rise to over 36,000.   
 
Furthermore, a person with dementia may not remember his or her name or address—and can become 
disoriented, even in familiar places.  Six in ten people with dementia will wander at some point.   
 
Silver Alert or similar programs have been established in 37 states and the District of Columbia.  Hawaii is one 
of the few states that does not have a public notification system that can aid in the recovery of missing 
persons with a cognitive impairment.  UPW believes that a Silver Alert program is desperately needed to 
ensure our State can protect these individuals.  
 
Mahalo for the opportunity to testify on this measure.  
  
 Sincerely,  

 
 
 
Kalani Werner 
State Director 
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Louis Erteschik Hawaii Disability Rights 
Center Support In Person 

 
 
Comments:  

At previous Hearings on this issue I referenced a personal experience where I saw what 
happened when a person with dementia wandered off and I saw the lack of coordination between 
the Police Department and others who were trying to find this person. It is clear to me that a 
mechanism such as a Silver Alert is needed and would improve our efforts to keep such people 
safe. An aunt of some close friends of mine was missing for over 24 hours. A police report had 
been filed with HPD and there was a television alert regarding her. Yet, HPD came upon her 
only because she walked into a beauty salon and the proprietor called the police. In her purse, 
thankfully, was a note to call her niece if she were ever found. That was why she was 
successfully re-united with her family. Despite the Missing Person Report and the TV spot, HPD 
never made any connection with the fact that they were supposed to be looking for this woman. 
So, clearly the current system has some gaps and holes and a Silver Alert would have to help 
remedy that situation. 

I was quite surprised to see the opposition testimony of HPD at the recent hearing before the 
House Committee on Judiciary and Hawaiian Affairs. They apparently feel this Silver Alert will 
confuse the current Amber Alert. Yet, they indicated that the Amber Alert has been used merely 
two or three times in the past twenty years. It is inconceivable that this would interfere with that. 
I would expect the Police Department to welcome any tool that will assist them in finding lost 
kupuna. 

We hope that the Legislature will pass this measure notwithstanding the concern of HPD and we 
hope that as the session progresses HPD will see the wisdom and value of ths project. 

  

 



 

 
7192 Kalanianaole Highway, Suite A143A, PMB 226, Honolulu, HI  96825-1832 

www.hawaiipublichealth.org   info@hawaiipublichealth.org  

 
 
March 25, 2024 
 
To: COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY & HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS 

Rep. David A. Tarnas, Chair 
Rep. Gregg Takayama, Vice Chair 
 

Re:   SUPPORT of SB 2305 SD2, HD2 - Relating to Missing Persons (Silver Alert Program) 
 
Hrg: Wednesday, March 27th, 3:30 PM 
 
The Hawai‘i Public Health Association (HPHA) is a group of over 450 community members, public health 
professionals, and organizations statewide dedicated to improving public health. Our mission is to promote public 
health in Hawai‘i through leadership, collaboration, education and advocacy. Additionally, HPHA aims to call 
attention to issues around social justice and equity in areas that extend beyond the traditional context of health (e.g., 
education, digital equity, cultural sensitivity), which can have profound impacts on health equity and well-being. 
Therefore, as stewards of public health, HPHA is also advocating for equity in all policies. 
 
HPHA supports SB 2305 SD2, HD2 as the bill aims to establish a silver alert program to help locate and safeguard 
missing persons who are sixty-five years of age or older, cognitively impaired, or developmentally disabled. 
 
By next year, the number of people living with Alzheimer’s disease is expected to rise to over 36,000. A person with 
dementia may not remember his or her name or address—and can become disoriented, even in familiar places. Six 
in ten people with dementia will wander at some point. When individuals with dementia are lost, they may show 
signs of anxiety, fear, or hostility—all of which can escalate to more aggressive behaviors. As the disease progresses 
and individuals with dementia forget family members and societal norms, there may be cases of false reports and 
victimization, indecent exposure, and shoplifting. 
 
Hawaii is one of the few states in the nation that does not have a formalized silver alert. HPHA strongly supports 
SB 2305 SD2, HD2 and respectfully asks that you pass this measure. Thank you for the opportunity to provide 
testimony on this important public health issue.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Holly Kessler 
Executive Director 



��
��
�0�D�U�F�K��������������������
��
�7�K�H���+�R�Q�R�U�D�E�O�H���.�\�O�H���7�����<�D�P�D�V�K�L�W�D�����&�K�D�L�U����
�7�K�H���+�R�Q�R�U�D�E�O�H���/�L�V�D���.�L�W�D�J�D�Z�D�����9�L�F�H���&�K�D�L�U��
�+�R�X�V�H���&�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H���R�Q���)�L�Q�D�Q�F�H������ ��
��
�5�H���� �6�%�������������6�'�����+�'�����±���5�(�/�$�7�,�1�*���7�2���0�,�6�6�,�1�*���3�(�5�6�2�1�6��
��
�'�H�D�U���&�K�D�L�U���<�D�P�D�V�K�L�W�D�����9�L�F�H���&�K�D�L�U���.�L�W�D�J�D�Z�D�����D�Q�G���0�H�P�E�H�U�V���R�I���W�K�H���&�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H����
��
�+�D�Z�D�L�L���0�H�G�L�F�D�O���6�H�U�Y�L�F�H���$�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q�����+�0�6�$�����D�S�S�U�H�F�L�D�W�H�V���W�K�H���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�\���W�R���W�H�V�W�L�I�\���L�Q���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���R�I��
�6�%�������������6�'�����+�'�������Z�K�L�F�K���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�V���D���V�L�O�Y�H�U���D�O�H�U�W���S�U�R�J�U�D�P���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H���'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W���R�I���/�D�Z��
�(�Q�I�R�U�F�H�P�H�Q�W���W�R���K�H�O�S���O�R�F�D�W�H���D�Q�G���V�D�I�H�J�X�D�U�G���P�L�V�V�L�Q�J���S�H�U�V�R�Q�V���Z�K�R���D�U�H���V�L�[�W�\���I�L�Y�H���\�H�D�U�V���R�I���D�J�H���R�U��
�R�O�G�H�U�����F�R�J�Q�L�W�L�Y�H�O�\���L�P�S�D�L�U�H�G�����R�U���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W�D�O�O�\���G�L�V�D�E�O�H�G����
��
�7�K�H���$�O�]�K�H�L�P�H�U�
�V���$�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q���H�V�W�L�P�D�W�H�V���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�U�H���Z�H�U�H�����������������R�O�G�H�U���D�G�X�O�W�V�����������\�H�D�U�V���D�Q�G���R�O�G�H�U����
�O�L�Y�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���$�O�]�K�H�L�P�H�U�
�V���G�L�V�H�D�V�H���L�Q���+�D�Z�D�L�
�L���L�Q�������������Z�L�W�K���D���S�U�R�M�H�F�W�H�G�����������������L�Q���W�K�D�W���G�H�P�R�J�U�D�S�K�L�F��
�E�\�����������������:�H���D�S�S�U�H�F�L�D�W�H���W�K�H���H�I�I�R�U�W�V���R�I���W�K�H���O�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�X�U�H���W�R���K�H�O�S���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���Q�R�W���R�Q�O�\���R�X�U���.�X�S�X�Q�D�����E�X�W��
�W�K�H�L�U���I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V���D�Q�G���F�D�U�H�J�L�Y�H�U�V���D�V���Z�H�O�O�����6�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K�H�Q�L�Q�J���W�K�H���K�H�D�O�W�K���D�Q�G���Z�H�O�O���E�H�L�Q�J���R�I���+�D�Z�D�L�L���L�V���R�X�U��
�V�K�D�U�H�G���S�U�L�R�U�L�W�\����
��
�7�K�D�Q�N���\�R�X���I�R�U���W�K�H���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�\���W�R���W�H�V�W�L�I�\���L�Q���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���R�I���W�K�L�V���P�H�D�V�X�U�H������
��
��
�6�L�Q�F�H�U�H�O�\����
��

��
�'�D�Z�Q���.�X�U�L�V�X��
�$�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�W���9�L�F�H���3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W��
�&�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���D�Q�G���*�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���5�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V��







�����������/�,�/�,�+�$���6�7�5�(�(�7�����6�7�(�������������_���+�2�1�2�/�8�/�8�����+�,��������������
�7���������������������������������_���3�$�5�.�,�1�6�2�1�6�+�$�:�$�,�,���2�5�*��

��

��
�7�H�V�W�L�P�R�Q�\���E�H�I�R�U�H���W�K�H���+�R�X�V�H��

�&�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H���R�Q���)�L�Q�D�Q�F�H��
��

�6�%���������������6�'���������+�'�������5�(�/�$�7�,�1�*���7�2���0�,�6�6�,�1�*���3�(�5�6�2�1�6��
��

�:�H�G�Q�H�V�G�D�\�����0�D�U�F�K��������������������
�&�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H���5�R�R�P����������

�6�W�D�W�H���&�D�S�L�W�R�O��
��

�%�\���*�O�H�Q���+�L�J�D�����3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W��
�+�D�Z�D�L�¶�L���3�D�U�N�L�Q�V�R�Q���$�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q��

��
�&�K�D�L�U���.�\�O�H���<�D�P�D�V�K�L�W�D�����9�L�F�H���&�K�D�L�U���/�L�V�D���.�L�W�D�J�D�Z�D�����D�Q�G���0�H�P�E�H�U�V���R�I���W�K�H���&�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H����
��
�7�K�H���+�D�Z�D�L�L���3�D�U�N�L�Q�V�R�Q���$�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q���V�W�U�R�Q�J�O�\���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�V���6�%���������������6�'�������+�'�����������7�K�H���S�X�U�S�R�V�H���R�I��
�W�K�L�V���E�L�O�O���L�V���W�R���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K���D���6�L�O�Y�H�U���$�O�H�U�W���S�U�R�J�U�D�P���P�R�G�H�O�H�G���D�I�W�H�U���W�K�H���$�0�%�(�5���$�O�H�U�W���3�U�R�J�U�D�P���W�R��
�K�H�O�S���O�R�F�D�W�H���D�Q�G���V�D�I�H�J�X�D�U�G���P�L�V�V�L�Q�J���S�H�U�V�R�Q�V���������\�H�D�U�V���R�I���D�J�H���R�U���R�O�G�H�U���Z�K�R���D�U�H���F�R�J�Q�L�W�L�Y�H�O�\��
�L�P�S�D�L�U�H�G���R�U���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W�D�O�O�\���G�L�V�D�E�O�H�G����
��
�3�D�U�N�L�Q�V�R�Q�¶�V���L�V���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���I�D�V�W�H�V�W���J�U�R�Z�L�Q�J���Q�H�X�U�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���G�L�V�H�D�V�H�V�����Z�L�W�K���V�R�P�H�R�Q�H���L�Q���W�K�H���8���6����
�G�L�D�J�Q�R�V�H�G���H�Y�H�U�\���V�L�[���P�L�Q�X�W�H�V�������,�Q���+�D�Z�D�L�L�����D�S�S�U�R�[�L�P�D�W�H�O�\���������������S�H�R�S�O�H���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���G�L�D�J�Q�R�V�H�G��
�Z�L�W�K���3�D�U�N�L�Q�V�R�Q�¶�V���D�Q�G���W�K�D�W���Q�X�P�E�H�U���L�V���H�[�S�H�F�W�H�G���W�R���G�R�X�E�O�H���E�\�����������������8�S���W�R�����������Z�L�O�O���D�O�V�R���V�X�I�I�H�U��
�I�U�R�P���F�R�J�Q�L�W�L�Y�H���L�P�S�D�L�U�P�H�Q�W���R�U���G�H�P�H�Q�W�L�D���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���R�I���3�D�U�N�L�Q�V�R�Q�¶�V���G�L�V�H�D�V�H�������$�Q�G���W�K�H�U�H���L�V���Q�R��
�F�X�U�H����
��
�6�L�[���\�H�D�U�V���D�J�R�����,���Z�D�V���G�L�D�J�Q�R�V�H�G���Z�L�W�K���\�R�X�Q�J���R�Q�V�H�W���3�D�U�N�L�Q�V�R�Q�¶�V���G�L�V�H�D�V�H���Z�K�L�F�K���P�H�D�Q�V���,���Z�D�V��
�G�L�D�J�Q�R�V�H�G���E�H�I�R�U�H���W�K�H���D�J�H���R�I�������������6�L�Q�F�H���P�\���G�L�D�J�Q�R�V�L�V�����,���O�H�I�W���P�\���F�D�U�H�H�U���D�V���D���V�D�O�H�V���H�[�H�F�X�W�L�Y�H����
�H�P�E�U�D�F�H�G���H�[�H�U�F�L�V�H���D�V���W�K�H�U�D�S�\���D�Q�G���K�D�Y�H���G�H�O�D�\�H�G���W�K�H���V�\�P�S�W�R�P�V���S�U�R�J�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q���W�R���W�K�H���S�R�L�Q�W��
�Z�K�H�U�H���,���D�P���Q�R�Z���D���I�L�W�Q�H�V�V���W�U�D�L�Q�H�U���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���H�[�F�O�X�V�L�Y�H�O�\���Z�L�W�K���S�H�R�S�O�H���Z�L�W�K���3�D�U�N�L�Q�V�R�Q�¶�V�����E�H�F�D�P�H��
�3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���R�I���+�D�Z�D�L�¶�L���3�D�U�N�L�Q�V�R�Q���$�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q�����U�H�V�X�P�H�G���S�O�D�\�L�Q�J���F�R�P�S�H�W�L�W�L�Y�H���V�R�I�W�E�D�O�O����
�S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���/�R�V���$�Q�J�H�O�H�V���'�R�G�J�H�U�V���$�G�X�O�W���%�D�V�H�E�D�O�O���&�D�P�S���D�Q�G���P�R�V�W���U�H�F�H�Q�W�O�\�����E�H�H�Q��
�V�H�O�H�F�W�H�G���W�R���G�H�O�L�Y�H�U���W�K�H���N�H�\�Q�R�W�H���V�S�H�H�F�K���D�W���W�K�H���3�D�U�N�L�Q�V�R�Q�¶�V���:�H�O�O�Q�H�V�V���5�H�F�R�Y�H�U�\���5�H�W�U�H�D�W���L�Q��
�7�X�F�V�R�Q�����$�=���L�Q���0�D�\����
��
�%�X�W���P�D�Q�\���R�W�K�H�U�V���D�U�H���Q�R�W���D�V���I�R�U�W�X�Q�D�W�H���D�V���,���D�P�����H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\���R�X�U���N�X�S�X�Q�D���Z�L�W�K���3�D�U�N�L�Q�V�R�Q�¶�V������
�3�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O���W�K�L�Q�N�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���P�H�P�R�U�\���F�K�D�Q�J�H�V���D�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K���3�D�U�N�L�Q�V�R�Q�¶�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H���I�R�U�J�H�W�I�X�O�Q�H�V�V����
�F�R�Q�I�X�V�L�R�Q���Z�K�L�O�H���G�R�L�Q�J���H�Y�H�U�\�G�D�\���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V�����O�D�F�N���R�I���M�X�G�J�P�H�Q�W�����S�D�U�D�Q�R�L�D�����D�Q�[�L�H�W�\����
�K�D�O�O�X�F�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����G�H�O�X�V�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O�L�W�\���F�K�D�Q�J�H�V����



��

��

����

�'�H�P�H�Q�W�L�D���L�Q���3�D�U�N�L�Q�V�R�Q�¶�V���Q�R�W���R�Q�O�\���D�I�I�H�F�W�V���W�K�H���S�D�W�L�H�Q�W�����L�W���D�O�V�R���F�D�Q���V�H�Y�H�U�H�O�\���L�P�S�D�F�W���W�K�H���F�D�U�H��
�S�D�U�W�Q�H�U���D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U���O�R�Y�H�G���R�Q�H�V�������&�D�U�H���S�D�U�W�Q�H�U���V�W�U�H�V�V�����E�X�U�Q�R�X�W���D�Q�G���V�W�U�D�L�Q���D�U�H���F�R�P�P�R�Q�O�\��
�D�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K���V�L�J�Q�L�I�L�F�D�Q�W���F�R�J�Q�L�W�L�Y�H���G�H�F�O�L�Q�H���L�Q���S�H�U�V�R�Q�V���Z�L�W�K���3�D�U�N�L�Q�V�R�Q�¶�V����
��
�$���S�H�U�V�R�Q���Z�L�W�K���3�D�U�N�L�Q�V�R�Q�¶�V���L�V���D�O�V�R���S�U�R�Q�H���W�R���Z�D�Q�G�H�U�L�Q�J�������2�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���O�L�W�W�O�H���N�Q�R�Z�Q���G�D�Q�J�H�U�V���R�I��
�Z�D�Q�G�H�U�L�Q�J���L�V���S�H�R�S�O�H���Z�L�W�K���3�D�U�N�L�Q�V�R�Q�¶�V���D�U�H���R�I�W�H�Q���R�Q���D���V�W�U�L�F�W���P�H�G�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���S�U�R�W�R�F�R�O���Z�L�W�K���G�R�V�H�V��
�U�H�T�X�L�U�H�G���W�R���E�H���W�D�N�H�Q���L�Q���D���W�L�P�H�O�\���P�D�Q�Q�H�U�������3�D�U�N�L�Q�V�R�Q�¶�V���P�H�G�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V���G�R���Q�R�W���F�X�U�H���W�K�H���F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q��
�E�X�W���U�D�W�K�H�U���P�L�Q�L�P�L�]�H���W�K�H���V�\�P�S�W�R�P�V���D�Q�G���D�O�O�R�Z���S�D�W�L�H�Q�W�V���W�R���F�R�Q�G�X�F�W���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V���R�I���G�D�L�O�\���O�L�Y�L�Q�J������
�'�H�O�D�\�L�Q�J���P�H�G�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V���E�\���D�V���O�L�W�W�O�H���D�V���R�Q�H���K�R�X�U���P�D�\���F�D�X�V�H���Z�R�U�V�H�Q�L�Q�J���P�R�W�R�U���V�\�P�S�W�R�P�V���V�X�F�K��
�D�V���W�U�H�P�R�U�V�����O�R�V�V���R�I���E�D�O�D�Q�F�H�����U�L�J�L�G�L�W�\���D�Q�G���Q�R�Q���P�R�W�R�U���V�\�P�S�W�R�P�V���V�X�F�K���D�V���F�R�Q�I�X�V�L�R�Q�����D�J�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q��
�D�Q�G���G�L�I�I�L�F�X�O�W�\���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�F�D�W�L�Q�J����
��
�,�Q���+�D�Z�D�L�¶�L���Z�H���W�D�N�H���F�D�U�H���R�I���H�D�F�K���R�W�K�H�U�����H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\���R�X�U���N�X�S�X�Q�D���D�Q�G���L�W���L�V���Y�L�W�D�O�O�\���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���W�K�D�W��
�Z�H���K�D�Y�H���D���V�\�V�W�H�P���L�Q���S�O�D�F�H���W�R���N�H�H�S���W�K�H�P���V�D�I�H�������+�D�Z�D�L�¶�L���L�V���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���I�H�Z���V�W�D�W�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q��
�W�K�D�W���G�R�H�V���Q�R�W���K�D�Y�H���D���I�R�U�P�D�O�L�]�H�G���V�\�V�W�H�P���L�Q���S�O�D�F�H�������:�H���V�W�U�R�Q�J�O�\���X�U�J�H���W�K�H���&�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H���W�R���S�D�V�V��
�W�K�L�V���E�L�O�O���W�R���H�Q�D�E�O�H���X�V���W�R���E�H�J�L�Q���W�R���S�X�W���R�Q�H���W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U����
��
��
�0�D�K�D�O�R���I�R�U���W�K�H���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�\���W�R���W�H�V�W�L�I�\����
��
��
�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B��
�7�K�H���+�D�Z�D�L�L���3�D�U�N�L�Q�V�R�Q���$�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q���L�V���D���O�R�F�D�O���D�O�O���Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U���Q�R�Q�S�U�R�I�L�W���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���Z�D�V��
�H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G���L�Q�����������������7�K�H���$�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q�¶�V���S�U�L�P�D�U�\���P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���L�V���W�R���S�R�V�L�W�L�Y�H�O�\���L�P�S�D�F�W���W�K�H���O�L�Y�H�V���R�I��
�W�K�R�V�H���D�I�I�H�F�W�H�G���E�\���3�D�U�N�L�Q�V�R�Q�¶�V���'�L�V�H�D�V�H���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�����H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�����S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V�����D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U��
�V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V����
��
��



 

Alzheimer’s Association - Hawaii 
677 Ala Moana Boulevard, Suite 301 

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 
alz.org/hawaii | 808.591.2771 

 

 
 
 

 
Testimony to the House Committee on Judiciary and Hawaiian Affairs 

Wednesday, March 27, 2024; 3:30 p.m. 
Hawaii State Capitol, Conference Room 308, and Videoconference 

 
 

RE: SENATE BILL 2305 SD2 HD2 – RELATING TO MISSING PERSONS 
 
Chair Kyle Yamashita, Vice Chair Lisa Kitagawa, and Members of the Committee: 
 
The Alzheimer’s Association–Aloha Chapter serves the residents of Hawaii to help all 
those facing Alzheimer’s disease and other dementias by providing local support groups 
and educational resources while advancing crucial research and public policy initiatives. 
We testify in STRONG SUPPORT of Senate Bill No. 2305 SD2 HD2 and offer amendments 
for your consideration. 

 
Alzheimer’s disease is a public health crisis across the country. In Hawaii, approximately 
29,000 individuals aged sixty-five and older live with Alzheimer’s disease. This figure is 
projected to increase to over 35,000 by next year. A person with dementia may not 
remember his or her name or address—and can become disoriented, even in familiar 
places. Six in ten people with dementia will wander at some point. When individuals with 
dementia are lost, they may show signs of anxiety, fear, or hostility—all of which can 
escalate to more aggressive behaviors. As the disease progresses and individuals with 
dementia forget family members and societal norms, there may be cases of false reports 
and victimization, indecent exposure, and shoplifting. 
 
The bill, as received by your Committee, would appropriate out of the general revenues of 
the State of Hawaii the sum of a blank amount or so much thereof for the fiscal year 
2024-2025 to the Department of Law Enforcement to establish a silver alert program to 
help locate and safeguard missing persons who are sixty-five years of age or older, 
cognitively impaired, or developmentally disabled. This will be made effective on July 1, 
3000. 
 
Our research indicates that Hawaii is the only state that does not have a formalized silver 
alert program. There is no federal funding or mandate for it. It is the onus of the state or 
jurisdiction to establish the alert in statute, policy, or procedure. Across the nation, we 
have seen varying population criteria used, which include an age requirement, cognitive 
impairment, or developmental disability. 
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During the interim before the 2024 Regular Session, the Alzheimer’s Association entered into discussions on a 
silver alert program with various community and business organizations, government agencies, and public and 
private sector unions, which is reflected in the testimony submitted on this measure and its companion, House 
Bill No. 1774. Among these stakeholders are the Department of Law Enforcement (DLE), the State Council on 
Developmental Disabilities, the Executive Office on Aging (EOA), Department of Transportation (HDOT), 
Department of Human Services (DHS), Hawaii Primary Care Association (HPCA), AARP Hawaii, Hawaii Family 
Caregiver Coalition, Papa Ola Lokahi, Hawaii Public Health Association (HPHA), Hawaii Public Health Institute 
(HIPHI), the Association of Hawaii Civic Clubs, Catholic Charities Hawaii, Hawaii Disability Rights Center, Kokua 
Council, Hawaii Parkinson Association (HPA), Epilepsy Foundation of Hawaii (EFH), Hawaii Association for 
Behavioral Analysis (HABA), Easterseals Hawaii, Hawaii Association for Retired Americans (HARA), Oahu Search 
and Rescue (OSAR), the Council for Native Hawaiian Advancement (CNHA), United Public Workers (UPW), 
Hawaii Government Employees Association (HGEA), UNITE HERE! Local 5, International Longshore and 
Warehouse Union (ILWU) Local 142, Hawaii Teamsters and Allied Workers Local 996, Ironworkers Local 625, 
and Chamber of Commerce Hawaii. All have supported the silver alert and understand the critical need for our 
communities.  
 
In addition, to learn from existing silver alert programs, the Alzheimer’s Association led discussions between 
Representative Cory Chun, DLE, the California Highway Patrol (CHP), the Arizona Department of Public Safety, 
and the New Jersey State Police. They all manage the Silver Alert program in their respective states or 
jurisdictions. Although their processes and criteria may differ, we learned that the program effectively assists 
with recovering missing vulnerable persons. California has six recognized types of alerts, all of which are 
managed by CHP’s Emergency Notification and Tactical Alert Center (ENTAC). In 2023, ENTAC issued 189 silver 
alerts. Of those, 181 were recovered, with 5 deceased. This staggering information validates the significance of 
a missing persons alert.  
 
The Alzheimer’s Association would like to provide the following comments respectfully:  

(1) Appropriate $250,000 to plan and implement the silver alert in Hawaii. 
 

(2) This bill shall take effect on July 1, 2024. 
 
The Alzheimer’s Association remains steadfast in its position to seek a comprehensive approach that 
addresses the needs of persons living with dementia and their families and effectively disseminates relevant 
information about missing individuals with Alzheimer’s disease or other dementias to the appropriate local 
law enforcement and community support networks. We ask you to pass Senate Bill No. 2305 SD2 HD2 with 
these amendments. 
 
Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. If you have questions, please contact Ron Shimabuku at 808.451.3410 
or rkshimabuku@alz.org.  
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Director, Public Policy and Advocacy  
Alzheimer’s Association – Hawaii 
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Comments:  

Testimony on Senate Bill No. 2305, Senate 
Draft 2, House Draft 2 

RELATING TO MISSING PERSONS  

Wednesday, March 27, 2024 at 3:30 pm 

Conference Room 308 & Videoconference 

State Capitol 

415 South Beretania Street 

  
Chair Kyle Yamashita, Vice Chair Lisa Kitagawa, and Members of the Committee: 

 
My name is Rielle Rasmussen, and I am the canine handler for Oahu Search and Rescue. I am in 
STRONG SUPPORT of Senate bill 2305. The bill aims to establish a silver alert program to help 
locate and safeguard vulnerable missing persons. I am here to voice the support of this bill both 
of my own accord and on behalf of Oahu Search and Rescue. 
Let me start by saying that yes, I do have personal experience with being the sole caregiver of 
family members of advanced age and whom were afflicted by memory loss. 
 I know what its like to call to check in when they are supposed to be home, only to have the 
phone ring without answer. I know the build of anxiety as you wait for a call back that doesnt 
come. I know very well the panic and hysteria as you race down the freeway to their home, while 
thinking the worst and praying that youre wrong. I am also FORTUNATE enough to know the 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/415+South+Beretania+Street?entry=gmail&source=g


knee weakening relief that comes from flying open their door and finding them sitting at home 
safe and sound. But what if they werent? What would I do? Would anyone help me? These are 
the unfathomable questions I asked myself after every episode. 
It is these questions, and the underacknowledged reality of their answers that I am here to testify 
about. I was lucky enough not to have to face the horror of an endangered loved one truly going 
missing, but so many families here on Oahu have not been so lucky. Others have been lucky 
enough to have their loved ones return on their own or are able to find them through community 
searches. The problem is just that. We are relying on LUCK as the primary solution to a serious 
and growing danger to our Kupuna. It is unacceptable that someone who meets the criteria of an 
endangered adult can go missing and that there is no appropriately scaled, proactive response in 
place to come to their immediate aid. Due to this lack of response and resource I started looking 
for my own ways to help this ever growing part of our community. 
As a search and rescue canine handler I train specifically for walk away scenarios and have been 
priveleged to join in the search for some of Oahus missing. I have searched both with OSAR and 
privately. This past October, I received notice that a Mililani man with Dementia had gone 
missing from his home, and that his family was desperately seeking any assistance they could get 
in searching for him. This mans name is William Burr. It was 8 days past when I was made 
aware of Williams disappearance. The most crucial time to search is within the first four hours of 
someone going missing. Every hour that passes drops the probability of finding them alive 
significantly. 
I was able to reach out to Williams family, and despite the immense odds against us being able to 
help that late in the timeline, they met with me and my canine immediately at the place William 
was last seen. Using Williams worn tshirt, my canine and I worked for 2 hours every day for 6 
days straight in bits and pieces. She followed whatever scent she could find until we 
unfortunately lost his trail completely. On our searches we handed out fliers and spoke to local 
residents and frequenters of the area. It was shocking to see first hand, that despite William Burr 
being on crimestoppers, most of the people I spoke to had no knowledge that someone was 
missing at all. 

Search for a person in itself is an emergency, and quick and decisive reaction time is key. The 24 
hours or so that passed between William going missing and the information being made public 
lost any "unknowing witnesses" we may have had in helping to 
find him. These are not statistics...these are people. That few percent of "un closed" cases? That's 
someone mother or father....someone's grandparent or friend. The lack of resources available to 
search for William from the time he walked away until the time he was located is heartbreaking. 
If there had been an immediate response and appropriate resources deployed there is a good 
chance that the outcome of Williams search may have been very different. The fact that there is 
nothing in place in Hawaii to at least give our Kupuna and their families the best chance of 
coming home 
 is unacceptable. 
We in Hawaii as a whole are almost immune to seeing someone walking in a daze down the 
middle of the road. It seems it is common practice to turn away from someone muttering to 
themselves and acting strangely, when another look and a few seconds of attention could easily 
alert us to the fact that something isnt right. We NEED the Silver Alert in Hawaii. We need it to 
make us aware as a community. To reset our viewpoint when our daily lives program us to walk 
past and not notice the old woman or man walking alone and seeming out of place. We need it to 



set up deployable action based resources so that these families arent left to plead for help and to 
search alone. We need to stop depending on luck and be proactive in protecting our Kupuna and 
other endangered adults. On behalf of myself, and Oahu Search and Rescue We strongly request 
that Senate Bill 2305 be passed. 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify! 
Rielle C. Rasmussen Honolulu, Hawaii rrasmussen753@gmail.com 
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SB-2305-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/25/2024 2:44:43 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 3/27/2024 3:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ed werner  Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I fully support this bill  

 



SB-2305-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/25/2024 2:45:37 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 3/27/2024 3:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Elijah Werner  Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I fully support this bill 

 



SB-2305-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/25/2024 2:46:24 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 3/27/2024 3:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Johnny Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I fully support this bill 

 



SB-2305-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/25/2024 2:47:04 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 3/27/2024 3:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

pua auwae Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I fully support this bill 

 



SB-2305-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/25/2024 2:48:27 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 3/27/2024 3:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Paula Werner Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I fully support this bill 

 





SB-2305-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/25/2024 8:13:06 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 3/27/2024 3:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lena Suzuki Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

My name is Lena Suzuki, and I am in STRONG SUPPORT of SB2305. The bill aims to 
establish a silver alert program to help locate and safeguard missing persons who are sixty-five 
years of age or older, cognitively impaired, or developmentally disabled. 

 





 

Hawaii is one of the few states in the nation that does not have a formalized silver alert. I request 
that SB2305 be passed. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify! 

  

Nancy Rose 

Pukalani, Hawaii 





  

I request that SB 2305 be passed, it is long overdue. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify! 

Ohad Amidor, 

Haiku, HI 

Amidor@hawaii.edu 
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SB-2305-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/25/2024 9:59:42 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 3/27/2024 3:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

BLYTH KOZUKI  Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Testimony on Senate Bill No. 2305, Senate Draft 2, House Draft 2 

RELATING TO MISSING PERSONS 

Wednesday, March 27, 2024 at 3:30 pm 

Conference Room 308 & Videoconference 

State Capitol 

415 South Beretania Street 

Chair Kyle Yamashita, Vice Chair Lisa Kitagawa, and Members of the Committee: 

 My name is Blyth Kozuki, and I am in STRONG SUPPORT of SB2305. The bill aims to 
establish a silver alert program to help locate and safeguard missing persons who are sixty-five 
years of age or older, cognitively impaired, or developmentally disabled. 

When someone goes missing, locating them quickly ensures the best outcome.  Missing seniors 
may need daily medication to stabilize their health.  They may be victimized by criminals 
because of their age and vulnerability.  Their absence is traumatizing to their family and 
friends.  I can think of nothing more tragic than a senior who is located too late to save and 
passes alone, scared and suffering.  This situation requires acting immediately. 

Establishing a silver alert mobilizes the entire community to locate the missing person.  More 
eyes everywhere multiplies community resources to locate the missing senior.  Hawaii has no 
formal program or mechanism to accomplish this.   Hawaii has an aging population so the 
frequency of missing seniors would be expected to increase.  Hawaii cares for its kupuna so it is 
imperative to pass SB2305 this session. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify! 

  

Blyth Kozuki 



Sen. District 9, Hawaii Kai-Kahala-Diamond Head 

Email:  blythkozuki@hotmail.com 
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SB-2305-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/26/2024 8:23:31 AM 
Testimony for FIN on 3/27/2024 3:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Todd Yukutake Individual Support Remotely Via 
Zoom 

 
 
Comments:  

I support SB2305 to protect our seniors. The funding allocated to this program will be well worth 
it in order to save lives and to avoid larger expendatures involved later with a large search or 
treating injuries. Delaying notifcation of a missing persons will result in costly search and rescue 
operations later. 

I found a lost senior with dementia late at night wandering around downtown late at night. I 
called 911 as the person had clear signs of dementia, didn't know where he was or where he lived 
at, and was out of place. It was only when police arrived that I found out he was reported missing 
6 hours prior. If I hadn't taken the initiative to call 911, which most people wouldn't do, he 
would've remained lost as there was no announcement that he was missing. 

My grandparents suffered from dementia and I would want this system in place if they were lost. 
Please support SB2305. 

  

Todd Yukutake  

toddyukutake@gmail.com 
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SB-2305-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/26/2024 8:49:52 AM 
Testimony for FIN on 3/27/2024 3:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kaela Wasnich Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Chair Kyle Yamashita, Vice Chair Lisa Kitagawa, and Members of the Committee: 

My name is Kaela Wasnich. I am writing in SUPPORT of SB2305 to establish a silver alert 
program in Hawaii.  

My mother suffered from Alzheimer's in the last years of her life. Watching the progression of 
the disease with my mom has attuned me to the strain that Alzheimer's and all forms of dementia 
put on families, caregivers, and our larger community. My heart breaks for families who lose a 
loved one because they wandered off never to be found, or found too late. The problem will only 
get worse as the number of people who suffer from Alzheimer's continues to increase. We need 
to do more to protect the most vulnerable members of our community. By helping families locate 
their loved ones before it's too late, this bill would help to do that. 

Hawaii is one of the few states in the nation that does not have a formalized silver alert. I request 
that SB2305 be passed. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

Kaela Wasnich 

Honolulu, HI 

 







 
Thank you so much for your consideration and for allowing me to give testimony in this 
extremely crucial matter. 
 
Patricia P. Arde 
Ewa Beach, Hawaii 
patricia.arde77@gmail.com 
808/689-1176 
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Hawaii is one of the few states in the nation that does not have a formalized silver alert. I request 
that SB2305 be passed. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify! 

Darrah Ruiz 

Honolulu, Hawaii 

 



SB-2305-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/26/2024 11:19:33 AM 
Testimony for FIN on 3/27/2024 3:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kelii Bandmann Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

As a caregiver to my mom who has dementia, i support this bill which seems common 
sense.  Crime is on the rise against Kupuna so we need to be able to locate them with community 
support to find our loved ones ASAP.  The cost of living makes it rough for us caregivers cause 
we can't afford not to work and care 24/7 for our loved ones because we also can't affor the long 
term care that is needed.  To be honest, we should get tax credits for caring for loved ones. 

 





SB-2305-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/26/2024 11:47:41 AM 
Testimony for FIN on 3/27/2024 3:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Cynthia Au Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Committee Members: 

Mahalo for considering this important bill. I am in strong support of SB2305 SD2 HD2. 

Sincerely, 

Cynthia Au 

Honolulu, 96824 

 



SB-2305-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/26/2024 12:05:10 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 3/27/2024 3:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Poki'i Balaz  Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Testimony on Senate Bill No. 2305, Senate Draft 2, House Draft 2 

RELATING TO MISSING PERSONS 

Wednesday, March 27, 2024 at 3:30 pm 

Conference Room 308 & Videoconference 

State Capitol 

415 South Beretania Street 

  

Chair Kyle Yamashita, Vice Chair Lisa Kitagawa, and Members of the Committee: 

  

My name is Dr. Poki'i Balaz. I am in STRONG SUPPORT of SB2305. The bill aims to establish 
a silver alert program to help locate and safeguard missing persons who are sixty-five years of 
age or older, cognitively impaired, or developmentally disabled. 

Personally I have experienced this situation, the unrelenting worry and panic that initially hits 
you when you learn that your loved one is missing. At the time there was no alert system, no way 
to notify anyone.  My bother and I began to search for our father and I'll never forget the terror 
on my mothers face. It was difficult already to understand how he left the facility unnoticed but 
when I asked what is the protocol, the response was, we don't know, we don't have one. That 
increased the feeling of haplessness and diminished hope.  Fortunately for me, my loved one was 
found but in those hours of searching and waiting, you hold on to any ounce of hope and pray 
that your loved one will be all right. There was no one to call, no system to enact and that can't 
be the way anymore. Hawai'i needs to do all that they can.  

By n�H�[�W���\�H�D�U�����W�K�H���Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I���S�H�R�S�O�H���O�L�Y�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���$�O�]�K�H�L�P�H�U�¶�V���G�L�V�H�D�V�H���L�V���H�[�S�H�F�W�H�G���W�R���U�L�V�H���W�R���R�Y�H�U��
35,000. A person with dementia may not remember his or her name or address�² and can become 
disoriented, even in familiar places. Six in ten people with dementia will wander at some point. 



When individuals with dementia are lost, they may show signs of anxiety, fear, or hostility�² all 
of which can escalate to more aggressive behaviors. As the disease progresses and individuals 
with dementia forget family members and societal norms, there may be cases of false reports and 
victimization, indecent exposure, and shoplifting. 

  

Hawaii is one of the few states in the nation that does not have a formalized silver alert. I request 
that SB2305 be passed. 

  

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify! 

  

Dr. Poki'I Balaz 

'Aiea, H 
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SB-2305-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/26/2024 12:31:04 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 3/27/2024 3:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Anthony Makana Paris Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Yamashita, Vice Chair Kitagawa, and fellow Honorable Representatives: 

I support the SB2305, which stablishes a Silver Alert Program within the Department of Law 
Enforcement to help locate and safeguard missing persons who are sixty-five years of age or 
older, cognitively impaired, or developmentally disabled. 

This program will allow our communities to better assist with caring for our loved ones iand 
neighbors, ncluding kupupna, during those unfortunate times in which they go missing. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify and Happy belated Prince Kuhio Day. 

Me ke aloha, 

Anthony Makana Paris 

Kapolei, O'ahu, HI 

 



SB-2305-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/26/2024 1:10:33 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 3/27/2024 3:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Justin George Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Chair Kyle Yamashita, Vice Chair Lisa Kitagawa, and Members of the Committee: 

My name is Justin George. My family and I are in STRONG SUPPORT of SB2305. The bill 
aims to establish a Silver Alert Program to help locate and safeguard missing persons who are 
sixty-five years of age or older, cognitively impaired, or developmentally disabled. 

As an advocate for the Alzheimer's Association, I have had the opportunity to listen and learn 
about the numerous instances of family caregivers in Hawaii having to suffer with having their 
loved ones wander away. While most have been found unharmed, the fact that some have been 
hurt and/or assaulted and still others have not been found makes me extremely concerned that we 
do not have a Silver Alert Program in place. With my father-in-law being recently diagnosed 
with Alzheimer's Disease and my own parents being in their 80s, I worry every day about their 
safety and well-being and it is imperative that we use all of our resources to take care of our 
kupuna, including establishing a Silver Alert Program. 

�%�\���Q�H�[�W���\�H�D�U�����W�K�H���Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I���S�H�R�S�O�H���O�L�Y�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���$�O�]�K�H�L�P�H�U�¶�V���G�L�V�H�D�V�H���L�V���H�[�S�H�F�W�H�G���W�R���U�L�V�H���W�R���R�Y�H�U��
35,000. A person with dementia may not remember his or her name or address�² and can become 
disoriented, even in familiar places. Six in ten people with dementia will wander at some point. 
When individuals with dementia are lost, they may show signs of anxiety, fear, or hostility�² all 
of which can escalate to more aggressive behaviors. As the disease progresses and individuals 
with dementia forget family members and societal norms, there may be cases of false reports and 
victimization, indecent exposure, and shoplifting. 

Hawaii is one of the few states in the nation that does not have a formalized silver alert. I request 
that SB2305 be passed. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify! 

Justin George 

Resident of Kaimuki, Oahu, Hawaii 

 



SB-2305-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/26/2024 1:24:00 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 3/27/2024 3:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Rick Tabor Individual Support Remotely Via 
Zoom 

 
 
Comments:  

Testimony on Senate Bill No. 2305, Senate 
Draft 2, House Draft 2 

RELATING TO MISSING PERSONS  

Wednesday, March 27, 2024 at 3:30 pm 

Conference Room 308 & Videoconference 

State Capitol 

415 South Beretania Street 

  
Chair Kyle Yamashita, Vice Chair Lisa Kitagawa, and Members of the Committee: 

  

My name is Rick Tabor and I am a retired mental health professional who turned retirement into 
a full time service above self lifestyle. I am in STRONG SUPPORT of SB2305. The bill aims 
to establish a silver alert program to help locate and safeguard missing persons who are sixty-
five years of age or older, cognitively impaired, or developmentally disabled. 

My Mother psssed on February 7, 2024 after a twenty year battle with Alzheimers. She struggled 
with Sundowners & wandered from time to time. Found once in very bad shape. I'm also a 
Certified Developmental Disabilities Specialist and a Mental Health Counselor/Supervisor. In 



King County Washington state we had occassional missing 'very vulnerable' clients. A Silver 
Alert system would have helped all involved. Death is the worst case scenario. Time is the key. 
Without a Silver Alert System, the outcomes are risky. This was our experience. 
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35,000. A person with dementia may not remember his or her name or address�² and can become 
disoriented, even in familiar places. Six in ten people with dementia will wander at some point. 
When individuals with dementia are lost, they may show signs of anxiety, fear, or hostility�² all 
of which can escalate to more aggressive behaviors. As the disease progresses and individuals 
with dementia forget family members and societal norms, there may be cases of false reports and 
victimization, indecent exposure, and shoplifting. 

  

Hawaii is one of the few states in the nation that does not have a formalized silver alert. I request 
that SB2305 be passed. 

  

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify! 

Rick Tabor 

Honolulu, Hi.  
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