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TO: Committee on Energy, Economic Development 
 
FROM: HAWAII FOOD INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION  
Lauren Zirbel, Executive Director 
 
DATE: February 1, 2024 
TIME:  1pm    
PLACE: Conference Room 229 
 
 
RE: SB2113 Relating to Hawaii Technology Development Corporation  
 
Position: Support 
 
The Hawaii Food Industry Association is comprised of two hundred member companies 
representing retailers, suppliers, producers, manufacturers and distributors of food and 
beverage related products in the State of Hawaii.  
 
Chair DeCoite, Vice Chair Wakai, and Members of the Committee,  
 
I am writing on behalf of the Hawaii Food Industry Association (HFIA) to express our strong 
support for S.B. NO. 2113, which aims to appropriate funds to the Hawaii Technology 
Development Corporation (HTDC) for its manufacturing assistance programs. HFIA is in full 
support of this measure, recognizing its critical importance in nurturing and advancing Hawaii's 
manufacturing sector. 
 
The Hawaii manufacturing industry, although relatively small, holds significant value to our 
economy. Hawaii's food products, clothing, and other goods are widely recognized for their 
quality and value, making them sought after around the world. However, in order to further 
grow and sustain this sector, our manufacturers require essential support in controlling costs, 
providing training, and accessing the latest technology. 
 
As proud organizers of the Made in Hawaii Festival each year, HFIA has a deep understanding 
of the potential for growth within Hawaii's manufacturing sector. The products of Hawaii have 
the quality and uniqueness that resonate with consumers globally. To tap into this potential 
and ensure the longevity of our manufacturing industry, it is crucial that our local businesses 
receive the necessary assistance and resources. 



 

 

 
The proposed appropriation of $10,000,000 for the Hawaii small business innovation research 
program, $2,000,000 for the manufacturing assistance grant program, and an additional 
$2,000,000 to support the excelerator grant program in fiscal year 2024-2025 aligns with 
HFIA's vision for the growth and sustainability of Hawaii's manufacturing sector. These funds 
will provide our manufacturers with the tools they need to control costs, enhance training, and 
adopt the latest technologies, ultimately driving business growth. 
 
HFIA urges the members of the Senate to pass S.B. NO. 2113, as it represents a crucial 
investment in the future of Hawaii's manufacturing industry. By doing so, the legislature will be 
supporting the growth of local businesses, fostering innovation, and contributing to the overall 
economic well-being of our state. 
 
We appreciate your commitment to the prosperity of Hawaii and its industries. Thank you for 
considering our testimony in support of this important legislation. 
 





SB-2113 

Submitted on: 1/30/2024 4:53:43 PM 

Testimony for EET on 2/1/2024 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Cynthia L Warner 
Testifying for 

MorphOptic, Inc. 
Support 

Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Dear Sirs or Madams,  I  SUPPORT HTDC and this SB2113. The work HTDC does is 

supportive of new, growing and good business for our State.   They support development and 

expansion of businesses and the islands economies.  Please support this bill and 

HTDC.     Cynthia  Warner, Business Development  Manager, MorphOptic, Inc. (Maui-based 

tech start up business.)  If you  have any questions, please email cindy@cindywarner.com or 

phone 808-283-2552. 

Mahalo, 

Cindy 

 





To whom it may concern,

I strongly support bill SB2113 and am an avid advocate of HTDC and the work they do. The matching grants 
of the SBIR program give startup companies like Ai.Fish a huge competitive advantage for a local 
company like ours to compete on the national and international stage. It's extremely beneficial. 


Being one of the few companies not only in Hawaii, but in the whole world that performs cutting edge 
Artificial Intelligence development in the marine space, this type of funding is critical for us to attract and 
keep the necessary talent to perform machine learning and computer vision algorithm development. 


Our work in the marine space using computer vision is perfected for us to stay in Hawaii. We have worked  
with UH, specifically HIMB (Coconut Island), identifying and classifying different corals from drone footage, 
the Hawaii Longline Association and NOAA identifying and counting fish on longline boats among many 
other interesting projects in a space in which we have carved out a nice niche.


Please don't hesitate to have anyone from your office contact me with any questions a business owner and 
multiple entrepreneur might be able to answer for you. 


Mahalo,


Jimmy Freese


CEO and Co-Founder, Ai.Fish


!"##$%&"'f")*


(808) 262 2666




 
4009 Black Point Rd, Honolulu, HI 96816   

 

 
Statement of 

Rex Jakobovits, PhD 
President, 

Experiad LLC 
before the 

Senate Committee on Energy, Economic Development, and Tourism 
 

Thursday, February 1, 2024 
1:00 PM 

State Capitol, Conference Room 229 & Videoconference 
 

In consideration of 
SB2113 

  RELATING TO HAWAII TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
 

Chair DeCoite, Vice Chair Wakai, and Members of the Committee on 
Energy, Economic Development, and Tourism. 
 

Experiad supports SB2113 that appropriates funds for HTDC’s core 
programs: the Manufacturing Assistance Program (MAP), Hawai‘i Small 
Business Innovation Research (HSBIR), and Accelerator programs.  HTDC core 
programs develop infrastructure, capital, and talent to facilitate the development 
of technology and manufacturing jobs in Hawai‘i. Following their mission, HTDC 
programs aim to provide technical and financial support for innovative small 
businesses from the startup stage through growth and export. 

Experiad was recently named as one of the Top Startups to Watch in Pacific 
Business News.  We could not have achieved this success without HTDC and 
the State’s SBIR matching grants funds.  As you know, small businesses are the 
backbone of our local economy, providing jobs and driving innovation. By 
providing these businesses with access to additional funding, we are supporting 
their ability to grow and expand, leading to increased economic activity and job 
creation. Furthermore, SBIR grants provide valuable opportunities for small 
businesses to bring their innovative ideas to market, which can have a positive 
impact on the local economy by attracting new businesses and industries to our 
state. 

Our story is direct proof that the HTDC SBIR program is critical to attracting high 
tech startups to Hawaii, and it has brought millions of additional federal dollars to 
our local economy. My software startup Experiad has received matching funds 
for our Phase I and Phase II SBIRs, funded by the National Institutes of Health 
(NIH) to develop software for behavioral therapists who treat kids with autism. 
The funds distributed by HTDC have been critical to our success, allowing us to 
conduct an extensive field test of our prototype product in the homes of kids with 



 
4009 Black Point Rd, Honolulu, HI 96816   

 

autism.  The data we gathered allowed us to win a new fast-track NIH grant 
proposal last year.  We could not have done it without the research funded by the 
Hawaii matching grant. Thus, the Hawaii SBIR matching grant was directly 
responsible for us being awarded $3.6M in additional federal dollars.  That 
money is feeding the local high tech economy, and acting as critical seed capital 
that will generate dozens of high tech jobs in Hawaii if we succeed.  

 
Furthermore, HTDC has served as a critical conduit for bringing Hawaii 

tech entrepreneurs together, leading to collaboration and team-building that 
propelled our success.  We met our VP of Clinical Product, Emaley McCulloch, 
when she was building a business within HTDC’s manoa site, and without her, 
we would not be where we are today.  HTDC is a vital hub for Hawaii's 
technology entrepreneurship, and we are an example of that.   

 
In conclusion, I strongly urge the Senate Committee to consider 

appropriating state funds to match Small Business Innovative Research grants. 
This investment in our small businesses will pay dividends for our local economy, 
creating jobs and driving economic growth.  HTDC is exactly the type of 
investment that our economy needs right now. 

 
Mahalo for listening! 

 
 

  
 
Rex Jakobovits, PhD 
President, Experiad LLC 



SB-2113 

Submitted on: 1/30/2024 6:21:31 PM 

Testimony for EET on 2/1/2024 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Maya Rogers 
Testifying for Blue 

Startups 
Support 

Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

My name is Maya Rogers, I am a partner at Blue Startups, HawaIii's venture accelerator. 

I am writing to support 2113 SB RELATING TO HAWAII TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT 

CORPORATION.  

Blue Startups is an accelerator that has operated in Hawaii for the last 10 years. With the help of 

HTDC, we have been able to create and support the entrepreneurial ecosystem that has shaped 

and expanded our business industries beyond tourism and the military.  

Through Blue Startups, over 100 companies have been given a chance to create and thrive  Blue 

Startups has created hundreds of jobs and has attracted millions of investment dollars to the state 

of Hawaii. We have even seen a company IPO, Volta, on the NYSE. 

HTDC plays a key role in the future of Hawaii and its entrepreneurs. Without their support, more 

of our young people are forced to live elsewhere where there are jobs available and cost of living 

is affordable.  

Please help in supporting this bill. The future of Hawaii depends upon it.  

 

Thank you.  

 



SB-2113 

Submitted on: 1/30/2024 6:48:19 PM 

Testimony for EET on 2/1/2024 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Bob Gunter 
Testifying for Koloa Rum 

Company 
Support 

Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha, 

Koloa Rum Company has benefited immesurably over the past years through grants received 

from the MAP program.  The program has contributed measurably to our growth and output 

capacity that has led to the and expansion of sales outside of Hawaii, to the mainland U.S., 

Canada, Japan, Germany, Austria, IFrance, taly, U.K., Czech Republic, and Ukraine. It is 

extremely challenging and expensive for Hawaiii manufacures to compete nationallly and 

internationally considering the  substantial cost of doing business in Hawaiii and the MAP grant 

is an extremely importatant program that I hope will continue to be funded. 

Mahalo - Bob Gunter, President & CEO - Koloa Rum Company 

 



SB-2113 

Submitted on: 1/30/2024 7:12:03 PM 

Testimony for EET on 2/1/2024 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ronald Weidenbach 
Testifying for Hawaii Fish 

Company Inc. 
Support 

Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Hawaii Fish Company Inc. is a Hawaii-registeed, family-owned small business focused on 

aquaculture farming and R&D of innovative aquafarming technologies. We have been actively 

involved in the federal small business inovation research (SBIR) program since 1993, were 

awarded the U.S. Small Business Administration's Tibbitts Award and a place in the SBIR Hall 

of Fame in 2000, and currently have two SBIR Phase II manufacturing awards, from the U.S. 

Department of Energy and the U.S. Department of Agriculture. The High Tech Development 

Corporation (HTDC)'s training support and Hawaii SBIR matching grant program have been 

important contributor's to our company's ongoing success. SB2113 will provide continuing 

support for HTDC's three important manufacturing support programs. Thank you for the 

opportunity to testify in strong support of SB2113. 

 



Statement of 

Eva Lee 
Director 
Tea Hawaii. Com  
DBA Tea Hawaii & Company 
Tel: 808-217-5411 www.teahawaii.com www.hawaiiteasociety.org www.TOTUS1awards.com 

before the 
Senate Committee on Energy, Economic Development, and Tourism 

Thursday, February 1, 2024 
1:00 PM 

State Capitol, Conference Room 229 & Videoconference 
In consideration of 

SB2113 
  RELATING TO HAWAII TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 

Chair DeCoite, Vice Chair Wakai, and Members of the Committee on Energy, 
Economic Development, and Tourism. 

 Tea Hawaii & Company supports SB2113 that appropriates funds for HTDC’s 
core programs: the Manufacturing Assistance Program (MAP), Hawai‘i Small Business 
Innovation Research (HSBIR), and Accelerator programs.  HTDC core programs 
develop infrastructure, capital, and talent to facilitate the development of technology and 
manufacturing jobs in Hawai‘i. Following their mission, HTDC programs aim to provide 
technical and financial support for innovative small businesses from the startup stage 
through growth and export. 

Tea Hawaii & Company is one of Hawaii’s largest producers of the specialty crop 
Camellia sinensis tea. We manufacture green and black teas as well as many value 
added products for statewide distribution and export. While Hawaii is the leading state in 
domestic production there is great demand for manufacturing expansion utilizing 
innovative technology to assist the scaling up of Hawaii grown teas for many diverse 
markets. HTDC program assistance helps our industry local needs in addressing 
economic development in a timely manner for sustainable long term gains serving our 
communities.  

Thank you for the opportunity to offer these comments.  
Aloha, 
Eva Lee Director Tea Hawaii & Company PO Box 362 Volcano, HI 96785





Statement of
Karen (Chang) Barr

Small and Mobile Food Business Consultant
Ho`onui LLC

before the
Senate Committee on Energy, Economic Development, and Tourism

Thursday, February 1, 2024
1:00 PM

State Capitol, Conference Room 229 & Videoconference

In consideration of
SB2113

RELATING TO HAWAII TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

Chair DeCoite, Vice Chair Wakai, and Members of the Committee on Energy,
Economic Development, and Tourism.

Ho`onui LLC supports SB2113 that appropriates funds for Hawaii Technology
Development Corporation(HTDC) core programs: the Manufacturing Assistance
Program (MAP), Hawai‘i Small Business Innovation Research (HSBIR), and Accelerator
programs. HTDC core programs develop infrastructure, capital, and talent to facilitate
the development of technology and manufacturing jobs in Hawai‘i. Following their
mission, HTDC programs aim to provide technical and financial support for innovative
small businesses from the startup stage through growth and export.

Ho`onui LLC will be submitting a proposal to pilot a small and mobile food
vendor startup accelerator business training program to help food vendor startups on
Maui and Kaua`i. These startup programs will equip new small and mobile food
entrepreneurs to develop business fundamentals, planning, financial projection and
credit-building skills as a foundation for running their businesses for success. The
funding that HTDC will provide will equip pilot programs (like mine) and longstanding
accelerator programs to support Hawai`i’s economic development and job creation.
When small businesses learn skills to improve how they run their business, they remain
in business and create jobs.



My program is a pilot program focused on providing needed business
training on the neighbor islands of Maui and Kaua`i, where limited business training
programs are available. It will help the small businesses entrepreneurs to start and run
legitimate food vendor businesses by developing a business skills foundation. As these
small and mobile food businesses grow through sound business principles and,
possibly, additional skills training, they will have a chance to earn a good living, create
jobs for their community, contribute to Hawai`i’s State tax revenue, be part of their
respective island’s ecosystem and keep locals home in Hawai`i.

Please help existing and prospective small businesses thrive by approving
SB2113 to continue funding HTDC’s programs.

Thank you for the opportunity to offer these comments.





 
 

Statement of 
Adrian Hong, 
President of 

Island Plastic Bags, Inc. 
before the 

SENATE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, AND TOURISM 
 

 
In consideration of 

SB 2113 
  RELATING TO HAWAII TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 

 
Chair Lynn DeCoite, Vice Chair Glenn Waikai, and Members of the Committee; 

 
Island Plastic Bags, Inc. supports SB 2113 that appropriates funds for the HTDC 

and the Manufacturing Assistance Program (MAP). The MAP grant we received helped 

us modernize our production process. The new equipment we purchased helped us 

improve our efficiency, productivity, and safety. Island Plastic Bags, Inc. is grateful to 

have participated in this program and we hope other companies will be able to do so as 

well. 

  

Thank you for the opportunity to offer these comments. Should you have any 

questions or comments about my testimony you can contact me by email at 

ahong@islandplasticbags.com or by phone at 808-484-4046. 









 
Statement of 

David Y. Morikawa 
Vice President - Operations 

 
Testimony to the Senate Committee on Energy, 

Economic Development and Tourism 
Thursday, February 1, 2024 at 1:00 P.M. 

Conference Room 229, State Capitol 
 

In consideration of 
SENATE BILL 2113 

 RELATING TO THE HIGH TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
 

Chair DeCoite, Vice Chair Wakai, and Members of the Committee on Energy, Economic 
Development, and Tourism: 
 

The Aloha Shoyu Company, Ltd. supports SB 2113 that appropriates funds to HTDC for 
the Manufacturing Assistance Program, Hawaii Small Business Innovation Research (HSBIR), 
and Accelerator Programs.  HTDC core programs develop infrastructure, capital, and talent to 
facilitate the development of technology and manufacturing jobs in Hawaii.  Following their 
mission, HTDC programs aim to provide technical and financial support for innovative small 
businesses from the startup stage through growth and export. 

 
 Our company has received the benefit of partial funding through the manufacturing grant 
program resulting in plant equipment expansion and upgrades.  If the program is extended, we 
intend to continue utilizing grant funding for equipment upgrades and provide more products to 
Hawaii and to the mainland. 
 
 Thank you for the opportunity to offer these comments. 
 

96-1205 Waihona Street, Pearl City, Hawaii 96782 Phone: (808) 687-6277   Fax (808) 681-7159 
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P.O. Box 4677                  (808) 354-1238

Honolulu, HI 96812                            meli@hvca.org 

                                                www.hvca.org 

Assistance Program (MAP).  Many local entrepreneurs have participated in the MAP grant.  

These grants help companies to enhance their manufacturing capacity. The companies report 

that each piece of manufacturing machinery helps to grow their revenue and add employees.   

  

Thank you for the opportunity to offer these comments. 

  

Meli James 

 
President  

HVCA 
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Statement of
Joshua Rivera

Community Director
Hub Coworking Hawai‘i

before the
Senate Committee on Energy, Economic Development, and Tourism

Thursday, February 1, 2024
1:00 PM

State Capitol, Conference Room 229 & Videoconference

In consideration of
SB2113

RELATING TO HAWAII TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

Chair DeCoite, Vice Chair Wakai, and Members of the Committee on Energy,
Economic Development, and Tourism.

Hub Coworking Hawai‘i supports SB2113 that appropriates funds for HTDC’s
core programs: the Manufacturing Assistance Program (MAP), Hawai‘i Small Business
Innovation Research (HSBIR), and Accelerator programs. HTDC core programs
develop infrastructure, capital, and talent to facilitate the development of technology and
manufacturing jobs in Hawai‘i. Following their mission, HTDC programs aim to provide
technical and financial support for innovative small businesses from the startup stage
through growth and export.

Hub Coworking Hawai‘i is a locally owned and operated community space
offering coworking, meeting rooms, event spaces, and private offices. HTDC’s programs
help Hub Coworking in providing community programs like our Social Impact Incubator
Program (SIIP) that enables us to impact other local small businesses, organizations,
and entrepreneurs.

Thank you for the opportunity to offer these comments.

1050 Queen Street #100 Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96814 | www.hubcoworkinghi.com



Statement of
Scott Taylor

Co-Chief Executive Officer
Startwise, Inc.

before the
Senate Committee on Energy, Economic Development, and Tourism

Thursday, February 1, 2024
1:00 PM

State Capitol, Conference Room 229 & Videoconference

In consideration of
SB2113

RELATING TO HAWAII TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

Chair DeCoite, Vice Chair Wakai, and Members of the Committee on Energy,
Economic Development, and Tourism.

Startwise, Inc. supports SB2113 that appropriates funds for HTDC’s core
programs: the Manufacturing Assistance Program (MAP), Hawai‘i Small Business
Innovation Research (HSBIR), and Accelerator programs. HTDC core programs
develop infrastructure, capital, and talent to facilitate the development of technology and
manufacturing jobs in Hawai‘i. Following their mission, HTDC programs aim to provide
technical and financial support for innovative small businesses from the startup stage
through growth and export.

Startwise is a workforce development company that facilitates employment for
people underrepresented in technology jobs. We specifically work with municipalities
who have been left out of the tech boom, reliant on a single or small minority of
industries, or are otherwise unable to support a technology workforce locally. As a
champion of global employment and startup development in underrepresented
communities, we rely on programs similar to those offered by HTDC to transform the
lives of people everywhere. Failure to fund such programs risks further isolating people
in these communities from global opportunities and stagnating local economic growth
and prosperity.

Thank you for the opportunity to offer these comments.

www.startwise.io hello@startwise.io

http://www.startwise.io




Sen. Lynn Decoite, Chair

Sen. Glenn Wakai, Vice Chair

Comm. on Energy, Economic Dev. & Tourism


Thursday, February 1, 2024

1:0O pm

Via Videoconferencing


RE: SB2113 Hawaii Technology Development Corporation - Support


Dear Chair  Decoite, Vice Chair Wakai, and Members of the Committee, 


The Chamber of Sustainable Commerce represents over 100 small 
businesses across the State of Hawaii that strive for a triple bottom line: 
people, planet and prosperity; we know we can strengthen our economy 
without hurting workers, consumers, communities or the environment. 


This is why we support SB2113, which appropriates moneys to the Hawai!i 
Technology Development Corporation (HTDC) for its manufacturing 
assistance programs.


The Hawaii small business innovation research program, manufacturing 
assistance grant program, and excelerator grant program offered by HTDC 
help fund and support the State's manufacturing businesses. Most of the 
start-ups impacted by this funding are designed to achieve success within a 
more sustainable economy for Hawaii — leaving extractive capitalism in our 
past. 


Collective investment in businesses that help other businesses thrive, so 
they can compensate workers with a living wage, keep communities healthy 
and safe from toxins, and restore our natural resources for future 
generations - these investments will have exponential returns beyond just 
increased tax revenue for the state. 


Hawaii

Legislative 


Council

Members

Kim Coco Iwamoto

Enlightened Energy


Honolulu

Russell Ruderman

Island Naturals


Hilo/Kona

Tina Wildberger

Kihei Ice


Kihei

www.ChamberOfSusta inableCommerce.org

Chamber of

Sustainable 

Commerce


P.O. Box 22394

Honolulu, HI 


96823

Robert H. Pahia

Hawaii Taro Farm


Wailuku

L. Malu Shizue Miki

Abundant Life

Natural Foods


Hilo

Maile Meyer

Na Mea Hawaii


Honolulu

Dr. Andrew Johnson

Niko Niko Family


Dentistry

Honolulu

Joell Edwards

Wainiha Country


Market

Hanalei



Statement of
Anette Aga

Events and Programming Coordinator
Hub Coworking HI

before the
Senate Committee on Energy, Economic Development, and Tourism

Thursday, February 1, 2024
1:00 PM

State Capitol, Conference Room 229 & Videoconference

In consideration of
SB2113

RELATING TO HAWAII TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

Chair DeCoite, Vice Chair Wakai, and Members of the Committee on Energy,
Economic Development, and Tourism.

We support SB2113 that appropriates funds for HTDC’s core programs: the
Manufacturing Assistance Program (MAP), Hawai‘i Small Business Innovation
Research (HSBIR), and Accelerator programs. HTDC core programs develop
infrastructure, capital, and talent to facilitate the development of technology and
manufacturing jobs in Hawai‘i. Following their mission, HTDC programs aim to provide
technical and financial support for innovative small businesses from the startup stage
through growth and export.

HTDC’s programs provide space and opportunity for companies to do well and
do better for the people of Hawai’i. Their commitment to diversity and inclusion is what
makes HTDC so great!

Thank you for the opportunity to offer these comments.

1050 Queen Street #100 Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96814 | www.hubcoworkinghi.com



WorkNowHawaii.org
1050 Queen St Suite 100
Honolulu, HI 96814

https://WorkNowHawaii.org

Call or Text: (808) 202-2310

Aloha,

We are writing in support of SB 2113 - RELATING TO HAWAII TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT
CORPORATION.

Work Now Hawaii is a community based nonprofit organization focused on workforce development, and
supporting pathways to quality employment for people with disabilities. We serve people whose interests are in
careers in STEM. The Hawaii Technology Development Corporation’s charge of diversifying Hawaii’s economy
by developing a flourishing industry of technology aligns closely with our mission.

Imagine a young woman with autism, brilliant and passionate about coding, trapped in a dead-end job because
employers overlook her talents. Work Now Hawaii is her lifeline, connecting her with the training and support
she needs to launch a career in the booming tech industry. And thanks to the Hawaii Technology Development
Corporation's innovative programs, there are more opportunities than ever before for people like her. Every
technology job HTDC helps to create paves the way for someone with a disability to unlock their full potential,
contribute to our economy, and build a brighter future for themselves.

Mahalo for your consideration!

Patrick Gartside
Executive Director
Work Now Hawaii

Patrick@WorkNowHawaii.org
(808) 202-2310

https://worknowhawaii.org
mailto:Patrick@WorkNowHawaii.org
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Paul Schmitz 
Testifying for Hawaii 

Standard Time Brewing 
Support 

Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Dear Sirs or Madams - 

I am writing in support of bill SB2113 to continue providing funds for the Manufacturing 

Assistance Program (MAP). I am an owner of a brewery in development, and we are projecting 

that it will be difficult to operate profitably in Hawaii.  Shipping costs and limited access to 

brewing supplies make it extra challenging, but we are excited to push forward and provide a 

quality, locally made product to the residents of Kauai. 

While we will not be able to apply for the MAP Grant until at least 2027, I would like to voice 

my support to continue funding it.  If awarded those funds in the future, it will give us incredible 

financial relief and allow us to continue operating, as well as allow room for the possiblity of 

expansion. 

Thank you for your time and consideration on this matter. 

Paul Schmitz 

Owner, Hawaii Standard Time Brewing 

Kauai, HI 

 



Statement of 
Summer Shiigi 

Owner 
Ten Tomorrow 

before the 
Senate Committee on Energy, Economic Development, and Tourism 

Thursday, February 1, 2024 
1:00 PM 

State Capitol, Conference Room 229 & Videoconference 

In consideration of 
SB2113 

!!RELATING TO HAWAII TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 

Chair DeCoite, Vice Chair Wakai, and Members of the Committee on Energy, 
Economic Development, and Tourism. 

Ten Tomorrow supports SB2113 that appropriates funds for HTDC’s core programs: 
the Manufacturing Assistance Program (MAP), Hawai‘i Small Business Innovation Research 
(HSBIR), and Accelerator programs.! HTDC core programs develop infrastructure, capital, and 
talent to facilitate the development of technology and manufacturing jobs in Hawai‘i. Following 
their mission, HTDC programs aim to provide technical and financial support for innovative 
small businesses from the startup stage through growth and export. 

We are a modern women’s clothing brand here in Honolulu. Our business has been a 
graduate of the Innovate Hawaii incubator program, a recipient of the MAP grant, and we’ve 
attended several of the programs HTDC provides to small businesses. This is our 10th year in 
business and as we reflect on our progress, we wouldn’t still be here today without the 
assistance that HTDC has given us. The culmination of their support has allowed us to grow our 
team, invest in technology otherwise unattainable, and increase revenue each year since we’ve 
launched our first collection.  

! 
We hope you decide to continue funding for these efforts. Thank you for the 

opportunity to offer these comments. 

Sincerely, 













Statement of
Nam Vu

COO
Hub Coworking Hawaii

before the
Senate Committee on Energy, Economic Development, and Tourism

Thursday, February 1, 2024
1:00 PM

State Capitol, Conference Room 229 & Videoconference

In consideration of
SB2113

RELATING TO HAWAII TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

Chair DeCoite, Vice Chair Wakai, and Members of the Committee on Energy,
Economic Development, and Tourism.

Hub Coworking Hawaii supports SB2113 that appropriates funds for HTDC’s
core programs: the Manufacturing Assistance Program (MAP), Hawai‘i Small Business
Innovation Research (HSBIR), and Accelerator programs. HTDC core programs
develop infrastructure, capital, and talent to facilitate the development of technology and
manufacturing jobs in Hawai‘i. Following their mission, HTDC programs aim to provide
technical and financial support for innovative small businesses from the startup stage
through growth and export.

Hub Coworking Hawaii Serves as a part of the ecosystem of innovation. We
value the work that HTDC does to enable and advance innovation and technology for
the betterment of Hawaii.

Thank you for the opportunity to offer these comments.

Sincerely,

Nam Vu

1050 Queen Street Honolulu, Hawaii 96814 | www.hubcoworkinghi.com



 
Statement of 

Seibert L. Murphy 
CEO 

Guide Star Engineering LLC 
before the 

Senate Committee on Energy, Economic Development, and Tourism 
 

Thursday, February 1, 2024 
1:00 PM 

State Capitol, Conference Room 229 & Videoconference 
 

In consideration of 
SB2113 

  RELATING TO HAWAII TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
 

Chair DeCoite, Vice Chair Wakai, and Members of the Committee on Energy, 
Economic Development, and Tourism. 
 

Guide Star Engineering LLC (GSE) supports SB2113 that appropriates funds for 
HTDC’s core programs: the Manufacturing Assistance Program (MAP), Hawai‘i Small 
Business Innovation Research (HSBIR), and Accelerator programs.  HTDC core 
programs develop infrastructure, capital, and talent to facilitate the development of 
technology and manufacturing jobs in Hawai‘i. Following their mission, HTDC programs 
aim to provide technical and financial support for innovative small businesses from the 
startup stage through growth and export. 

 
HTDC provides a valuable forum for small and large businesses with presence in 

Hawaii to showcase their products and services with the help of the state.  The core 
programs give us unique opportunity to sit around a table, in person or virtual, to 
discuss collaboration of mutual business opportunities.  GSE is proud to continue to 
support student interns developing technical and teamwork skills on Oahu and the Big 
Island.  With your support of HTDC/HSBIR/MAP we look forward to expanding our 
business capabilities and intern programs to all islands. 

  
Thank you for the opportunity to offer these comments.  
 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
Seibert L. Murphy, CEO 
Guide Star Engineering LLC 

j.alania
Late
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Paolo Vidali 
Testifying for Hidden 

Gears 
Support 

Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

As a business leader who has supported 5 cohorts of Hawaii manufacturer e-commerce 

programs, I fully endorse continued and expanded funding for HTDC. Their programs enable 

crucial business assistance for digitizing and modernizing sales and marketing processes for 

companies that are still adjusting to major changes in wholesaling and tourism which have 

continued to affect their businesses. HTDC programs help increase efficiency and 

provide training to local employers to help them grow and thrive. HTDC forms a crucial bridge 

between experts in the business and investor community, and facilitates collaboration and 

education in areas where there are few other resources on the islands. 

 







SB-2113 
Submitted on: 1/30/2024 5:12:26 PM 
Testimony for EET on 2/1/2024 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Robbie Melton Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Chair DeCoite, Vice Chair Wakai and members of the Energy, Economic Development and 
Tourism committee, 

The Small Business Development Center of Kauai provides assistance to all industries on our 
island.  Manufacturing Companies are a flourishing industry on our small island.  In 2023 I 
assisted 35 manufacturing companies.  Many of them are expanding their production and are 
selling products beyond Hawaii.  The Manufacturing Assistance Program is vital to our 
manufacturers and Kauai's economy.  They provide solid jobs, many of them high skilled labor. 
They also diversify our economy and makes Kauai less reliant on tourism. The MAP grant helps 
even the smallest of manufacturers purchase needed equipment.  It also gives them hope that 
there are opportunites to help support their business. 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit my testimony in favor of SB2113. 

Aloha, 

Robbie Melton 
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Lourdes Testifying for Hawaii 
boost  Support Written Testimony 

Only 
 
 
Comments:  

I am a small farmer on kauai and own a food manufacturing center for past 8 years. I have been 
trying to rise out of the ashes of Covid, and I have been looking forward to applying for this 
program for the 1st time..  Im a struggling female and minority farmer and local foods (including 
canoe plants)  producer.  Losing this opportunity can potentially hurt my obility to bounce back 
and not only survive but thrive especially in my industry post Covid.  

I am hoping that you would consider funding the program a few more years, especially because 
now more than ever the localization of food production is critical and essential to our very 
survival as a specified.  

 





As a member of the founding Impact Hub Honolulu team, we greatly benefited from partnership 
and services from HTDC. I firmly support this bill and the work HTDC does with the 
entrepreneurial community.  

  

Thank you for the opportunity to offer these comments.  
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Submitted on: 1/31/2024 9:05:18 AM 
Testimony for EET on 2/1/2024 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jesse Daniel Thompson Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

HTDC plays a vital role in diversifying the state's economy and providing new opportunities for 
the state. If it weren't for HTDC events and spaces, I may have never connected to my place of 
employment or pursued higher education in technology. With startups, they have provided 
incubation spaces for growth. In collaboration with UH Manoa's HITIDE program, they have 
also supported seeking federal funding opportunities and education in SBIR and STTR. Whether 
from the Manoa Innovation Center or the Entrepreneurs Sandbox, I hope they can continue to be 
a positive force for economic growth and prosperity for the people of Hawaii. For the legislators, 
I express my support for SB2113 appropriations for the SBIR program, the manufacturing 
assistance grant program, and the accelerator grant program under HTDC.  
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Ferdinand Dosono  Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

SB2113 IS A PROGRAM THAT HELPS JAWAII BUSINESSES GROW. IT HELPS THEM 
IMPLEMEMT NEW MACINERY AND TECHNOLOGY TO COMPETE. THE PROGRAM 
HELPS BUSONESS TO MOVE FORWARD AND EXPAND CAPACITY AMD VIABILITY. 
PLEASE keep this program going. Thank you.  
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Chow II 
Testifying for Cloudstone 

Innovations, Inc. Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly support SB2113. 

HTDC's HSBIR program is a vital resource for small businesses in Hawaii. The opportunity to 
obtain additional funds to supplement SBIR awards helps offset certain advantages germane to 
mainland competitors (e.g., cheaper manufacturing, faster shipping, larger labor pool). In 
essence, it helps level the playing field. 

Sincerely, 
C. Channing Chow II, PhD 
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Garrett W. Marrero Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Sorry for the late testimony, mahalo for the opportunity to support the HTDC funding of MAP. 
Hawaii must invest in manufacturing. We keep talking about diversifying our economy however 
we continually fail to invest in other areas of the economy. Manufacturing has declined 
tremendously over the last couple of decades and we've seen Hawaiian Brands leave hawaii in 
pursuit of manufacturing elsewhere due to a highly unfriendly regulatory and tax environment as 
well as high costs. Finding ways to repatriate and expand manufacturing will help to diversify 
and build an economy. Please SUPPORT HTDC. 

 

j.alania
Late
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