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TESTIMONY ON SENATE BILL 2305, SENATE DRAFT 2, HOUSE DRAFT 1 

RELATING TO MISSING PERSONS 

Before the House Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs 

Wednesday, March 20, 2024; 2:00 p.m.  

State Capitol Conference Room 325, Via Videoconference 

Testifiers: Michael Vincent 

 

Chair Tarnas, Vice Chair Takayama, and members of the Committee: 

 The Department of Law Enforcement (DLE) strongly supports Senate Bill 2305, 

Senate Draft 2, House Draft 1 and requests the original appropriation amount of 

$250,000. 

  

This bill establishes a Silver Alert program within the DLE to give the community 

a critical tool to help locate and protect missing kupuna and those who may be 

cognitively impaired or developmentally disabled.  We currently have the Amber Alert 

program to serve the same function for endangered children and youth.  However, a 

similar tool currently does not exist for the elderly, cognitively impaired, or 

developmentally disabled.  This bill helps fill this extremely needed void for the 

protection of these people. 

The DLE requests that the original appropriation amount of $250,000 be included 

in this measure. 

 

 Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of this bill. 
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remember his or her name or address—and can become disoriented, even in familiar places. Six 1 

in ten people with dementia will wander at some point.  2 

Establishing a silver alert program that can quickly alert the public about the missing person is 3 

critical to find and help vulnerable individuals with Alzheimer’s and/or dementia and individuals 4 

with cognitive impairments and developmental disabilities.    5 

Recommendation:  EOA strongly supports the intent of this measure and defers to the 6 

Department of Law Enforcement for implementation.  7 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.  8 
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March 20,2024

The Honorable David A. Tarnas, Chair
and Members

Committee on Judiciary and
Hawaiian Affairs

House of Representatives
415 South Beretania Street, Room 325
Honolulu, Hawai'i 96813

Dear Chair Tarnas and Members:

SUBJECT: Senate Bill No. 2305, S.D. 2, H.D. 1, Relating to Missing Persons

I am Vince Legaspi, Acting Captain of the Criminal lnvestigation Division of the
Honolulu Police Depaftment (HPD), City and County of Honolulu.

The HPD opposes Senate Bill No. 2305, S.D. 2, H.D. 1, Relating to Missing
Persons.

ln 2005, the MAILE AMBER Alefi program was established in Honolulu and since
then, we utilized it twice, most recently on February 13,2024. The strict criteria placed
on this program prevent misuse and the oversaturation of alerts, ln 2022, the HPD's
Missing Persons Detail began working on updating our practices to be consistent with
national standards. Our procedures were severely outdated, and we were not utilizing
the available resources and technology. The Missing Persons Detail consulted with a
former coordinator of the AMBER Alert program for the state of California and received
valuable insight to ensure that the program would be successful and to review some of
the pitfalls that we may encounter in the future.

There are approximately 11 different types of alerts that some states have
adopted on top of the AMBER Alert. All of these alerts have significance within their
specific communities, and passing this bill will allow other groups to advocate for the
addition of another alert to the existing program. lf these additional alerts are added, it
will greatly diminish the importance of the core reason for the program, which is to
locate and recover abducted children. The oversaturation of alerts may cause the
public to be desensitized and turn off notifications on their personal electronic devices
under the Wireless Emergency Alefi (WEA) system.
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March 20, 2024

The Honorable David A. Tarnas, Chair
and Members

Committee on Judiciary and
Hawaiian Affairs

House of Representatives
415 South Beretania Street, Room 325
Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96813

Dear Chair Tamas and Members:

SUBJECT: Senate Bill No. 2305, S.D. 2, H.D. 1, Relating to Missing Persons

I am Vince Legaspi, Acting Captain of the Criminal Investigation Division of the
Honolulu Police Department (HPD), City and County of Honolulu.

The HPD opposes Senate Bill No. 2305, S.D. 2, H.D. 1, Relating to Missing
Persons.

In 2005, the MAILE AMBER Alert program was established in Honolulu and since
then, we utilized it twice, most recently on February 13, 2024. The strict criteria placed
on this program prevent misuse and the oversaturation of alerts. In 2022, the HPD’s
Missing Persons Detail began working on updating our practices to be consistent with
national standards. Our procedures were severely outdated, and we were not utilizing
the available resources and technology. The Missing Persons Detail consulted with a
former coordinator of the AMBER Alert program for the state of California and received
valuable insight to ensure that the program would be successful and to review some of
the pitfalls that we may encounter in the future.

There are approximately 11 different types of alerts that some states have
adopted on top of the AMBER Alert. All of these alerts have significance within their
specific communities, and passing this bill will allow other groups to advocate for the
addition of another alert to the existing program. If these additional alerts are added, it
will greatly diminish the importance of the core reason for the program, which is to
locate and recover abducted children. The oversaturation of alerts may cause the
public to be desensitized and turn off notifications on their personal electronic devices
under the Wireless Emergency Alert (WEA) system.
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On February 13, 2024, the HPD utilized all of the tools mentioned in this bill. The
two children were located in less than ten minutes once the alert was activated. lt has
taken nearly two years to get to this point, however, the program still needs
improvements. We have two full-time detectives assigned to the Missing Persons Detail
and the recent activation of the MAILE AMBER AIert required no additionalfunds.

Statistically, the HPD has done an excellent job in locating individuals over the
age of 65. Since 2020, the HPD had more than 100 cases per year with a closure rate
of 99 percent. There were approximately 20 individuals who were found deceased
before the missing person's report was made. Only one was found deceased after the
report was made.

The HPD is successful in our current efforts to locate our keiki and kOpuna. The
investigating agency should be the one to put out the alert because the information
comes in quickly and time is of the essence. Sharing information with an outside
agency will only delay the safe recovery effotts.

The HPD urges you to oppose Senate Bill No. 2305, S.D. 2, H.D. 1, Relating to
Missing Persons.

Thank you for the oppoftunity to testify

Sincerely,

Vince Legaspi, Acting Captain
Criminal lnvestigation Division

APPROVED:

ur J. Logan
hief of Police
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On February 13, 2024, the HPD utilized all of the tools mentioned in this bill. The
two children were located in less than ten minutes once the alert was activated. It has
taken nearly two years to get to this point, however, the program still needs
improvements. We have two full-time detectives assigned to the Missing Persons Detail
and the recent activation of the MAILE AMBER Alert required no additional funds.

Statistically, the HPD has done an excellent job in locating individuals over the
age of 65. Since 2020, the HPD had more than 100 cases per year with a closure rate
of 99 percent. There were approximately 20 individuals who were found deceased
before the missing person's report was made. Only one was found deceased after the
report was made.

The HPD is successful in our current efforts to locate our keiki and kupuna. The
investigating agency should be the one to put out the alert because the information
comes in quickly and time is of the essence. Sharing information with an outside
agency will only delay the safe recovery efforts.

The HPD urges you to oppose Senate Bill No. 2305, S.D. 2, H.D. 1, Relating to
Missing Persons.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

Sincerely,

qziffi
Vince Legaspi, Acting Captain
Criminal Investigation Division
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Louis Erteschik 
Hawaii Disability Rights 

Center 
Support In Person 

 

 

Comments:  

At previous Hearings on this issue I referenced a personal experience where I saw what 

happened when a person with dementia wandered off and I saw the lack of coordination between 

the Police Department and others who were trying to find this person. It is clear to me that a 

mechanism such as a Silver Alert is needed and would improve our efforts to keep such people 

safe. An aunt of some close friends of mine was missing for over 24 hours. A police report had 

been filed with HPD and there was a television alert regarding her. Yet, HPD came upon her 

only because she walked into a beauty salon and the proprietor called the police. In her purse, 

thankfully, was a note to call her niece if she were ever found. That was why she was 

successfully re-united with her family. Despite the Missing Person Report and the TV spot, HPD 

never made any connection with the fact that they were supposed to be looking for this woman. 

So, clearly the current system has some gaps and holes and a Silver Alert would have to help 

remedy that situation. 

  

 



 

 

Testimony to the House Committee on Judiciary and Hawaiian Affairs 
Wednesday, March 20, 2024; 2:00 p.m. 

State Capitol, Conference Room 325 
Via Videoconference 

 
 

RE:  SENATE BILL NO. 2305, HOUSE DRAFT 1, RELATING TO MISSING PERSONS. 
 
 
Chair Tarnas, Vice Chair Takayama, and Members of the Committee: 
 
 The Hawaii Primary Care Association (HPCA) is a 501(c)(3) organization established to advocate 
for, expand access to, and sustain high quality care through the statewide network of Community Health 
Centers throughout the State of Hawaii.  The HPCA SUPPORTS Senate Bill No. 2305, House Draft 1, 
RELATING TO MISSING PERSONS. 
 
 By way of background, the HPCA represents Hawaii's Federally Qualified Health Centers (FQHCs).  
FQHCs provide desperately needed medical services at the frontlines to over 150,000 patients each year 
who live in rural and underserved communities.  Long considered champions for creating a more 
sustainable, integrated, and wellness-oriented system of health, FQHCs provide a more efficient, more 
effective and more comprehensive system of healthcare. 
 
 This bill, as received by your Committee, would: 
 

(1) Establish a “Silver Alert” Program within the Department of Law Enforcement to alert the 
public of missing persons for whom there is a credible threat to their health and safety;  

 
(2) Appropriate an unspecified amount of general funds for fiscal year 2024-2025, to 

establish the “Silver Alert” Program; and 
 
 (3) Take effect on January 1, 2042. 
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 According to the Center for Disease Control: 
 

• Alzheimer’s disease is one of the top 10 leading causes of death in the United States; 
 
• The 6th leading of death among US adults; and 
 
• The 5th leading cause of death among adults aged 65 years or older. 
 

 In 2023, an estimated 6.7 million Americans aged 65 year or older had Alzheimer’s disease.  This 
number is projected to nearly triple to 14 million people by 2060. 
 
 Further, death rates for Alzheimer’s disease are increasing, unlike heart disease and cancer death 
rates that are on the decline.  Dementia, including Alzheimer’s disease, has shown to be under-reported 
in death certificates and therefore the proportion of older people who die from Alzheimer’s may be 
considerably higher. 
 
 In Hawaii, Alzheimer’s disease is a growing public health crisis: 
 

• 29,000 people aged 65 and older are living with Alzheimer’s in Hawaii; 
 
• 6.7% of people aged 45 and older have subjective cognitive decline; 
 
• 60,000 family caregivers bear the burden of the disease in Hawaii; 
 
• 91 million hours of unpaid care are provided by Alzheimer’s caregivers; 
 
• $1.9 billion is the value of the unpaid care; and 
 
• $240 million is the cost of Alzheimer’s to the State Medicaid Program. 

 
 For these reasons, during the interim prior to the 2024 Regular Session, the HPCA worked closely 
with the Hawaii Chapter of the Alzheimer’s Association in researching, drafting, and providing outreach 
on the bill that is presently before you.  Accordingly, we are honored to partner with the Alzheimer’s 
Association on this important measure and urge your favorable consideration. 
 
 The HPCA acknowledges the concerns raised by the Honolulu Police Department and is working 
with the Alzheimer’s Association to see if a compromise can be reached before the adjournment sine 
die of the 2024 Regular Session.  These efforts have also included communications with the other County 
police departments and the responses received so far have been positive. 
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 For sake of facilitating continued discussion, the HPCA respectfully urges your favorable 
consideration of this bill. 
 
 Thank you for the opportunity to testify.  Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate 
to contact Public Affairs and Policy Director Erik K. Abe at 536-8442, or eabe@hawaiipca.net. 
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Testimony to the House Committee on Judiciary and Hawaiian Affairs 

Wednesday, March 20, 2024; 2:00 p.m. 
Hawaii State Capitol, Conference Room 325, and Videoconference 

 
 

RE: SENATE BILL 2305 SD2 HD1 – RELATING TO MISSING PERSONS 
 
Chair David Tarnas, Vice Chair Gregg Takayama, and Members of the Committee: 
 
The Alzheimer’s Association–Aloha Chapter serves the residents of Hawaii to help all 
those facing Alzheimer’s disease and other dementias by providing local support groups 
and educational resources while advancing crucial research and public policy initiatives. 
We testify in STRONG SUPPORT of Senate Bill No. 2305 SD2 HD1 and offer amendments 
for your consideration. 

 
Alzheimer’s disease is a public health crisis across the country. In Hawaii, approximately 
29,000 individuals aged sixty-five and older live with Alzheimer’s disease. This figure is 
projected to increase to over 35,000 by next year. A person with dementia may not 
remember his or her name or address—and can become disoriented, even in familiar 
places. Six in ten people with dementia will wander at some point. When individuals with 
dementia are lost, they may show signs of anxiety, fear, or hostility—all of which can 
escalate to more aggressive behaviors. As the disease progresses and individuals with 
dementia forget family members and societal norms, there may be cases of false reports 
and victimization, indecent exposure, and shoplifting. 
 
The bill, as received by your Committee, would appropriate out of the general revenues of 
the State of Hawaii the sum of a blank amount or so much thereof for the fiscal year 
2024-2025 to the Department of Law Enforcement to establish a silver alert program to 
help locate and safeguard missing persons who are sixty-five years of age or older, 
cognitively impaired, or developmentally disabled. This will be made effective on January 
1, 2042. 
 
Our research indicates that Hawaii is the only state that does not have a formalized silver 
alert program. There is no federal funding or mandate for it. It is the onus of the state or 
jurisdiction to establish the alert in statute, policy, or procedure. Across the nation, we 
have seen varying population criteria used, which include an age requirement, cognitive 
impairment, or developmental disability. 
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During the interim before the 2024 Regular Session, the Alzheimer’s Association entered into discussions on a 
silver alert program with various community and business organizations, government agencies, and public and 
private sector unions, which is reflected in the testimony submitted on this measure and its companion, House 
Bill No. 1774. Among these stakeholders are the Department of Law Enforcement (DLE), the State Council on 
Developmental Disabilities, the Executive Office on Aging (EOA), Department of Transportation (HDOT), 
Department of Human Services (DHS), Hawaii Primary Care Association (HPCA), AARP Hawaii, Hawaii Family 
Caregiver Coalition, Papa Ola Lokahi, Hawaii Public Health Association (HPHA), Hawaii Public Health Institute 
(HIPHI), the Association of Hawaii Civic Clubs, Catholic Charities Hawaii, Hawaii Disability Rights Center, Kokua 
Council, Hawaii Parkinson Association (HPA), Epilepsy Foundation of Hawaii (EFH), Hawaii Association for 
Behavioral Analysis (HABA), Easterseals Hawaii, Hawaii Association for Retired Americans (HARA), United 
Public Workers (UPW), Hawaii Government Employees Association (HGEA), UNITE HERE! Local 5, International 
Longshore and Warehouse Union (ILWU) Local 142, Hawaii Teamsters and Allied Workers Local 996, and 
Chamber of Commerce Hawaii. All have supported the silver alert and understand the critical need for our 
communities.  
 
In addition, to learn from existing silver alert programs, the Alzheimer’s Association led discussions between 
Representative Cory Chun, DLE, the California Highway Patrol (CHP), the Arizona Department of Public Safety, 
and the New Jersey State Police. They all manage the Silver Alert program in their respective states or 
jurisdictions. Although their processes and criteria may differ, we learned that the program effectively assists 
with recovering missing vulnerable persons. California has six recognized types of alerts, all of which are 
managed by CHP’s Emergency Notification and Tactical Alert Center (ENTAC). In 2023, ENTAC issued 189 silver 
alerts. Of those, 181 were recovered, with 5 deceased. This staggering information validates the significance of 
a missing persons alert.  
 
The Alzheimer’s Association would like to provide the following comments respectfully:  

(1) Appropriate $250,000 to plan and implement the silver alert in Hawaii. 
 

(2) This bill shall take effect on July 1, 2024. 
 
The Alzheimer’s Association remains steadfast in its position to seek a comprehensive approach that 
addresses the needs of persons living with dementia and their families and effectively disseminates relevant 
information about missing individuals with Alzheimer’s disease or other dementias to the appropriate local 
law enforcement and community support networks. We ask you to pass Senate Bill No. 2305 SD2 HD1 with 
these amendments. 
 
Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. If you have questions, please contact Ron Shimabuku at 808.451.3410 
or rkshimabuku@alz.org.  
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Ron Shimabuku 
Director, Public Policy and Advocacy  
Alzheimer’s Association – Hawaii 
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Hawaii Self Advocacy 

Advisory Council 

hawaii self advocacy 

advisory council 
Support 

Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

The Self-advocacy Advisory council strongly supports SB2305 SD2 HD1. 

 



 

 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

THE THIRTY-SECOND LEGISLATURE 
REGULAR SESSION OF 2024 

 
COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY & HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS 

Rep. David A. Tarnas, Chair 
Rep. Gregg Takayama, Vice Chair 

 
Wednesday, March 20, 2024, 2:00 PM 

Conference Room 325 & Videoconference 
 

Re: Testimony on SB2305, SD2, HD1 – RELATING TO MISSING PERSONS 
 
Chair Tarnas, Vice Chair Takayama, and Members of the Committee: 
 
The United Public Workers, AFSCME Local 646, AFL-CIO (“UPW”) is the exclusive bargaining representative for 
approximately 14,000 public employees, which includes blue collar, non-supervisory employees in Bargaining 
Unit 1 and institutional, health, and correctional employees in Bargaining Unit 10, in the State of Hawaii and 
various counties.  
 
UPW supports SB2305, SD2, HD1, which establishes, and appropriates funds for, a Silver Alert program within 
the Department of Law Enforcement to help locate and safeguard missing persons who are sixty-five years of 
age or older, cognitively impaired, or developmentally disabled.   
 
The growing number Alzheimer’s disease cases, as well as other forms of dementia, represents a health crisis 
that is currently impacting tens of thousands of families across the State.  By next year, the number of people 
living with Alzheimer’s disease is expected to rise to over 36,000.   
 
Furthermore, a person with dementia may not remember his or her name or address—and can become 
disoriented, even in familiar places.  Six in ten people with dementia will wander at some point.   
 
Silver Alert or similar programs have been established in 37 states and the District of Columbia.  Hawaii is one 
of the few states that does not have a public notification system that can aid in the recovery of missing 
persons with a cognitive impairment.  UPW believes that a Silver Alert program is desperately needed to 
ensure our State can protect these individuals.  
 
Mahalo for the opportunity to testify on this measure.  
  
 Sincerely,  

 
 
 
Kalani Werner 
State Director 
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Date:   March 19, 2024 
 
To:  Representative David Tarnas, Chair 

 Representative Gregg Takayama, Vice Chair 
 Members of the Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs  
  

Re: Support for SB2305 SD2 HD1 Relating to Missing Persons 
 
Mtg:  Wednesday, March 20, 2024, 2:00 PM 
 
 
Hawai‘i Public Health Institutei is in Support of SB2305 SD2 HD1, 
which would establish a silver alert program within the Department 
of Law Enforcement to help locate and safeguard missing persons 
who are 65 of age or older, cognitively impared, or developmentally 
disabled.  
  
By next year, the number of people living with Alzheimer’s disease, 
the most common form of dementia, is expected to rise to over 
35,000, a more than 20% increase from 2020. Caregivers to those 
with Alzheimer’s diesease provide more than 91 million hours of 
unpaid care valued at $1.9 billion.ii   
 
A person with dementia may not remember his or her name or 
address. Even in a familiar setting they can become disoriented. Six 
in ten people with dementia will wander at some point. When 
individuals with dementia are lost, they may show signs of anxiety, 
fear, or hostility. These can escalate to more aggressive behaviors. 
As the disease progresses, and individuals with dementia forget 
family members and societal norms, there may be cases of false 
reports and victimization, indecent exposure, and shoplifting. 
 
We support policies that help to ensure the safety of loved ones. 
Even when caregivers do everything possible, the unexpected 
happens,  and through this bill a strong support network can be 
developed and thereby support health and well being. Our 
communites should work together to keep our ohanas safe.   
 
We applaud the Legislature for helping to strengthen our our 
communities. And thank this committee for this opportunity to  
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submit supportive testimony for SB2305. We respectfully ask you to pass this measure. 
  
Mahalo, 

 
Peggy Mierzwa 
Director of Policy & Advocacy 
Hawaii Public Health Institute 

 
 

 

i Hawai'i Public Health Institute (HIPHI) is a hub for building healthy communities, providing issue-based 
advocacy, education, and technical assistance through partnerships with government, academia, foundations, 
business, and community-based organizations. 
ii https://www.hawaiiadrc.org/Data/Sites/1/media/HADSSP/booklet-state-plan-drd-3-23-web.rev102323.pdf 
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March 20, 2024

TESTIMONY OF THE ASSOCIATION OF HAWAIIAN CIVIC CLUBS
To the House Committee on Judiciary and Hawaiian Affairs

In Support of

SB 2305 SD2 HD1 - RELATING TO MISSING PERSONS

Aloha Chair Tarnas, Vice Chair Takayama, and members of the Committee:

The Association of Hawaiian Civic Club supports SB 2305, SD2, HD1, which establishes a
silver alert program to assist in locating missing persons, especially kūpuna, who may be
cognitively impaired or developmentally disabled.

The mission of the Association of Hawaiian Civic Clubs is to effectively advocate for the
educational, civic, health, cultural, economic, and social well-being of our lāhui. We are
especially concerned about the care of kūpuna and we support this measure as it can be a helpful
tool in locating a kūpuna who may have wandered from their home or family due to dementia or
Alzheimer’s. Many of our members have family who are directly affected by dementia and have
experienced cases of wandering. Those who wander may display signs of anxiety, fear, or
hostility as they forget memories of family and societal norms. We also note that the State of
Hawai‘i is one of few jurisdictions that do not have a formal system in place designed to help
locate lost loved ones.

Founded by Prince Kūhiō in 1918, the Hawaiian Civic Club movement is the oldest Native
Hawaiian community-based advocacy movement. The Association of Hawaiian Civic Clubs is a
not-for-profit organization that is a confederation of 61 individual and autonomous Hawaiian
Civic Clubs and 3,000 members located across Hawai‘i and across the continental United States.

We appreciate your favorable consideration of this bill.
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March 20, 2024 
 
The Honorable David A. Tarnas, Chair  
The Honorable Gregg Takayama, Vice Chair 
House Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs    
 
Re: SB 2305 SD2 HD1 ï RELATING TO MISSING PERSONS 
 
Dear Chair Tarnas, Vice Chair Takayama, and Members of the Committee: 
 
Hawaii Medical Service Association (HMSA) appreciates the opportunity to testify in support of 
SB 2305 SD2 HD1, which establishes a silver alert program within the Department of Law 
Enforcement to help locate and safeguard missing persons who are sixty-five years of age or 
older, cognitively impaired, or developmentally disabled. 
 
The Alzheimer's Association estimates that there were 29,000 older adults (65 years and older) 
living with Alzheimer's disease in Hawai'i in 2020 with a projected 35,000 in that demographic 
by 2025.  We appreciate the efforts of the legislature to help support not only our Kupuna, but 
their families and caregivers as well. Strengthening the health and well-being of Hawaii is our 
shared priority. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of this measure.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Dawn Kurisu 
Assistant Vice President 
Community and Government Relations 
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An Independent Licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association
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March 19, 2024 
 
To: COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY & HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS 

Rep. David A. Tarnas, Chair 
Rep. Gregg Takayama, Vice Chair 
 

Re:   SUPPORT of SB 2305 SD2, HD1 - Relating to Missing Persons (Silver Alert Program) 
 
Hrg: Wednesday, March 20th, 2:00 PM 
 
The Hawai‘i Public Health Association (HPHA) is a group of over 450 community members, public health 
professionals, and organizations statewide dedicated to improving public health. Our mission is to promote public 
health in Hawai‘i through leadership, collaboration, education and advocacy. Additionally, HPHA aims to call 
attention to issues around social justice and equity in areas that extend beyond the traditional context of health (e.g., 
education, digital equity, cultural sensitivity), which can have profound impacts on health equity and well-being. 
Therefore, as stewards of public health, HPHA is also advocating for equity in all policies. 
 
HPHA supports SB 2305 SD2, HD1 as the bill aims to establish a silver alert program to help locate and safeguard 
missing persons who are sixty-five years of age or older, cognitively impaired, or developmentally disabled. 
 
By next year, the number of people living with Alzheimer’s disease is expected to rise to over 36,000. A person with 
dementia may not remember his or her name or address—and can become disoriented, even in familiar places. Six 
in ten people with dementia will wander at some point. When individuals with dementia are lost, they may show 
signs of anxiety, fear, or hostility—all of which can escalate to more aggressive behaviors. As the disease progresses 
and individuals with dementia forget family members and societal norms, there may be cases of false reports and 
victimization, indecent exposure, and shoplifting. 
 
Hawaii is one of the few states in the nation that does not have a formalized silver alert. HPHA strongly supports 
SB 2305 SD2, HD1 and respectfully asks that you pass this measure. Thank you for the opportunity to provide 
testimony on this important public health issue.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Holly Kessler 
Executive Director 

\rsó!-PHA
Hawai'i Public Health Association



PUKALAHI SUPERETTE
15 Makawao Avenue, Pukalani, Hl 96768  (808) 572-7616 www.pukaIanisuperette.com

Testimony on Senate Bill No. 2305, Senate Draft 2, House Draft 1
RELATING TO MISSING PERSONS

Wednesday, March 20, 2024 at 2:00 pm
Conference Room 325 & Videoconference

State Capitol
415 South Beretania Street

Chair David Tarnas, Vice Chair Gregg Takayama, and Members of the Committee:

My name is Megan Nakashima, and I am the President of Pukalani Superette. I am in
STRONG SUPPORT of SB2305, SD2, HD1. The bill aims to establish a silver alert program
to help locate and safeguard missing persons who are sixty-five years of age or older,
cognitively impaired, or developmentally disabled.

My family is no stranger to Alzheimer’s disease. My grandmother and possibly two of her
brothers all had the disease, although, I'm not sure if her brothers were officially diagnosed.
Afew anecdotes came up when I mentioned this opportunity to submit testimony to my father.
One that sticks out is that my granduncle, Tom, would sometimes wander off to the next town
over. At that time in Upcountry, Maui, that would have included walking a few miles along a
two-lane road. My family was always able to locate him, but it always caused worry and took
time to track him down.

More recently, we have experienced an older customer come to the store before it opened
for the day — he was disoriented and was convinced that he was a store employee and
needed to start his shift. We were able to get him home, but we anticipate seeing more
customers or previous employees go through the same situation.

By next year, the number of people living with Alzheimer’s disease is expected to rise to over
35,000. A person with dementia may not remember his or her name or address—and can
become disoriented, even in familiar places. Six in ten people with dementia will wander at
some point. When individuals with dementia are lost, they may show signs of anxiety, fear,
or hostility—aIl of which can escalate to more aggressive behaviors. As the disease
progresses and individuals with dementia forget family members and societal norms, there
may be cases of false reports and victimization, indecent exposure, and shoplifting.

Hawaii is one of the few states in the nation that does not have a formalized silver alert. I
request that SB2305,SD2, HD1, be passed.

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify!

Sincerely,

Megan Nakashima
President, Pukalani Superette
Pukalani, Hawaii
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Chair David Tarnas, Vice Chair Gregg Takayama, and Members of the Committee:

My name is Megan Nakashima, and I am the President of Pukalani Superette. I am in
STRONG SUPPORT of SB2305, SD2, HD1. The bill aims to establish a silver alert program
to help locate and safeguard missing persons who are sixty-five years of age or older,
cognitively impaired, or developmentally disabled.

My family is no stranger to Alzheimer’s disease. My grandmother and possibly two of her
brothers all had the disease, although, I'm not sure if her brothers were officially diagnosed.
Afew anecdotes came up when I mentioned this opportunity to submit testimony to my father.
One that sticks out is that my granduncle, Tom, would sometimes wander off to the next town
over. At that time in Upcountry, Maui, that would have included walking a few miles along a
two-lane road. My family was always able to locate him, but it always caused worry and took
time to track him down.

More recently, we have experienced an older customer come to the store before it opened
for the day — he was disoriented and was convinced that he was a store employee and
needed to start his shift. We were able to get him home, but we anticipate seeing more
customers or previous employees go through the same situation.
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become disoriented, even in familiar places. Six in ten people with dementia will wander at
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Mahalo for the opportunity to testify!

Sincerely,

Megan Nakashima
President, Pukalani Superette
Pukalani, Hawaii
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Fhe Thirt) -Second Legislature
Regular Session of 2024

THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Conintittee on_Human_,Services

Rep. David A. Tamas, Chair
Rep. Gregg Takayama, Vice Chair

State Capitol, Conference Room 325 & Videoconference
Wcdiiestlay, March 20. 2024; 2:00 p.m.

STATEMENT OF THE ILWU LOCAL 142 ON SB2305 SD2 HDI
RELATING TO MISSING PERSONS

I am writing on behalf of the International Longshore and Warehouse linion Local I42, representing 16,000
workers across the islands, to express our strong support for Senate Bill 2305, which aims to establish a
silver alert program within the Department of Law Enforcement in Hawaiói.

I lawai'i Faces a growing challenge with the aging population, particularly in the prevalence of dementia and
/\|zheimer's disease. According to a 2023 report published by the Alzheimer's Association, by next year, the
number oió people living with Alzheimerôs disease in Hawaiói, is expected to rise to over 35,000, a more than
2()Á--"I. increase from 2020.

As many have already testified, kýpuna and people with Alzheimerôs are vulnerable to wandering and
becoming lost and disoriented. This can also lead to challenging behaviors when approached by others.
listablishing a silver alert system rightfully provides resources to set up a system with trained professionals to
respond to such situations properly and compassionately.

This issue is personal to the ILWU, as many of our members ýnd themselves having to care for parents or
relatives with Alzheimerôs and dementia. It is a difýcult and in many ways heartbreaking experience. We
stand in full support of SB2305, establishing a silver alert system to protect our loved ones and support those
\\ ho care for them.

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify.

(Q/,,/~ M/Jó?ti, 4è;

Christian West
President. ILWU Local 142

llll\.-l'|ólIl!\'-ll. lllll\ôllS|lll|l|l &. llô.-lll|l|llll'S|l lhlllll
v 451 ATKINSON DRIVE ' HONOLULU, HAWAII 96814 ~ PHONE 949-41

"AN INJURY TO ONE IS AN INJURY TO ALL" ~75-
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SB-2305-HD-1 

Submitted on: 3/19/2024 2:18:10 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 3/20/2024 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

joseph burr Individual Support 
Remotely Via 

Zoom 

 

 

Comments:  

I would like to express my extremely strong support for SB 2305 relating to missing persons. 

I believe it is imperative for the State of Hawaii to support this bill and to establish a robust 

Silver Alert Program geared toward to locating of those senior citizens suffering the horrors of 

demintia, cognitive impairment or developmental disabilites. 

My family experienced the painful loss of an elderly family member, my brother, who after 

being diagnosed with dementia "wanderd" from his Mililani home on October 2, 2023 and 

unfortunately his remains were discovered less than 10 miles from his home on November 22, 

2023. 

Although law enforcement was notified, there appeared to be no general public notification of 

his disappearance and it is felt that had there been a robust and structured Silver Alert System 

utilizing law enforcement, print and electronic media and Department of Transportation highway 

signage as is used in other states that have established Silver Alert programs, my brother, and 

other seniors that are missing in Hawaii would be reunited with thier families and professional 

caretakers to receive the attention required to allow a somewhat normalization of thier remaining 

years. 

It should be noted that Hawaii is one of a handful of states that does not have an established 

Silver Alert system.  As the population of Hawaii continues to age, the probability of more 

seniors become lost, perhaps forever, continues to grow. I urge the passage ofthis this SB.. 
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SB-2305-HD-1 

Submitted on: 3/18/2024 4:35:44 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 3/20/2024 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Greg Misakian Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support SB2305 SD2 HD1. 

Gregory Misakian 

 





SB-2305-HD-1 

Submitted on: 3/19/2024 7:09:09 AM 

Testimony for JHA on 3/20/2024 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Todd Yukutake Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support SB2305 to protect our seniors. The funding allocated to this program will be well worth 

it in order to save lives and to avoid larger expendatures. Delaying notifcation of a missing 

persons will result in costly search and rescue operations later. 

I found a lost senior with dementia late at night wandering around downtown late at night. I 

called 911 as the person had clear signs of dementia, didn't know where he was or where he lived 

at, and was out of place. It was only when police arrived that I found out he was reported missing 

6 hours prior. If I hadn't taken the initiative to call 911, which most people wouldn't do, he 

would've remained lost as there was no announcement that he was missing. 

My grandparents suffered from dementia and I would want this system in place if they were lost. 

Please support SB2305. 

  

Todd Yukutake  

toddyukutake@gmail.com 

 



SB-2305-HD-1 

Submitted on: 3/19/2024 8:37:26 AM 

Testimony for JHA on 3/20/2024 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Dan Gardner Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Chair Tarnas, Vice-Chair Takayama and Members of the Committee: 

My name is Dan Gardner and I and my wife Deborah are in strong support of SB 2305 SD2 

HD1.  This year in Hawaii there will be 35,000 persons with Alzhiemers / Dementia.  Persons 

with this condition can be disoreitnted anytime and anywhere.  When lost they may behave 

erratically and become billigerent.  In the past I have spent time searching for an elderly friend's 

missing husband who had wandered away from their home.  It was a scary experience and we 

were all relieved when fortunately our friend's husband was located.  I can only imagine the fear 

and concern my friend experienced while her husband was in the wind.  Sadly, Hawaii is one of 

just a few States that does not have a formalized Silver Alert.  We request your support for SB 

2305 SD2 HD1.  Thank you for the opportunity to testify  on this legislation. 

Sinceely, Dan Gardner  

Honolulu, HI 96821 

 





SB-2305-HD-1 

Submitted on: 3/19/2024 10:23:44 AM 

Testimony for JHA on 3/20/2024 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Robert Webb Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha my name is Robert Webb, the chair of Maui Self advocacy advisory council , and  I 

strongly support this bill. thank you 

 



http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2024/Bills/SB2305_HD1_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2024/CommReports/SB2305_HD1_HSCR1119-24_.pdf
mailto:Hvizdak11@gmail.com






have to experience what my family is currently going through. Losing a beloved senior family 

member in this way is nothing short of devastating. 

Thank you so much for your consideration and for allowing me to give testimony in this 

extremely crucial matter. 

Patricia P. Arde 

Ewa Beach, Hawaii 

patricia.arde77@gmail.com 

808/689-1176 

 

mailto:patricia.arde77@gmail.com


http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/committeepage.aspx?comm=JHA&year=2024
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2024/Bills/SB2305_.pdf
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SB-2305-HD-1 

Submitted on: 3/19/2024 3:07:56 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 3/20/2024 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

ronald Tran Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I wanted to express my support of this bill! 
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SB-2305-HD-1 

Submitted on: 3/19/2024 3:20:27 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 3/20/2024 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Meagan Ostrem Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha, Writing today to express support for SB 2305    It is important we as a community are 

able to care for and support those in our community in times of need. Please pass this important 

bill to provide the infrastructure for a Silver Alert system.  

Mahalo,  

Meagan Ostrem  
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SB-2305-HD-1 

Submitted on: 3/20/2024 6:34:33 AM 

Testimony for JHA on 3/20/2024 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

pookela hanson Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

As our population ages, the risk of elderly individuals going missing or becoming lost increases. 

Whether due to cognitive decline, medical conditions, or other factors, seniors are particularly 

vulnerable to becoming disoriented or wandering away from their homes. 

The Silver Alert system provides a vital lifeline in these situations, enabling law enforcement 

agencies to quickly disseminate information about missing seniors to the public. By mobilizing 

communities to be on the lookout and report any sightings, the Silver Alert greatly enhances the 

chances of locating missing individuals swiftly and safely. 

But beyond the practical benefits of the Silver Alert system, this bill speaks to a broader 

principle of compassion and care for our elderly population. Our kupuna have dedicated their 

lives to building our communities, raising families, and contributing to society in countless ways. 

It is incumbent upon us to honor their legacy and ensure their safety and well-being in their 

golden years. 

By supporting the Silver Alert for Missing Persons Bill, we affirm our commitment to protecting 

the most vulnerable among us and upholding the values of empathy, solidarity, and respect for 

our elders. We send a clear message that every life is precious and deserving of our utmost 

efforts to ensure their safety and security. 

I urge each of you to vote in favor of this bill and to stand in solidarity with our elderly 

population and their families. Together, we can build a society where every senior can age with 

dignity, security, and peace of mind. 

Mahalo for your attention and consideration. 
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SB-2305-HD-1 

Submitted on: 3/20/2024 8:29:00 AM 

Testimony for JHA on 3/20/2024 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kaili  Individual Support In Person 

 

 

Comments:  

i am in strong support of this measure beacuse it's important for other people to find the 

individual with people with disability want missing please pass this bill thank you. 
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