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inspector will take the lead in researching and utilizing new recognized testing 

measures to identify different products geographically such as Oritain technology 

(https://oritain.com), which can generate science-based data from specific growing 

regions as a proof and confirmation of truth or false labeling and advertising.   

 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure. 

 








February 20, 2023


Senator Jarrett Keohokalole, Chair

Senator Carol Fukunaga, Vice Chair

Committee on Commerce & Consumer Protection

Thursday, February 23, 2023

10:00 am

Via Videoconference


RE: SB746 Relating to Coffee Labeling (Strong Support)


Dear Chair Keohokalole, Vice Chair Fukunaga & Members of the Committee,


The Chamber of Sustainable Commerce (CSC) testifies in strong support of SB746, which 
expands the coffee labeling and advertising requirements to include ready-to-drink 
coffee beverages and inner packages and inner wrapping labels,!requires disclosure on 
the label of coffee blends of the respective geographic and regional origins and per cent 
by weight of the blended coffees, and prohibits use of the term "All Hawaiian" in labeling 
or advertising for roasted coffee or instant coffee not produced entirely from green coffee 
beans grown and processed in Hawaii.


As business owners who believe we can strengthen our economy without hurting 
workers, consumers, or the environment, we urge this committee to pass SB746 because 
it protects consumers from intentionally misleading packaging that undermines the value 
of the work and investment of local coffee farmers.  








SB-746 
Submitted on: 2/21/2023 7:51:28 AM 
Testimony for CPN on 2/23/2023 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Drew Wilkinson 
Testifying for Growing 

Together Edible 
Landscaping 

Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Senators,  

As a small farm business owner, I understand the importance of true to label marketing. I am in 
strong support for the bill SB 746. This bill not only will help local coffee growers differtiate 
their locally grown beans from others that are imported, but it will help set a precedent for future 
labeling across other goods. It will help clarify the true % of hawaiian grown beans. In the future, 
I see this as a step forward to supporting local agriculture in Hawaii. Thank you for your 
consideration.  

SIncerely,  

Drew Wilkinson (Owner and Manager) 

Growing Together Edible Landscaping 
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SB-746 
Submitted on: 2/18/2023 4:03:36 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 2/23/2023 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Nancy Redfeather Testifying for Ka Ohana O 
Na Pua Support Written Testimony 

Only 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair, Vie-Chair, and Members of the Committee, 

Labeling the % of Kona Coffee honestly, on all coffee packaging,  including all the Blenders 
coffee packaging is actually something we can do NOW to help the 800 small family coffee 
farms across the State.  Currently, there are a great number of threats to Kona Coffee as you 
know, Coffee Rust, Little Fire Ant and CBB being the top three current challenges, that require 
making many adjustments to the farmer's practices in the field.  Spraying alone, is extremely 
time consuming and hazardous to our farming families and the environment, disrupting 
ecosystems and pollinators.  So we know that our farmers are having a hard time right now 
because everything has changed. for them.  Please support our amazing, courageous and 
persistent coffee farmers statewide by doing the right thing.  Countries all over the world 
"honestly" support through labeling their BEST products and we should follow suit.  Mahalo Nui 
for your consideration of this Bill.  I hope I don't see it again next year, I think I have been 
testifying on this idea for at least 20+ years.  The time has come, tell the farmers you support 
them and their unique product! 

Mahalo, Nancy Redfeather 

Former Coffee Farmer - Kona  

 



SB-746 
Submitted on: 2/20/2023 7:51:31 AM 
Testimony for CPN on 2/23/2023 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Michael Katz Testifying for Kealaola 
LLC Support Written Testimony 

Only 
 
 
Comments:  

The Kona Coffee name continues to be abused despite many years of studies and review by the 
legislature.  It's time for some action.  There are many businesses that stand to benifit from a law 
that most assume is already in effect.  After so many years of Kona Coffee's recognition as a 
superior product, tourists and even locals are shocked to find out what they spent extra money on 
isn't the real thing.  Le't's get this fixed! 

Michael Katz 
Kealaola LLC 

 



SB-746 
Submitted on: 2/20/2023 7:52:51 AM 
Testimony for CPN on 2/23/2023 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Colehour Bondera Testifying for Kanalani 
Ohana Farm Support Written Testimony 

Only 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair & Committee Members: 

Thank you for your attention to this important piece of legislation which is based on consumer 
deception -- let Hawaii lead the way in truth in labelling of one of the states' best known products 
-- coffee. 

While there is a delay in getting required percentage of coffee in blends to be properly 
represented so that there is not deception in what is permitted by the HDOA, the legislature can 
and should take a stance on our basic need of informing consumers what is in the bags of Hawaii 
cofffee products in the meantime.   

Labels reflect what is contained; than is very distinct and not covered in the same way as what 
percentages are required for proper standards.  Please let us have truth in lbelling not be mixed 
up and ignored until an agreement is finalized regarding percent reauired. 

As a direct marketing farmer and also a consumer, I know that consumers often seek to knoww 
hat they are buying.  Let us support this legislation to make that clear and true for coffee labels of 
Hawaii products. 

SIncerely, 

  

Colehour Bondera 

colemel2@gmail.com 

 



SB-746 
Submitted on: 2/20/2023 5:24:32 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 2/23/2023 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Franz Weber 

Testifying for Kona 
Coffee Farmers 

Association, Board 
Member 

Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly support the bill 
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SB-746 
Submitted on: 2/20/2023 7:38:13 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 2/23/2023 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jim Monk 
Testifying for Kona 

Coffee Farmers 
Association 

Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am a KCFA Board member.Truth in labelling is a basic need for all products, especially our 
wonderful 100% pure Kona coffee. Please help Hawaii develop strong laws to protect our 
important farm products.  Thank you. 

 



SB-746 
Submitted on: 2/20/2023 9:18:00 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 2/23/2023 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Carolyn Witcover 
Testifying for Kona 

Coffee Farmers 
Association  

Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly support this Bill. It is critical to have informed consumers of any product and 
especially now for coffee given the lilberty taken by some companies to mislead consumers. It 
diminishes the value of the Kona franchise and the reputation of our farmers and our state, It is 
embarassing to see coffee cheats in the store. It is a classic rip-off and it is beneath us to enable 
the behavior. 

 



SB-746 
Submitted on: 2/20/2023 7:06:34 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 2/23/2023 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Una Greenaway Testifying for Kuaiwi 
Farm Support Written Testimony 

Only 
 
 
Comments:  

Please pass this bill.  We coffee farmers have been hit with so many challenges in the past few 
years, we need all the jelp we can get from the lawmakers.  Thank you 

 



SB-746 
Submitted on: 2/21/2023 2:13:48 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 2/23/2023 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Christian Zuckerman Testifying for Kuwale 
Ridge Farms Support Written Testimony 

Only 
 
 
Comments:  

I storngly support bill SB 746. Truth in labeling for Kona coffee (and other agricultural products 
grown in Hawaii) need to be protected and supported by the state. We face high costs for 
production associated with being isolated in the middle of the pacific and can not compete with 
prices of imports. This dilutes the local quality of coffee but also creates undue competition that 
does not take into account these higher costs. 

Aloha  

Christian Zuckerman 

 



mailto:henry.lifeoftheland@gmail.com




Rancho Aloha 

Holualoa, Hawaii County 

 



SB-746 
Submitted on: 2/18/2023 12:47:13 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 2/23/2023 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Caroline Azelski Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

In support.  Thank you. 

 



SB-746 
Submitted on: 2/18/2023 4:20:02 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 2/23/2023 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

George M. Peavy Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am a resident of South Kona where we maintain a coffee farm, providing local employment and 
supporting the local economy with our operations. The success of our business, its continued 
operations, and it contributions to the local community and the State of Hawaii is highly 
dependent upon production of a quality product for which there is a high demand. 

Kona Coffee is a highly desirable regional brand, and other regions in Hawaii are increasing in 
their brand recognition. Regional branding is an important component of successful marketing of 
agricultural products, and is highly protected for many commodities in many states. It should be 
protected for the coffee industry in Hawaii. 

Consumers have a right to know what is in a coffee blend, and have an expectation of truthful 
product labeling. 

I urge you to stand up for the farmers of Hawaii, for the importance of regional branding for 
Hawaii agricultural products, and for the rights of consumers to have a full and honest disclosure 
of the content of the product that they are asked to purchase, by supporting this legislation. 

 



SB-746 
Submitted on: 2/18/2023 6:47:45 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 2/23/2023 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

R A Culbertson Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Senators! 

Of course this bill (SB746) should be passed. And in fact, it's long overdue! 

Protect the hardest working farming folks here on the Big Island. And let's uphold standards of 
integrity. Let's be sure customers who want it, can find it; the real thing that is, 100% Kona 
coffee! 

Mahalo nui loa! 

R A Culbertson 

Honokaa 

 



https://www.cspinet.org/sites/default/files/attachment/food_labeling_chaos_report.pdf
https://docstudio.org/2018/11/25/no-use-crying-over-spilt-milk/#:~:text=How%20watered%20down%20milk%20showcased,were%20mishandling%20their%20milk%20supplies
https://docstudio.org/2018/11/25/no-use-crying-over-spilt-milk/#:~:text=How%20watered%20down%20milk%20showcased,were%20mishandling%20their%20milk%20supplies
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https://docstudio.org/2018/11/25/no-use-crying-over-spilt-milk/#:~:text=How%20watered%20down%20milk%20showcased,were%20mishandling%20their%20milk%20supplies
https://www.fda.gov/media/117402/download#:~:text=We%20require%20that%2C%20when%20a,as%20part%20of%20a%20package
https://www.fda.gov/media/117402/download#:~:text=We%20require%20that%2C%20when%20a,as%20part%20of%20a%20package


SB-746 
Submitted on: 2/19/2023 3:40:07 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 2/23/2023 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Mary Whispering Wind Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair and Committee Members, 

I support this SB-746 because I support truth in labeling. Please, pass this important bill. 

Labels should not be a scam, which is trying to misrepresent the product. They should reveal, 
with as much clarity as possible, the actual portions of the ingredients.  

Mahalo for your kind consideration, 

Mary Whispering Wind 

marywind@mail.com 

 



SB-746 
Submitted on: 2/19/2023 4:41:36 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 2/23/2023 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Theresa Holderread Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Hawaii Coffee many times get a bad reputation because we allow blends where the majority of 
the beans aren't even from this state or country.  People see Hawaiian, not 10% Hawaiian coffee 
beans (pertains to geographical coffee beans also). 

If people had a higher opinion of the coffee we wouldn't have coffee drinking tourists standing in 
line at places like Starbucks in Hawaii.  Let's get the reputation of Hawaii coffee where it should 
be.  Let's be proud and shout it to the world that Hawaii coffee is awesome. 

We are effectively allowing vendors to mislable their products and that's not fair to the Hawaii 
coffee growers that work hard for what they produce. 

 



SB-746 
Submitted on: 2/19/2023 8:28:36 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 2/23/2023 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Elizabeth Hansen Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

Please support this bill.  If we really want to increase local farming, then we must protect the 
companies against false advertisng/ packaging.   

Mahalo, 

Elizabeth Hansen, Hakalau HI 96710  

 



SB-746 
Submitted on: 2/19/2023 9:07:00 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 2/23/2023 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Rodger Hansen Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha,  

Please support this bill.  If we really want to increase local farming, then we must protect the 
companies against false advertising/ packaging.   

Mahalo, 

Rodger Hansen, Hakalau HI 96710  

 



SB-746 
Submitted on: 2/20/2023 9:56:12 AM 
Testimony for CPN on 2/23/2023 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

jeanne wheeler Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly support this bill so important to our small local coffee farmers - PLEASE pass it! 
Mahalo, JW 

 



SB-746 
Submitted on: 2/20/2023 3:10:58 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 2/23/2023 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Regina Gregory Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Support  

 



SB-746 
Submitted on: 2/21/2023 7:02:15 AM 
Testimony for CPN on 2/23/2023 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Cecelia Smith Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

We are in favor of this. 

Mahalo 

 



SB-746 
Submitted on: 2/21/2023 7:12:11 AM 
Testimony for CPN on 2/23/2023 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Barbara Barry Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

I strongly support SB746, 

Mahalo, 

 





SB-746 
Submitted on: 2/21/2023 7:48:58 AM 
Testimony for CPN on 2/23/2023 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Greg Koch Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Consumer labeling should make it easy to know the truth and not require special knowledge. 

 





SB-746 
Submitted on: 2/21/2023 8:36:02 AM 
Testimony for CPN on 2/23/2023 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Dennis F Lokmer Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I urge strong support for this bill.  DFL 

 



SB-746 
Submitted on: 2/21/2023 8:51:21 AM 
Testimony for CPN on 2/23/2023 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Shannon Rudolph Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Support 

 



SB-746 
Submitted on: 2/21/2023 8:55:09 AM 
Testimony for CPN on 2/23/2023 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Robert ZUckerman Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I suuport this bill as it will assure more transparency in marketing. 

 



SB-746 
Submitted on: 2/21/2023 9:26:34 AM 
Testimony for CPN on 2/23/2023 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Scott Crawford Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I urge your support for this measure to help ensure truth in labeling around Hawaii's coffee 
industry.  

 



SB-746 
Submitted on: 2/21/2023 9:32:17 AM 
Testimony for CPN on 2/23/2023 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Rourk Reagan Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Committee Members, 

I ask for your support on Hawaii Coffee labeling. Farmers here work so hard to grow and market 
our local coffee and products.  It's a shame and hurtful when others can easily mislead consumers 
by only having 10% of our local coffee belnded in. 

I work at farmers markets accross the big Island and constantly get asked why our price of coffee 
is high when they can get other brands that say Kona Coffee at Longs or the Walmart.  I tell 
them to look at the fine print, you are only getting 10% Kona. They tend to feel foolish and 
betrayed.  Just imagine if you were to buy a bottle of French Champagne, and it was only 10% 
French and the rest from Washington. That is what is being done to our farmers.  

Please help our local farmers and consumers with truth in labeling. 

Sincerly, 

Rourk Reagan 

Pukana La Farms 

 



SB-746 
Submitted on: 2/21/2023 11:21:22 AM 
Testimony for CPN on 2/23/2023 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Tane Datta Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

If people know what they are really buying the customers annd the growers benefit. Truth in 
advertising is important 

 



SB-746 
Submitted on: 2/21/2023 12:02:37 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 2/23/2023 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sunny Savage Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

In strong support! 

 













SB-746 
Submitted on: 2/22/2023 12:44:02 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 2/23/2023 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 
Minister, Hector Hoyos 

(aka) SisterFace Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Makes sense to me, a very avid coffee drinker of good beans! 

 

k.kaawaloa
Late



SB-746 
Submitted on: 2/22/2023 1:03:24 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 2/23/2023 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Helmut Klauer Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Strongly support  

 

k.kaawaloa
Late
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