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Fiscal Implications:  This measure will impact the priorities identified in the Governor’s 1 

Executive Budget Request for the Department of Health’s (Department) appropriations and 2 

personnel priorities. 3 

The Department estimates that approximately $500,000 will be needed to develop and 4 

submit an economic viability report that analyzes the prescribed elements in HCR0109. 5 

Department Testimony:  HCR0109 requests that the Department: (1) develop a plan of 6 

initiatives for improved waste diversion rates by working with the counties to address each 7 

county’s unique needs; (2) develop an economic report that evaluates the viability of shipping 8 

waste between counties for recycling or incineration given the current infrastructure, evaluates 9 

the viability after developing additional infrastructure, and estimates statewide landfill capacity if 10 

waste is shipped between counties but no new infrastructure is developed; and (3) submit the 11 

economic report to the Legislature. 12 

The Department has already begun conducting a similar waste diversion plan prescribed 13 

in HCR0109 to collaborate with all the counties to address solid waste management issues 14 

statewide, including improving waste diversion activities to achieve diversion goals. The update 15 

of the state Integrated Solid Waste Management (ISWM) plan requires the Department to 16 

convene a task force to review the current county waste management plans and assist the 17 
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Department with updating the state ISWM plan. Additionally, all the county solid waste 1 

management administrators have all been invited to join the task force to collaboratively identify 2 

solutions to the state’s solid waste issues. 3 

The Department conservatively estimates that it will cost approximately $500,000 to 4 

commission an economic report that evaluates the viability of shipping waste between counties 5 

for recycling or incineration given the current infrastructure, evaluates the viability after 6 

developing additional infrastructure, and estimates statewide landfill capacity if waste is shipped 7 

between counties but no new infrastructure is developed. In addition to updating the state ISWM 8 

plan, the Department has also applied for federal Solid Waste Infrastructure for Recycling grant 9 

funds to conduct a statewide waste composition study. With limited staff resources and these 10 

existing projects planned through 2025, the Department will need to contract this portion of 11 

HCR0109 but does not have the funding to contract. 12 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 13 

Offered Amendments:  None.  14 
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