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The Hawaii State Department of Education (Department) fully supports HB 2074, HD1.   
The Department is requesting funding for 10 additional Kaiapuni teacher positions and 
3 Kaiapuni Educational Specialist positions.  In the past decade, the Department’s 
Kaiapuni program enrollment has grown by almost 1,000 students to 2,374 students 
that are being educated in the medium of the Hawaiian language and 8 new schools in 
the Department to 22 schools in additional communities.
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The Kaiapuni program has experienced a 60% increase in both the number of 
available Kaiapuni programs and the number of students enrolled in the program. The 
Kaiapuni program has been expanding in response to student and family demand as 
well as to provide "reasonable access to a Hawaiian immersion program" as required 
by the Clarabel case in the State Supreme Court in 2019.
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Federal pandemic education funding and the Governor's discretionary funds provided 
critical support for Kaiapuni program development over the last few years. These funds 
conclude at the end of this fiscal year.  Legislative funding is necessary to sustain 
existing programs and to expand growing programs for next year and beyond. 
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We appreciate the opportunity to provide testimony.
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 
Lu Ann Mahiki Lankford-

Faborito Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

strong support for our native hawaiian youth attending these awesome schools. 
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Haao Kaohelaulii Individual Support Remotely Via 
Zoom 

 
 
Comments:  

He leo aloha no keia ia oukou e na lala o keia hui o ka Oihana Puu Kenikeni, 

Eia mai no wau, o Haao Kaohelaulii ke kakoo aku nei i keia pila HB2074 HD1 no ka pono o 
makou, na keiki e koho nei i keia ala o ka hoonaauao ia ana ma o ka ike o Hawaii nei. 

Mahalo, 

Owau no o Haao Kaohelaulii 

  

 







HB-2074-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/21/2024 11:11:40 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/23/2024 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Keokapukoa Kaohelaulii Individual Support Remotely Via 
Zoom 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha mai Chair Yamashita, Vice Chair Kitagawa, and Members of the Finance Committee, 

Mahalo nui for this opportunity to provide testimony in support of HB2074 HD1. 

I am Keokapukoa Kaohelaulii of Heeia (Kaneohe), Oahu writing in strong support of HB2074 
HD1. As a recent high school graduate (May 2023), I was not afforded the right to continue my 
high school education in Hawaiian in my district. HB2074 HD1 will help with growing 
Hawaiian immersion schools throughout Hawaii so that current and future students won't be 
denied their rights to be educated through the Hawaiian language in their own school districts. I 
am currently a junior at UH Manoa with the goal of becoming a teacher, and to hopefully support 
the growth of Hawaiian Education. 

No neia hanauna, 

Keokapukoa Kaohealulii 

 









HB-2074-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/22/2024 5:43:14 AM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/23/2024 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Noelani Puniwai Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support resources to create additional positions. 
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Kade Yam-Lum Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Supporting Hawaiian Immersion School Teachers and Positions 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
I am writing this testimony in strong support of HB2074, which seeks to provide additional 
funding for Hawaiian immersion school teachers and positions. I firmly believe that 
investing in Hawaiian immersion education is crucial for the preservation and 
revitalization of Native Hawaiian language, culture, and traditions. 
 
Hawaiian immersion schools play a critical role in nurturing and promoting the Hawaiian 
language. These schools provide a unique learning environment where students are fully 
immersed in the language from an early age, allowing them to develop strong fluency and 
cultural competence. This ensures that the Hawaiian language continues to thrive for 
generations to come. 
 
However, the success of these immersion programs heavily relies on the dedication and 
expertise of highly qualified teachers. Currently, there is a shortage of such educators, 
which has an adverse impact on the quality of education and the sustainability of these 
programs. Hawaiian immersion teachers require specialized training, certification, and an 
in-depth understanding of the language, culture, and traditions. Providing adequate 
funding for these teachers will attract more qualified individuals to the profession and help 
retain experienced educators, ultimately benefitting the students. 
 
Furthermore, increased funding for Hawaiian immersion schools will allow for the creation 
of more teaching positions. This means lower student-teacher ratios, leading to enhanced 
individualized attention and support for each student. Consequently, this will improve 
learning outcomes and create a more nurturing and inclusive educational environment. 
 
Additionally, the vitality of the Hawaiian language is inextricably linked to the overall well-
being and cultural identity of Native Hawaiian communities. By providing additional 
funding for Hawaiian immersion schools, we are investing in the cultural resilience and 
pride of our Native Hawaiian community. This investment fosters a sense of belonging, self-
worth, and empowerment among the students, who will go on to become the future leaders 
and advocates for the Hawaiian language and culture. 
 



In conclusion, HB2074 is a critical piece of legislation that aims to provide more funding 
for Hawaiian immersion school teachers and positions. By investing in these teachers and 
programs, we are investing in the preservation and revitalization of the Hawaiian language 
and culture. I wholeheartedly urge you to support this bill and ensure a brighter future for 
the Hawaiian language and the generations to come. 
 
Mahalo nui loa, 

  

Kade Yam-Lum  
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Comments:  

TO:  Representative Kyle T. Yamashita, Chair, House Committee on Finance 

        Representative Lisa Kitagawa, Vice Chair, House Committee on Finance 

        House Committee on Education Members                    

                          

FROM:    Misty Fontanilla 

Aha Kauleo, Member 

Kula Kaiapuni o Hana, Parent 

Na Leo Kakoo o Ka Punana Leo o Hana, Board Member 

  

RE:        HB2074_HD1, Relating to Kaiapuni Education 

Hearing on February 23, 2024         

IN STRONG SUPPORT of  HB2074_HD1 

Aloha mai e na poo a me na lala o ka Aha Olelo, 

My name is Misty Fontanilla from Hana, Maui, and I am a parent of two keiki in Kula Kaiapuni 
o Hana, a member of the Aha Kauleo and board member of Na Leo Kakoo o Ka Punana Leo o 
Hana.  

I am testifying in STRONG SUPPORT of HB2074 HD1 - Relating to Kaiapuni Education. 

This bill will ensure that the State upholds its constitutional responsibility to Article X, Section 
4, and Article XV, Section 4 of the Hawaii State Constitution (1978). This bill will also ensure 
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Comments:  

TO: Representative Kyle T. Yamashita, Chair, House Committee on Finance, Representative 
Lisa Kitagawa, Vice Chair, House Committee on Finance, House Committee on Education 
Members 

FROM: Robert Kai Irwin 

  

Aloha mai e na poo a me na lala hanohano o ka Aha Olelo, 

I am a curriculum project design and development manager at the Hale Kuamoo Hawaiian 
Language Center at UH Hilo and a community member of the Aha Kauleo consortium. I am 
testifying in strong support of HB2074 HD1 - Relating to Kaiapuni Education. 

In my work as a Hawaiian language curriculum and book developer and manager of a team 
funded by unreliable "soft" grant funding, I am acutely aware through various relationships with 
my kaiapuni educator colleagues, families, and students (including kaiapuni program graduates 
who serve as excellent staff at our Center), of the acute need for additional resources and 
positions to support the rapid community-driven growth of the program. This legislation will 
help to address some of those critical needs by providing permanent DOE teacher and curriculum 
specialist positions helping ensure that all interested ohana are equitably served and not turned 
away (as is too often the case at present) from a quality 21st Century public education throught 
the medium of the Hawaiian language. Such development is in alignment with the 2 language 
pathways (English/Hawaiian) supported by the HIDOE strategic plan (p. 3). 

Mahalo for considering and passing HB2074 HD1 to more closely approach equity in funding an 
expanding kaiapuni learning community of excellence in public education, which is a beacon for 
other indigenous language revitalization communities across the globe. 

Me ke kakoo piha, 

Robert Kai Irwin 
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Comments:  

Aloha. I am in strong support of HB2074 HD1. Mahalo. 
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Comments:  

TO:       Representative Kyle T. Yamashita, Chair, House Committee on Finance 

Representative Lisa Kitagawa, Vice Chair, House Committee on Finance 

House Committee on Education Members 

                                           

FROM:       Davelyn Lokelani Han 

Ke Kula Kaiapuni o Kualapuu/ Kualapuu Public Conversion Charter School - 
�0�2�/�2�.�$�‹�, 

  

RE: HB2074_HD1, Relating to Kaiapuni Education 

Hearing on February 23, 2024  

IN STRONG SUPPORT of  HB2074_HD1 

Aloha mai e na poo a me na lala o ka Aha Olelo, 

�‹�2���Z�D�X���Q�R���‹�R���'�D�Y�H�O�\�Q���/�R�N�H�O�D�Q�L���+�D�Q�����K�H���S�X�O�D�S�X�O�D���P�D�L���N�D���P�R�N�X�S�X�Q�L���‹�R���0�R�O�R�N�D�‹�L�����N�D���P�R�N�X��
�‹�R���3�—�O�—�‹�D�X�����N�D���D�K�X�S�X�D�‹�D���‹�R���+�R�‹�R�O�H�K�X�D�����N�H���N�X�O�H�D�Q�D���‹�R���3�X�‹�X���.�D�S�H�O�H��  I am parent, 
grandparent �D�Q�G���N�X�P�X���I�U�R�P���.�H���.�X�O�D���.�D�L�D�S�X�Q�L���R���.�X�D�O�D�S�X�‹�X���	���.�X�D�O�D�S�X�‹�X���3�X�E�O�L�F��
Conversion Charter �6�F�K�R�R�O���R�Q���0�R�O�R�N�D�‹�L�����,���K�D�Y�H���U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�H�G���P�\���L�V�O�D�Q�G���D�Q�G���P�\���V�F�K�R�R�O���L�Q��
these different roles on  �‹�$�K�D���.�D�X�O�H�R�� 

I am testifying in STRONG SUPPORT of HB2074 HD1 - Relating to Kaiapuni Education. 

�x Currently, the DOE funds 35 teacher positions across the state for 22 schools  
�x There has been an increase of 8 kaiapuni schools in the last 10 years.   



�x There has been an increase in students in the past 10 years by almost 1,000 students. 
�x There are still 6 complex areas including 1 island that the DOE is not providing 

access to kaiapuni education.  
�x This bill will ensure that the State upholds its constitutional responsibility to Article 

X, Section 4, and Article XV, Section 4 of the Hawaii State Constitution (1978). 
�x Ensure equitable access to resources and education specifically for Hawaiian 

�L�P�P�H�U�V�L�R�Q���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���R�Q���D�O�O���L�V�O�D�Q�G�V���L�Q���+�D�Z�D�L�‹�L�¶�V���S�X�E�O�L�F���V�F�K�R�R�O�V�����D�Q�G���X�S�K�R�O�G��
guidelines set forth in BOE policy 105-8 

�x Public education has 2 language pathways- English and Hawaiian.  Acknowledged 
in HIDOE strategic plan (pg 3) 

In conclusion, I strongly urge you to support our Kaiapuni programs statewide to ensure 
equitable access to the resources desperately needed specifically for Hawaiian Immersion 
education. 

I  urge the Committee to PASS HB2074 HD1.  Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

E �2�/�$���0�$�8���.�$���‹�¿�/�(�/�2���+�$�:�$�,�‹�,������ 
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Comments:  

Strong support! E Ola ka olelo Hawai'i! Our keiki deserve better. With Hawaiian language 
comes Hawaiian valued which Hawaii desperately needs!  

 



!

!"#$$!!!! "#$%#&#'()(*+#!,-.#!/0!1)2)&3*()4!53)*%4!678&#!5722*((##!7'!9*')':#;!
$ "#$%#&#'()(*+#!<*&)!,*()=)>)4!?*:#!53)*%4!678&#!5722*((##!7'!9*')':#;!

678&#!5722*((##!7'!9*')' :#!@#2A#%&;!"#$%#&#'()(*+#!B8&(*'!60!C77D&7'4!53)*%4!
678&#!5722*((##!7'!ED8:)(*7';!/%*&3!<)!53*:) 4!?*:#!53)*%4!678&#!5722*((##!7'!
ED8:)(*7';!678&#!5722*(( ##!7'!ED8:)(*7'!@#2A#%&0!

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!
%&"'#$ !!!!!!!" 7'!F7.*&!

!!
&(# $$ )*+,-./)012$&3456789$6:$;575<=87$(>=?567:8$

)35@789$:8$%3A@=5@B$+C2$+,+.$ $ $
DE$F!&"EG$FHII"&!$:J$$)*+,-./)01 $

!
G.73)!2)*!#!')!$77!)!2#!')!.).)!7!H)!G3)!I.#.74 !
!
@-!')2#!*&!"7'!F7.*&4!J!)2!K%72!IL)38!)'D!J!)2!,)')H)!LM*>*0 !G'D!J!)2! )!&8$$7%(#%!7K!,)*)$8'*!
ED8:)(*7'0!
!
J!)2!(#&(*K-*'=!*'!F!&"EG$FHII"&!$:J$)*+,-.$)01 !N!"#$%&'()!&*!+%'%,-('!./-0%&'*(0!
!
F8$$7%(!K7%!,)*)$8'*!ED8:)(*7'! '# #D&!(7!A#!)8(72)(*:0!/3#!.#=*&.)(8%#!&378.D!3)+#!D7'#!(3*&!&*':#!
OPQR4!(3#!K*%&(!-#)%!(3)(!,)*)$8'*!&:377.&!7$#'#D0!J(!D*D'S(!3)$$#'0!F7!' 7>!*&!(3#!(*2#!(7!A#=*'!(7!D7!
(3)(0!6)>)*L*S&!:3*.D%#'4!#&$#:*)..-4!6)>)*L*S&!,)')H)!LM*>*!:3*.D%#'4!D#&#%+#!(7!3)+#!&8$#%*7%!T8).*(-!
,)*) $8'*!ED8:)(*7'0!/3#%#!*&!'7!7(3#%!$.):#!*'!(3#!>7%.D!>3#%#!78%!:3*.D%#'!)%#!)A.#!(7!=7!(7!.#)%'!
(3%78=3!,)*)$8'*!ED8:)(*7'0 !6UVWRX!6YO!28&(!A#!&8$$7%(#DZ!
!
98%(3#%4!(3#!F()(#!7K!6)>)*L*!3)&!)'!*'3#%#'(!%#&$7'&*A*.*(- !(7!#'&8%#!(3)(!(3#!'##D&!7K!78%!H)*)$8'*!
&(8D#'(&!)%#!2#(0!/3#!K8.K*..2#'(!7K!(3)(!%#&$7'&*A*.(-!3)&!A##'!&$7((-!)(!A#&(0!I'#!7K!(3#!K*%&(!(3*'=&!
(3)(!&378.D!A#!D7'#!)(!(3#!A#=*''*'=!7K!#):3!.#=*&.)(*+#!&#&&*7'!&378.D!A#!(7!D*&:8&&!>*(3!,)8L*!F)' =!
7K!(3#!IKK*:#!7K!6)>)**)'!ED8:)(*7'!7K!(3#!Y#$)%(2#'(!7K!ED8:)(*7'!(7!&##!(3#!:8%%#'(!'##D&!7K!
,)*)$8'*!ED8:)(*7' !)'D!(3#'! (3#-!'##D!(7!A#!K8.K*..#D!A-!(3#!F()(#!7K!6)>)*L*0!/3*&!>*..!#'&8%#!(3)(!'7!
K)2*.*#&!%#=*&(#%*'=!K7%!,)*)$8'*!ED8:)(*7'!>*..!A#!(8%'#D!)>)-!A-!(3#!YIE 0!G'D!(3*&!>*..!).&7!#'&8%#!
(3)(!(3#%#!*&!#T8*()A.#!)::#&&!(7!%#&78%:#&!)'D!#D8:)(*7'!&$#:*K*:)..-!K7%!6)>)**)'!*22#%&*7'!
#D8:)(*7'!7'!)..!*&.)'D&!*'!6)>)*L*S&!$8A.*:!&:377.&4!)'D!).&7!(3)(!=8*D#.*'#&!&#(!K7%(3!*'!UIE!$7.*:-!
OW[NQ!)%#!8$3#.D0!6UVWRX!6YO!28&(!A#!&8$$7%(#DZ!
!
J'!:7':.8&*7' 4!(3#!F()(#!7K!6)>)*L*!28&(!K8.K*..!*(&!7A.*=)(*7'!(7!(3#!$#7$.#!7K!6)>)*L*!)'D!27%#&7!
\)(*+#!6)>)**)'&!>37! 3)+#!(3#!D#&*%#!(7!.#)%'!(3#!.)'=8)=#!7K!78%!H]$8')0!I8%!$#7$.#!3)+#!)'!
*'(%*'&*:!%*=3(!(7!,)*)$8'*!ED8:)(*7'!)'D!K7%!(3)(!#D8:)(*7'!(7!A#!#^:#$(*7').0!_)&&*'=!6UVWRX!6YO!*&!
D#K*'*(#.-!(3#!>)-!(7!A#=*'!):3*#+*'=!(37&#!=7).&0!

J!8%=#!(3#!5722*((##!(7!IKFF !6UVWRX!6YO0!!@)3).7!K7%!(3#!7$$7%(8'*(-!(7!(#&(*K-0!

!"#$%"&%'"(%")*$!$#"+%,%-)-... "



HB-2074-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/22/2024 11:41:58 AM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/23/2024 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Beth Chun Comstock  Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

TO:         Representative Kyle T. Yamashita, Chair, House Committee on Finance 

        Representative Lisa Kitagawa, Vice Chair, House Committee on Finance 

        House Committee on Education Members 

 
My name is Beth Chun Comstock, and I am a parent of a student attending a public Hawaiian 
language immersion school, writing in STRONG SUPPORT of HB2074 HD1. 
The State of Hawaii has a responsibility to ensure that Hawaii's students get a high quality 
education in either of the official languages: Hawaiian and English. The Hawaiian immersion 
program has seen huge growth in recent years, and funding has not kept up with demand. For 
many children, Hawaiian language immersion is the best option for their educational and 
personal development, yet not all have access to it. Funding is badly needed to expand 
programming and adequately support students, teachers, and families. 
Meeting the growing demand for Hawaiian language immersion programs is fair and good for 
Hawaii's future. Please PASS HB2074 HD1. 

 
Mahalo nui. Beth Chun Comstock (Kaneohe) 
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Comments:  

TO:       Representative Kyle T. Yamashita, Chair, House Committee on Finance 

Representative Lisa Kitagawa, Vice Chair, House Committee on Finance 

House Committee on Education Members 

                                           

FROM:        Kaipo Correa 

Community School Coordinator at  

�%�O�D�Q�F�K�H���3�R�S�H���(�O�H�P�H�Q�W�D�U�\���D�P�H���.�H���.�X�O�D���.�D�L�D�S�X�Q�L���2���:�D�L�P�—�Q�D�O�R 

  

RE: HB2074_HD1, Relating to Kaiapuni Education 

Hearing on February 23, 2024  

IN STRONG SUPPORT of  HB2074_HD1 

  

Aloha mai e na poo a me na lala o ka Aha Olelo, 

 
  

My name is Kaipo Correa and I am a strong supporter of Kaiapuni education and serve as 
the Community School Coordinator at Blanche Pope Elementary ame Ke Kula Kaiapuni O 
�:�D�L�P�—�Q�D�O�R�� 

I am testifying in STRONG SUPPORT of HB2074 HD1 - Relating to Kaiapuni Education. 



  

�:�D�W�F�K�L�Q�J���.�H���.�X�O�D���.�D�L�D�S�X�Q�L���2���:�D�L�P�—�Q�D�O�R���J�U�R�Z���R�Y�H�U���W�K�H���S�D�V�W���I�L�Y�H���\�H�D�U�V���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���H�[�F�L�W�L�Q�J����
�+�H�D�U�L�Q�J���µ�R�O�H�O�R���+�D�Z�D�L�L���E�H�L�Q�J���V�S�R�N�H�Q���W�K�U�R�X�J�K�R�X�W���W�K�H���F�D�P�S�X�V���K�D�V���I�L�O�O�H�G���W�K�H���K�H�D�U�W�V���I�R�U���P�D�Q�\����
With a pre-k classroom this year and the first Kaiapuni class moving onto grade 6 next 
year we have felt the need for Kumu and curriculum over the years. The numbers in 
Kaiapuni have grown exponentially and the need for classroom support and curriculum is 
essential. 

 
  

�x Currently, the DOE funds 35 teacher positions across the state for 22 schools  
�x There has been an increase of 8 kaiapuni schools in the last 10 years.   
�x There has been an increase in students in the past 10 years by almost 1,000 students. 
�x Many families are turned away by DOE schools at registration for the kaiapuni 

school that is closest to them. 
�x There are still 6 complex areas including 1 island that the DOE is not providing 

access to kaiapuni education.  

�x This bill will ensure that the State upholds its constitutional responsibility to Article 
X, Section 4, and Article XV, Section 4 of the Hawaii State Constitution (1978). 

�x Ensure equitable access to resources and education specifically for Hawaiian 
�L�P�P�H�U�V�L�R�Q���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���R�Q���D�O�O���L�V�O�D�Q�G�V���L�Q���+�D�Z�D�L�‹�L�¶�V���S�X�E�O�L�F���V�F�K�R�R�O�V�����D�Qd uphold 
guidelines set forth in BOE policy 105-8 

�x Public education has 2 language pathways- English and Hawaiian.  Acknowledged 
in HIDOE strategic plan (pg 3) 

�x DOE strategic plan Priority II: High Quality Educator Workforce in All 
Schools.  We need more positions to support the education of students. 

  

In conclusion I urge the Committee to PASS HB2074 HD1.  Mahalo for the opportunity to 
testify. 

  

�(���2�/�$���0�$�8���.�$���‹�¿�/�(�/�2���+�$�:�$�,�‹�,������ 
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Comments:  

Aloha, I am writing in support of HB2074. Mahalo! 
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Comments:  

�‹�2���.�D�‹�L�P�L�O�H�L���.�H�D�P�R�D�L-�6�W�U�L�F�N�O�D�Q�G���N�R�‹�X���L�Q�R�D���D���K�H���N�X�P�X���Z�D�X���P�D���.�H���.�X�O�D���.�D�L�D�S�X�Q�L���R���:�D�L�P�—�Q�D�O�R����
�.�—�N�R�‹�R���D���S�D�L�S�D�L���Q�X�L���D�X���L���N�D �S�L�O�D���K�H�O�X�������������Q�R���N�D���K�R�‹�R�N�D�‹�D�Z�D�O�H���D���K�—�‹�D�Z�L���‹�D�Q�D���L���N�—�O�—���L���P�H�D���H��
�K�R�‹�R�N�X�P�X���L���P�D�X���‹�R�L�K�D�Q�D���N�X�O�D���N�D�L�D�S�X�Q�L�����+�H���K�X�D�K�D�Q�D���D�X���R���N�D���S�D�S�D�K�D�Q�D���N�D�L�D�S�X�Q�L�����Q�R���O�D�L�O�D�����‹�L�N�H���O�H�‹�D��
�D�X���L���N�D���Z�D�L�Z�D�L�����N�D���S�L�N�R���D���P�H���N�D���Q�R�K�R�Q�D���L���K�R�‹�—�P�D�Q�D �‹�L�D���P�D���O�X�Q�D���R���Q�—���N�H�L�N�L���N�D�L�D�S�X�Q�L���‹�2�L�D�L���N�H��
�K�R�‹�R�P�—�K�X�D�K�X�D���‹�L�D���Q�H�L���N�D���Q�X�L���R���Q�—���N�H�L�N�L���N�D�L�D�S�X�Q�L�����K�H���S�R�Q�R���N�D���K�R�‹�R�Q�X�L���‹�D�Q�D���L���Q�—���N�X�P�X���N�D�L�D�S�X�Q�L����
�1�D�Q�L���S�D�O�H�Q�D���‹�R�O�H ka holomua o ka papahana kaiapuni m�D���+�D�Z�D�L�‹�L���Q�H�L�����D���K�H���P�H�D���N�R�‹�L�N�R�‹�L���N�H���N�—�O�H�O�H��
�‹�D�Q�D���L���L�D���Z�D�K�L���K�R�O�R�P�X�D�����‹�2���N�D���‹�¿�O�H�O�R���+�D�Z�D�L�‹�L���N�D���P�H�D���H���K�R�‹�À�O�D���P�D�X���D�L���L���L�D���P�H�D���K�H���+�D�Z�D�L�‹�L�����D���‹�R��
�N�D���K�—�Q�D�L���‹�D�Q�D���L���N�D���‹�À�O�H�O�R���L���Q�— �N�H�L�N�L���N�D���P�H�D���H���S�D�Q�H�‹�H���D�L���N�—�N�R�X�����Q�—���‹�À�L�Z�L���R���Q�H�L���‹�—�L�Q�D�����L���N�D���Q�D�‹�D�X�D�R��  

�0�\���Q�D�P�H���L�V���.�D�‹�L�P�L�O�Hi Keamoai-Strickland and I am a teacher at Ke Kula Kaiapuni o 
�:�D�L�P�—�Q�D�O�R�����,���D�P���L�Q���V�W�U�R�Q�J���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���R�I���+�%�������������Z�K�L�F�K���Z�L�O�O���D�S�S�U�R�S�U�L�D�W�H���I�X�Q�G�V���W�R���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K��
kaiapuni support and classroom positions. As I am a product of the kaiapuni program, I can 
personally attest to the enrichment, sense of self-identity & world view one is empowered with 
through kaiapuni. In lieu of the increasing numbers of kaiapuni students, there is a high need for 
more support and classroom staff. It is so exquisite to see the progression of the kaiapuni 
�S�U�R�J�U�D�P���K�H�U�H���L�Q���+�D�Z�D�L�‹�L�����D�Q�G���L�W���L�V���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���W�R���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���W�K�D�W���S�U�R�J�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q�����,�W���L�V���W�K�H���+�D�Z�D�L�L�D�Q��
�O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H���W�K�D�W���K�H�O�S�V���X�V���W�R���V�X�V�W�D�L�Q���Z�K�R���Z�H���D�U�H���D�V���+�D�Z�D�L�‹�L�����D�Q�G���Q�R�X�U�L�V�K�L�Q�J���R�X�U���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���Z�L�W�K���R�X�U��
language is what will help us, the indigenous peoples of this land, to reach enlightenment. 

 



 

 
TO:      Representative Justin H. Woodson, Chair, House Committee on Education 
  Representative Trish La Chica, Vice Chair, House Committee on Education 
  House Committee on Education Members 

                                            
FROM:       Hali Kanoelani Pacheco  

Kaiapuni Graduate (2015) 
Former Kaiapuni Teacher (2019-2021) 
Kaiapuni Advocate - UH Maui College 

  
RE:  HB 2074, Relating to Kaiapuni Education 

Hearing on February 1, 2024   
IN STRONG SUPPORT of  HB 2074 

 
�$�O�R�K�D���P�D�L���H���Q�D���S�R�‹�R���D �P�H���Q�—���O�—�O�—���R���N�D���‹�$�K�D���‹�¿�O�H�O�R�� 
 
My name is Hali Kanoelani Pacheco and I am a Papahana Kaiapuni graduate (2015), teacher (2019-
���������������D�Q�G���Q�R�Z���W�H�D�F�K�H�U���D�G�Y�R�F�D�W�H�����0�\���Z�R�U�N���Q�R�Z���D�W���W�K�H���8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���R�I���+�D�Z�D�L�‹�L���0�D�X�L���&�R�O�O�H�J�H���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V���D��
teacher pathway program for those who are interested in becoming licensed teachers.  
 
I am testifying in STRONG SUPPORT of HB 2074 - Relating to Kaiapuni Education. Currently, the 
DOE funds 35 teacher positions across the state for 22 schools. There has been an increase of 8 
kaiapuni schools in the last 10 years. There has been an increase in students in the past 10 years by 
almost 1,000 students. Many families are turned away by DOE schools at registration for the kaiapuni 
school that is closest to them. There are still 6 complex areas including 1 island that the DOE is not 
providing access to kaiapuni education. This bill will ensure that the State upholds its constitutional 
responsibility to Article X, Section 4, and Article XV, Section 4 of the Hawaii State Constitution 
(1978). Ensure equitable access to resources and education specifically for Hawaiian immersion 
�H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���R�Q���D�O�O���L�V�O�D�Q�G�V���L�Q���+�D�Z�D�L�‹�L�¶�V���S�X�E�O�L�F���V�F�K�R�R�O�V�����D�Q�G���X�S�K�R�O�G���J�X�L�G�H�O�L�Q�H�V���V�H�W���I�R�U�W�K���L�Q���%�2�(���S�R�O�L�F�\��
105-8. Public education has 2 language pathways- English and Hawaiian.  Hawaiian education is not 
securely represented in the Board of Education. 
 
In conclusion I am testifying in STRONG SUPPORT of HB 2074 - Relating to Kaiapuni Education. 
I urge the Committee to PASS HB 2074.  Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

 
�(���2�/�$���0�$�8���.�$���‹�¿�/�(�/�2���+�$�:�$�,�‹�,������ 
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Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha,  

Please support Kula Kaiapuni education growth by supporting HB 2074.  Language is imperative 
to culture and as a Kaiapuni makua I know first hand what an amazing program Kula Kaiapuni is 
and how it has shaped both of my keiki in such a unique and empowering way.  Kaiapuni keiki 
grow up to be proud of who they are and where they come from, and become amazing leaders 
of  �R�X�U���O�—�K�X�L�����O�H�D�G�L�Q�J���E�\���H�[�D�P�S�O�H���L�Q���Z�D�\�V���W�K�D�W���R�Q�O�\���.�D�L�D�S�X�Q�L���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���F�D�Q���W�H�D�F�K���D�Q�G��
nurture.  Please support this bill.   

Mahalo nui,  

Gretchen Losano 

Lahaina, Maui 

 



 

 

TO:      Representative Kyle T. Yamashita, Chair, House Committee on Finance 
  Representative Lisa Kitagawa, Vice Chair, House Committee on Finance 
  House Committee on Education Members 

                                            
FROM:        Daphne Honma 

�+�R�Q�R�N�D�‹�D���+�L�J�K���	���,�Q�W�H�U�����6�F�K�R�R�O 
  

RE:  HB2074_HD1, Relating to Kaiapuni Education 
Hearing on February 23, 2024   
IN STRONG SUPPORT of  HB2074_HD1 

 
Aloha mai e na poo a me na lala o ka Aha Olelo, 
 

My name is Daphne Honma and I am a teacher at Hon�R�N�D�‹�D���+�L�J�K���	���,�Q�W�H�U�����6�F�K�R�R�O���D�Q�G���Z�H���K�D�Y�H��
our Kaiapuni School - Alo Kehau and participate in workshops and some meetings with/sponsored by 
�‹�$�K�D���.�D�X�O�H�R�� 
I am testifying in STRONG SUPPORT of HB2074 HD1 - Relating to Kaiapuni Education. 
 

We need to make sure our Kaiapuni schools have enough teachers at each school to meet student 
needs. Kaiapuni schools are growing because many parents are interested in their children attending a 
�.�D�L�D�S�X�Q�L���V�F�K�R�R�O���R�U���Z�D�Q�W���W�K�H�P���W�R���O�H�D�U�Q���‹�À�O�H�O�R���+�D�Z�D�L�‹�L���D�Q�G���F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�V�����,���I�H�H�O��that each public 
school should have a Kaiapuni option especially since the Hawaiian language is part of the DOE 
strategic plan. 
 

�(�Y�H�U�\���I�D�P�L�O�\���V�K�R�X�O�G���K�D�Y�H���D�F�F�H�V�V���W�R���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���‹�À�O�H�O�R���+�D�Z�D�L�‹�L���D�Q�G���+�D�Z�D�L�L�D�Q���F�X�O�W�X�U�H�����(�D�F�K��
school should have equal access to resources to provide the best education possible for all students. 
�7�K�L�V���E�L�O�O���Z�L�O�O���P�D�N�H���V�X�U�H���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���6�W�D�W�H���Z�L�O�O���X�S�K�R�O�G���L�W�‹�V���F�R�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�D�O���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���W�R���$�U�W�L�F�O�H���;�����6�H�F�W�L�R�Q��
�����D�Q�G���$�U�W�L�F�O�H���;�9�����6�H�F�W�L�R�Q�������R�I���W�K�H���+�D�Z�D�L�‹�L���6�W�D�W�H���&�R�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���W�K�H���J�X�L�G�H�O�L�Q�H�V���Vet forth in the BOE 
policy 105-8. 

 
In conclusion I strongly support HB2074 HD1 because this would be in the best interest of all 

the students in this state.  It would help to create a stronger sense of belonging and who we are as a 
�S�H�R�S�O�H���R�I���+�D�Z�D�L�‹�L�� 

I urge the Committee to please PASS HB2074 HD1.  Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 
 

�(���2�/�$���0�$�8���.�$���‹�¿�/�(�/�2���+�$�:�$�,�‹�,������ 
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Comments:  

As a former kaiapuni teacher, I am intimately familiar with the unique struggle faced by our 
Hawaiian immersion teachers. I was the sole science teacher for 7-12 grade science at Ke Kula o 
Kamakau and was frequently overwhelmed with the task of developing curriculum and lesson 
plans for multiple different classes when textbooks and other materials were not available in our 
language. At Ke Kula o Anuenue the one high school science teacher had to teach four different 
subjects. In both schools, there are no other science teachers to consult with for support. This bill 
offers a relatively low inexpensive measure that would do a lot to support teachers and reduce 
teaching load to achieve the goal of our papahana kaiapuni and promote learning for our keiki.  
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Comments:  

Aloha nui, my name is Kainalu Steward and I am from Lahaina, Maui however currently reside 
in Hilo. I am writing this testimony in strong support of HB2074. As a part time Hawaiian 
�O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H���H�G�X�F�D�W�R�U�����,���I�L�U�P�O�\���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H���L�Q���W�K�H���S�H�U�S�H�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���‹�À�O�H�O�R���+�D�Z�D�L�‹�L���Whrough our education 
system for many beneficial reasons. Within learning the native language, our children also grow 
�D�V���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�V���Z�K�R���Y�D�O�X�H���H�D�F�K���R�W�K�H�U�����R�X�U���O�D�Q�G�����Z�D�W�H�U�V�����‹�R�K�D�Q�D�����D�Q�G���R�Y�H�U�D�O�O���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���W�K�D�W���L�V��
grounded in place. Having sufficient funds to support the kaiapuni system is crucial, especially 
as the demand grows and there is a constant lack of kumu and support from the DOE to our 
kaiapuni community over the years. I strongly urge to pass this bill for our future keiki and those 
kumu who go above and beyond to ensure that our language thrives among our communities. 
Mahalo nui for your time.  
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