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HOUSE BILL NO. 1348 HD1 

RELATING TO LABELING OF MACADAMIA NUTS 
 

Chairperson Tarnas and Members of the Committee: 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on House Bill 1348 HD1.  This measure 

clarifies labeling requirements for macadamia nuts.  Requires country of origin to be 

included on the label of a consumer package of raw or processed macadamia nuts. 

Allows a private right of action for violations.  The Department of Agriculture (DOA) 

supports this bill and offers comments. 

 

DOA’s Measurement Standards Branch investigates and enforces statute HRS 

486-120.5 relating to macadamia nuts.  The words “Foreign-Grown Macadamia Nuts” 

with a percentage of product by weight may be clearer than listing multiple countries on 

the package.  The wording “By any other means” on page 1 line 14 is a broad term and 

vague in nature and with different interpretations.  It is difficult to enforce as found in the 

Made In Hawaii statute 486-119.  The Department would like to see language that is 

more identifiable and would stand up better to a legal challenge. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure. 
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TO:  Representative David A. Tarnas, Chair  

Representative Gregg Takayama, Vice-Chair  

Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs   

 

        

RE:  HB1348 HD1 Relating to Labeling of Macadamia Nuts – In Opposition 

  Hearing Date: Wednesday, March 1, 2023, 2pm HST 

 

Aloha Chair Tarnas, Vice Chair Takayama, and members of the Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs 

Committee:   

 

My name is Michelle Leon-Guerrero and I serve as Chief Administrative Officer for Hawaiian 

Host Group which includes the Hawaiian Host, Mauna Loa and KOHO brands. Mahalo for the 

opportunity to submit this testimony in STRONG OPPOSITION to HB 1348, HD1.  

 

Hawaiian Host is a local company whose origins date back to 1927. Our founders, Mamoru and 

Aiko Takitani from Maui, were the innovators that created the first chocolate covered 

macadamia confections from Hawaii. The Takitanis’ continued to innovate macadamia nut 

products. Their legacy is now known and shared all over the world.  

 

Throughout our nearly 100 years, Hawaiian Host has been a company dedicated to its Hawaii 

roots.  We operate two manufacturing facilities, one in Honolulu and one in Hilo, and proudly 

employ over 300 local employees - many that have been with us for decades. There are even 

generations of families in some cases working side by side in our factories, continuing to grow 

their legacy with our company.    

 

While I understand the intent of HB 1348 HD1 to strengthen existing protections for macadamia 

nut farmers and consumers in Hawaii the bill as currently drafted is too broad and subject to 

inconsistent interpretations with potentially negative impacts on the industry, local companies, 

and our local community.  

 

Unlike other crops grown in Hawaii, there are many products that use macadamias as an 

ingredient but not the sole source of the package. Macadamias, like other crops, are seasonal and 

require some importing to maintain consistency and supply, with end products that include 

chocolate, shortbread, cookies, ice creams, nut milks, butters, and other confections. Those 

products likely contain some ingredients that are not grown but are made into value-added 

products in Hawaii. These products account for thousands of local jobs and a valuable 

diversification from tourism.  
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Indeed the legislature has identified in HB 1426 HD1 the need for food and product innovation, 

including value-add facilities, to support Hawaii’s agriculture and economic diversification 
goals. Many local businesses focus our innovation efforts to continue to support creating new 

value-added products in Hawaii. HB 1348 HD1 as proposed, creates laws that not only hurt the 

industry, but threaten many local employers and their employees, who are also important to our 

community.  

 

HB 1348 HD1 as it is currently written also does not provide notice or clearly define what is or is 

not prohibited regarding packaging. Given the broad language of the bill, companies could incur 

tremendous expenses to redesign and set up new packaging and be left with considerable amount 

of packaging inventory that will result in additional financial burden for these local businesses.  

In addition, there is concern that local farmers may not meet the demand for macadamia nuts for 

all products manufactured in Hawaii throughout the year. 

 

Finally, HB 1348, HD1 presents several legal issues which could result in violations of federal 

law, and the Hawaii and U.S. constitution including vagueness, violations of the dormant 

Commerce Clause and trademark rights under the  

 

I believe HB 1348 HD1 needs more time for both growers, processors, and CPG companies to 

come up with standards that work together in order to ensure the long-term success of the 

macadamia industry in Hawaii.  

 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony. 

 

Mahalo,  

 
 

Michelle Leon Guerrero 

Chief Administrative Officer 

Hawaiian Host Group 
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Testimony of Jason Stith

Mahina Mele Farms LLC

February 28, 2023

RE: HB1348 RELATING TO LABELING OF MACADAMIA NUTS

Aloha Chair Tarnas, Vice Chair Takayama, and the members of the House Committee on Judiciary and Hawaiian
Affairs,

My name is Jason Stith and I am a farmer and processor of Hawaii-grown macadamia nuts in South Kona. I am
writing you to support House Bill 1348 RELATING TO LABELING OF MACADAMIA NUTS.

The macadamia nut industry is a significant contributor to Hawaii's agricultural economy. There are currently
about 16,000 acres of macadamia nuts statewide on roughly 620 farms. In 2021, the industry generated $62.73
million (S1 million pounds of wet-in shell sales), and in 2020, it was the 2nd largest agricultural commodity
produced in Hawai'i, behind only seed crops.

The Hawaii macadamia nut industry is under great stress from economic and environmental pressures. One of the
greatest threats to the viability of macadamia farming in Hawaii is the misleading labeling of macadamia nut
products. Currently there is little to no regulation to prevent the use of Hawaiian names and images to market
macadamia nuts grown outside of Hawaii.

Consumers may not be aware that many of the macadamia nut products sold in Hawaii contain little to no Hawaii-
grown nuts. It is in the best interest of the consumers of the state to clarify the labeling regulations and end the
practice of misleading labeling.

Thank you for taking the time to consider this bill and my testimony.

Mahalo,

< Jason Stitg

ner, Mahina Mele Farms, LLC





Testimony of Rebecca Hemstead 

Hawaiian Macadamia Nut Company 

February 28, 2023 

RE: HB1348 RELATING TO LABELING OF MACADAMIA NUTS 

Aloha Chair Tarnas, Vice Chair Takayama, and the members of the House Committee on Judiciary and Hawaiian 
Affairs, 

 
My name is Rebecca Hemstead and I am a farmer of Hawaii-grown macadamia nuts in Kona, Hawaii. I am writing 
you to support House Bill 1348 RELATING TO LABELING OF MACADAMIA NUTS. 

The macadamia nut industry is a significant contributor to Hawaii’s agricultural economy. There are currently 
about 16,000 acres of macadamia nuts statewide on roughly 620 farms. In 2021, the industry generated $62.73 
million (51 million pounds of wet-in shell sales), and in 2020, it was the 2nd largest agricultural commodity 
produced in Hawai’i, behind only seed crops. 

The Hawaii macadamia nut industry is under great stress from economic and environmental pressures. One of the 
greatest threats to the viability of macadamia farming in Hawaii is the misleading labeling of macadamia nut 
products. Currently there is little to no regulation to prevent the use of Hawaiian names and images to market 
macadamia nuts grown outside of Hawaii.  

Consumers may not be aware that many of the macadamia nut products sold in Hawaii contain little to no Hawaii-
grown nuts. It is in the best interest of the consumers of the state to clarify the labeling regulations and end the 
practice of misleading labeling.  

Thank you for taking the time to consider this bill and my testimony.  

 

Mahalo,  

 

Rebecca Hemstead 
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STATEMENT OF THE ILWU LOCAL 142 ON HB 1348 —
RELATING TO LABELING OF MACADAMIA NUTS

The International Longshore and Warehouse Union Local 142 (ILWU I42) testifies in strong
support of HB 1348, HDI. The ILWU I42 is a labor union comprised of 18,000 members in
the longshore, tourism, pineapple, and general trades industries — which includes workers in the
Hawaii Macadamia Nut Industry.

HB 1348 I-IDI concerns the integrity of the Hawaiian Macadamia Nut industry-identity. Out of
that matter arises several matters, but not limited to, job security for local workers in the
agricultural industry; labor, environmental and health standards within the agricultural industry
more broadly; and consumer protections. HB 1348 HDI provides important clarification on
existing statute that will close a loophole in the law. In doing so, it provides greater clarity to
business in the industry and further protects the industry-identity of the Hawaiian Macadamia
Nut industry. The ILWU has a strong interest in protecting the industry-identity of the Hawaii
Macadamia Nut industry where many our members work and take pride in their labor.

We appreciate the opportunity to testify in strong support to this measure.

"AN INJURY TO ONE IS AN INJURY TO ALL"
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Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony. 

  

Mahalo, 

Ruby Lee 

 





HB-1348-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/27/2023 12:38:22 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 3/1/2023 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

PAMELA A. SALMO 

HAWAIIAN 

MACADAMIA NUT 

SERVICES 

Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I Pamela Salmo a Supervisor for Hawaiian Macadamia Nut Services strongly support Bill 

HB1348. 

 



HB-1348-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/27/2023 12:52:41 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 3/1/2023 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

imelda aurelio 

HAWAIIAN 

MACADAMIA NUT 

SERVICES 

Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I Imelda Aurelio Support Bill HB1348. 

 



HB-1348-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/27/2023 12:54:19 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 3/1/2023 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Domingo Corpuz 
Hawaiian Macadamia Nut 

Services, LLC 
Support 

Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I strongly support Bill HB1348. 

 



HB-1348-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/27/2023 12:41:43 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 3/1/2023 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ruby Manantan 
Hawaiian Macadamia Nut 

Services 
Support 

Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Hi my name is Ruby Manantan I am a harvesting supervisor for Hawaiian Macadamia Nut 

Services out in the Ka'u Orchard. I strongly support Bill HB1348. 

 



HB-1348-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/27/2023 12:47:29 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 3/1/2023 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Yolanda Norberte  
Hawaiian Macadamia Nut 

Services 
Support 

Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

 I Yolanda Norberte employee for Hawaiian Macadamia Nut Service support Bill HB1348 

 



HB-1348-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/27/2023 12:55:29 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 3/1/2023 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Reima Corpuz 
Hawaiian Macadamia Nut 

Services, LLC 
Support 

Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I strongly support Bill HB1348. 

 



HB-1348-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/27/2023 12:54:21 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 3/1/2023 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Eugenio Asistin 

HAWAIIAN 

MACADAMIA NUT 

SERVICES 

Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support Bill HB1348 

 



HB-1348-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/27/2023 12:57:29 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 3/1/2023 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Emelda Bilog 

HAWAIIAN 

MACADAMIA NUT 

SERVICES 

Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support Bill HB1348. 

 



HB-1348-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/27/2023 12:58:15 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 3/1/2023 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lauro Manzano 
Hawaiian Macadamia Nut 

Services, LLC 
Support 

Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I strongly support Bill HB1348. 

 



HB-1348-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/27/2023 12:59:06 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 3/1/2023 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Antonio Calaro 
Hawaiian Macadamia Nut 

Services, LLC 
Support 

Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I strongly support Bill HB1348. 

 



HB-1348-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/27/2023 1:01:12 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 3/1/2023 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Rodolfo Manzano 
Hawaiian Macadamia Nut 

Services, LLC 
Support 

Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I strongly support Bill HB1348. 

 



HB-1348-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/27/2023 1:01:55 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 3/1/2023 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

marcelina mangoba 
Hawaiian Macadamia Nut 

Services, LLC 
Support 

Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I strongly support Bill HB1348. 

 



HB-1348-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/27/2023 1:02:57 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 3/1/2023 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Esmenia Garo 
Hawaiian Macadamia Nut 

Services, LLC 
Support 

Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I strongly support Bill HB1348. 

 



HB-1348-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/27/2023 1:05:24 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 3/1/2023 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Fe Caluya 
Hawaiian Macadamia Nut 

Services, LLC 
Support 

Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I strongly support Bill HB1348. 

 



HB-1348-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/27/2023 1:03:45 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 3/1/2023 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Manuel Prado 
Hawaiian Macadamia Nut 

Services, LLC 
Support 

Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I strongly support Bill HB1348. 

 



HB-1348-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/27/2023 1:08:13 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 3/1/2023 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Villamor Viernes 
Hawaiian Macadamia Nut 

Services, LLC 
Support 

Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I strongly support Bill HB1348. 

 



HB-1348-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/27/2023 1:11:14 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 3/1/2023 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Rosita Castillo 
Hawaiian Macadamia Nut 

Services, LLC 
Support 

Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I strongly support Bill HB1348. 

 



HB-1348-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/27/2023 1:12:01 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 3/1/2023 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Adela Fukunaga 
Hawaiian Macadamia Nut 

Services, LLC 
Support 

Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I strongly support Bill HB1348. 

 



HB-1348-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/27/2023 1:12:52 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 3/1/2023 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Nenita Dulig 
Hawaiian Macadamia Nut 

Services, LLC 
Support 

Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I strongly support Bill HB1348. 

 



HB-1348-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/27/2023 1:13:57 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 3/1/2023 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Amelita Santos 
Hawaiian Macadamia Nut 

Services, LLC 
Support 

Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I strongly support Bill HB1348. 

 



HB-1348-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/27/2023 1:19:26 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 3/1/2023 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Emeterio Castro 
Hawaiian Macadamia Nut 

Services, LLC 
Support 

Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I strongly support Bill HB1348. 

 



HB-1348-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/27/2023 1:22:51 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 3/1/2023 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Leonarda Castro 
Hawaiian Macadamia Nut 

Services, LLC 
Support 

Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I strongly support HB1348 

 



HB-1348-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/27/2023 1:28:32 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 3/1/2023 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Efres Nethon 
Hawaiian Macadamia Nut 

Services, LLC 
Support 

Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I strongly support Bill HB1348. 

 



HB-1348-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/27/2023 1:31:36 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 3/1/2023 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Simion Neor 
Hawaiian Macadamia Nut 

Services, LLC 
Support 

Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I strongly support Bill HB1348. 

 



HB-1348-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/27/2023 1:37:45 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 3/1/2023 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jezekial Jara 
Hawaiian Macadamia Nut 

Services, LLC 
Support 

Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I strongly support Bill HB1348. 

 



HB-1348-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/27/2023 1:38:45 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 3/1/2023 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Andre 
Hawaii macadamia nuts 

services, llc 
Support 

Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I strongly support Bill HB1348. 

 



HB-1348-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/27/2023 1:39:36 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 3/1/2023 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Josephine Ceredon 
Hawaiian Macadamia Nut 

Services, LLC 
Support 

Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I strongly support Bill HB1348. 

 



HB-1348-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/27/2023 1:41:30 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 3/1/2023 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Rodrigo Bagaoisan 
Hawaiian Macadamia Nut 

Services, LLC 
Support 

Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I strongly support Bill HB1348. 

  

 





Testimony of .iohn Kei Smith

New Hawaii Macnut Company

February 28, 2023

RE: HB1348 RELATING TO LABELING OF MACADAMIA NUTS

Aloha Chair Tamas, vice Chair Takayama, and the members of the House Committee on Judiciary and Hawaiian
Affairs,

My name is John Kei Smith and we own and farm Hawaii-grown macadamia nuts in Pahala in Kau. Our company
has been in business for over 32 years. l am writing you to support House Bill 1348 RELATING TO LABELING OF
MACADAMIA NUTS.

Our orchards as weli as Hawaii macadamia nut industry in general is under threat from economic pressures. High
inflation, rising costs but the increased use of foreign cheaper macadamia nuts in products that appear to be from
Hawaii is making our industry not viable.

Today our company owns over 300 acres of orchards and we see our hard work in creating jobs and an industry
threatened and we will cease to exist if nothing is done.

The misleading labeling of Hawaiian macadamia nut products is one of the key problems with little to no regulation
to prevent the use of Hawaiian names and images to market macadamia nuts grown outside of Hawaii.

When I ask my friends, family, acquaintances about where they think the macadamia products they bought in
Hawaii comes from. They all think it was all grown and made in Hawaii.

It is in the best interest of the consumers of the state to clarify the labeling regulations and end the practice of
misleading labeling.

Thank you for taking the time to consider this bill and my testimony.

Mahalo,

2,ô/2,1-?/#2}

John Kei Smith

President, New Hawaii Macnut Company



HB-1348-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/27/2023 7:51:42 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 3/1/2023 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Steve Miller Sweet Brown Hawaii Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Thank you Chair Tarnas, Vice Chair Takayama, and the members of the House Committee on 

Judiciary and Hawaiian Affairs for taking the time to read my testimony regarding HB1348. 

My name is Steve Miller and I along with my wife run a very small confectionary business 

making caramels.  Two of our very popular flavors are Vanilla Macadamia Nut and Kona Coffee 

Macadamia Nut caramels.  We take great pride in using only Hawaii grown Macadamia Nuts in 

our caramels (using only 100% Kona Coffee too).  We feel if it is important to 'practice what we 

preach' so to speak when it comes to Buy Local when possible.  

Companies pretending to be selling Hawaii grown Macadamia Nuts without actually having the 

content or percentage of the nuts that are actually sourced in Hawaii clearly labeled hurts the 

manufacturer and is unfair to the consumer. 

Please consider passing this legislation to put an end to this practice. 

Aloha, 

Steve Miller - Sweet Brown Hawaii 

 



 

 

Synergistic Hawaii Agriculture Council  
 

 

 

 

Synergistic Hawaii Agriculture Council (SHAC)  

190 Keawe St. Suite 204 Hilo HI 96720 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

THE THIRTY-SECOND LEGISLATURE 

REGULAR SESSION OF 2023 

 

COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY & HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS 

Rep. David A. Tarnas, Chair 

Rep. Gregg Takayama, Vice Chair 

 

Wednesday, March 1, 2023 

Conference Room 325 & Videoconference 

 

My name is Eric Tanouye and I am the President of the Synergistic Hawaii Agriculture 

Council (SHAC). SHAC is a statewide organization consisting of four associations - the 

Hawaii Coffee Association (HCA), the Hawaii Floriculture and Nursery Association 

(HFNA), the Hawaii Macadamia Nut Association (HMNA) and the Hawaii Papaya 

Industry Association (HPIA), and represents over 1000 businesses, from growers to 

processors and shippers, stretching across the State of Hawaii. Our mission is to support 

the growth of Hawaii agriculture and founded with the effort to better market Hawaii 

commodities to foreign and domestic markets.   

 

SHAC SUPPORTS HB1348 RELATING TO LABELING OF MACADAMIA 

NUTS 

 

We find that HB1348 has positive changes to HRS 486-120.5 and though we would like 

to see further changes to the labeling, we support this bill.  It is important to our local 

Macadamia industry to properly convey the knowledge that their products are produced 

in Hawaii. 

If you have any questions, I can be reached by phone at 808-959-3535 ext. 2627, cell 

960-1433 and email eric@greenpointnursery.com.  

 

 

 

     Supporting Agriculture and Hawaii, 

 

 

     Eric Tanouye 

     President 

     Synergistic Hawaii Agriculture Council 

http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/committeepage.aspx?comm=JHA&year=2023
mailto:eric@greenpointnursery.com
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Aloha Chair Tarnas, Vice Chair Takayama, and Members of the House Judiciary &
Hawaiian Affairs Committee,

The Hawaii Farmers Union United (HFUU) is a 501(c)(5) agricultural advocacy
nonprofit representing a network of over 2,500 family farmers and their supporters
across the Hawaiian Islands. HFUU supports HB1348.

HFUU believes that clearly stated labels provide better information to consumers and
promote truth in marketing.
By making sure that the country of origin is included on the label of macadamia nuts,
consumers get an accurate representation of food products. As a result, it creates
transparency for all producers, especially Hawaii's macadamia nut growers, allowing
them to remain competitive in the market. Furthermore, the private right of action for
violations provides an avenue for impacted macadamia nut producers to recoup any
losses attributed to violations.

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify.

Kaipo Kekona, President HFUU/HFUF

Officers
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State President
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The Hawai!i Alliance for Progressive Action (HAPA) is a public non-profit organization under Section 501(c)(3) 
of the Internal Revenue Code. HAPA’s mission is to catalyze community empowerment and systemic change 
towards valuing !aina (environment) and people ahead of corporate profit.!
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2. We support allowing companies time to comply with labeling law set out by HB 1348 through 
the setting of an effective date or safe harbor clause. 
 

 
3. We support further clarification, if needed to address vagueness, to Section 1. (b) and offer a 

possible alternative here: 

 
(1) Contains language that a portion of the raw or processed macadamia nuts contained in the 
package was grown in Hawaii; or 
(2) Contains representations of the State, which in conjunction with other package branding, 
creates a reasonable expectation that the raw or processed macadamia nuts originate from any place 
within the State. 
 
Thank you for taking the time to consider our testimony.  
 

Mahalo,  

 

Barbara Anderson 

Secretary 

Hawaii Macadamia Nut Association 



HB-1348-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/28/2023 6:31:01 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 3/1/2023 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Cindy Salmo 

HAWAIIAN 

MACADAMIA NUT 

SERVICES 

Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I strongly support Bill HB1348. 

 

takayama1
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 























HB-1348-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/27/2023 12:01:54 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 3/1/2023 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jordan Ancheta Individual Comments 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I strongly support HB1348. 

 







HB-1348-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/27/2023 12:02:58 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 3/1/2023 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ernesto Abellera Individual Comments 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I strongly support HB1348! 

 



HB-1348-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/27/2023 12:03:49 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 3/1/2023 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Philip Alaoan Individual Comments 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support HB1348. 

 



HB-1348-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/27/2023 12:04:14 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 3/1/2023 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Bryan Davis-Natividad Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I fully support HB1348. 

 



HB-1348-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/27/2023 12:05:27 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 3/1/2023 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Almaliza Tuzon Individual Comments 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I strongly support HB1348 

 



HB-1348-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/27/2023 12:06:40 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 3/1/2023 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Roslyn L. Fukunaga Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I SUPPORT THIS BILL. 

 



HB-1348-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/27/2023 12:07:43 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 3/1/2023 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sally Rose Aguinaldo Individual Comments 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I strongly support HB1348. 

 



HB-1348-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/27/2023 12:08:36 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 3/1/2023 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ernesto Gallarde Individual Comments 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I strongly support HB1348! 

 



HB-1348-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/27/2023 12:09:28 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 3/1/2023 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Clive Galban Individual Comments 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I strongly support HB1348! 

 



HB-1348-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/27/2023 12:10:16 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 3/1/2023 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jhames Kenneth Soriano Individual Comments 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I strongly support HB1348! 

 



HB-1348-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/27/2023 12:11:08 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 3/1/2023 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Alfred Keanu Individual Comments 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I strongly support HB1348! 

 



HB-1348-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/27/2023 12:12:22 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 3/1/2023 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kerman Dilipau Individual Comments 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I strongly support HB1348! 

 



HB-1348-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/27/2023 12:12:23 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 3/1/2023 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Matthew Ortega Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support this bill 

 



HB-1348-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/27/2023 12:13:05 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 3/1/2023 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Laureno Galban Individual Comments 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I strongly support HB1348 

 



HB-1348-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/27/2023 12:14:08 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 3/1/2023 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Maricel Aguinaldo Individual Comments 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I strongly support HB1348! 

 



HB-1348-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/27/2023 12:15:03 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 3/1/2023 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Raul Simulata Individual Comments 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I strongly support HB1348! 

 



HB-1348-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/27/2023 12:16:00 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 3/1/2023 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Victor Salmo Individual Comments 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I strongly support HB1348! 

 



HB-1348-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/27/2023 12:17:26 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 3/1/2023 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Pablo Sebastian Individual Comments 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I strongly support HB1348! 

 



HB-1348-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/27/2023 12:17:28 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 3/1/2023 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Keanu Beddow  Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support this bill! 

 



HB-1348-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/27/2023 12:21:54 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 3/1/2023 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Owen Salmo Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support this Bill! 

 



HB-1348-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/27/2023 12:18:08 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 3/1/2023 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

blaine navarro Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support this bill 

 



!
!"#$"%"&'(')*"+,(*)-+./+0($&(%1+23()$++
!"#$"%"&'(')*"+4$"55+0(6(7(8(1+9):";23()$++
2<88)''""+<&+=>-):)($7+?+@(A())(&+.BB()$%+++
+ + ++ + ++
!"#$ $ %&'()*$%+'$!,-./012$/3$4.5,-012$36$7.8.9.:0.$;</=$>$?1$@AA3=0/031$
$ + @"($)&5+,('"C+D"-&"%-(71+E($:3+F1+GHGI1+G#8+@J0+
$
.K<3(+23()$+0($&(%1+9):"+23()$+0(6(7(8(1+(&-+8"8L"$%+<B+'3"+2<88)''""C+++
+
M+(8+(&+"8#K<7""+<B+@(A())(&+@<%'+4$<>#1+'3"+#($"&'+:<8#(&7+<B+@(A())(&+@<%'1+E(>&(+N<(1+
(&-+OP@P/+M+3(*"+L""&+A)'3+'3"+:<8#(&7+B<$+Q+8<&'3%/+
+
D3)K"+M+>&-"$%'(&-+'3"+)&'"&'+<B+@R+FISQ+@,F+'<+%'$"&5'3"&+"T)%')&5+#$<'":')<&%+B<$+8(:(-(8)(+
&>'+B($8"$%+(&-+:<&%>8"$%+)&+@(A()U)1+M+!""!#$+@R+FISQ+@,F+(%+)'+)%+:>$$"&'K7+A$)''"&/++
+
@RFISQ+@,F+)&+)'%+:>$$"&'+B<$8+)%+'<<+L$<(-+(&-+*(5>"1+K"(*)&5+#"<#K"+'<+'3")$+<A&+-)BB"$"&'+
)&'"$#$"'(')<&%+<B+A3('+:<8#(&7+&(8"%+<$+)8(5"%+A<>K-+L"+#$<3)L)'"-+<$+#"$8)''"-+>&-"$+'3"+
#$<#<%"-+&"A+K(L"K)&5+$"V>)$"8"&'%/+
+
.%%>8)&5+'3"+L)KK+K(&5>(5"+A"$"+:K($)B)"-+(&-+8(:(-(8)(+L$(&-%+A<>K-+>&-"$%'(&-+A3('+)%+(&-+
)%&W'+#$<3)L)'"-1+)'+A<>K-+L"+)8#$(:'):(K+'<+)8#K"8"&'+(+:<8#K"'"+#(:6(5)&5+$"-"%)5&+(&-+#>KK+(KK+
"T)%')&5+#(:6(5)&5+<>'+<B+%'<$"%/+03"+)8#(:'+'3)%+A)KK+3(*"+<&+K<:(K+B<<-+8(&>B(:'>$)&5+
:<8#(&)"%+(&-+$"'()K"$%+:(&+)8#(:'+X<L%+(&-+K)*"K)3<<-%+<B+3>&-$"-%+<B+@(A()U)+$"%)-"&'%+(:$<%%+
'3"+M%K(&-%/+
+
03"+K(:6+<B+:K"($+5>)-(&:"+>&-"$+@RFISQ+@,F+A)KK+$"%>K'+)&+(+K(:6+<B+:<&%)%'"&'+:<8#K)(&:"+(&-+
"&B<$:"8"&'1+A3):3+A)KK+&<'+)8#$<*"+#$<'":')<&%+B<$+8(:(-(8)(+&>'+B($8"$%+(&-+:<&%>8"$%+)&+
@(A()U)+(%+'3)%+L)KK+()8%+'<+-</++
+
03(&6+7<>+B<$+'3"+<##<$'>&)'7+'<+%>L8)'+'"%')8<&7/+
$
E(3(K<1++
,(7&(+0(8(%3)$<++
$
$
$
$
$
$
+
+



HB-1348-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/27/2023 12:35:10 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 3/1/2023 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Philip Rafael Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support Bill HB1348 
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I SUPPORT BILL HB1348 
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Comments:  

I Caesaria Salmo support Bill HB1348. 
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I support Bill HB1348 
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Comments:  

I support Bill HB1348 
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I support Bill HB1348. 
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Guy Ward Individual Support 
Written Testimony 
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Comments:  

I strongly support the bill requiring origin labeling of macadamia nuts.  I am a small farmer in 

North Hilo.  This year I cannot sell my crop for more than $0.80/lb.  At that price it's not worth 

harvesting.  In previous years I got $1.20/lb.   

I have heard that nuts from elsewhere are being sold under a label that implies a Hawaii 

origin.  We have been through this with coffee and taro chips and probably other products.   

The portion of the consumer dollar that goes to the farmer is so small that being truthful about 

the origin of the product and offering a fair price to the farmer should not seriously damage the 

processor's business. 

Much mahalo, 

Guy Ward 
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I support this bill! 
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Comments:  

I support Bill 1348 
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I support bill HB1348 
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I SUPPORT HB1348 
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Comments:  

i support this bill. 
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Comments:  

I support this bill. 
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Guy Watarai  Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I oppose this bill.  

Being a tourism driven state there many food products containing Macadamia nuts being sold as 

made in hawaii. 

Why does labeling a product containing macadamia grown locally or showing a percentage of 

local content make sense?  The cost for the packaging changes for all of the Local businesses 

would be tremendous.  

Also where does this end - will product labels for all food products need to state if local salt or 

dead sea salt is used? Sugar from Hawaii or Brazil? Oils local or Indonesia? Flour from 

Mainland US or Ukraine? Kalua Pig & Lau Lau from local or mainland pork. These are only the 

food products - think about anything else you have seen or purchased as made in Hawaii.  

  

  

  

  

  

  

   

 



HB-1348-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/27/2023 3:58:18 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 3/1/2023 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Bruce Miyata Individual Support 
Written Testimony 
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Comments:  

I Bruce Miyata, 

A second generation Macadamia Nut Farmer, Echo the words of Mr. James Trump of Kohala. 

I Support this inportant bill for Hawaii Macadamia Nut Farmers. 

Thank You 
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Carolyn Witcover Individual Support 
Written Testimony 
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Comments:  

I am a farmer of Hawaii-grown macadamia nuts in Captain Cook. I Support House Bill 1348. 

The macadamia nut industry is a significant contributor and currently there is little to no 

regulation to prevent the use of Hawaiian names and images to market macadamia nuts grown 

outside of Hawaii. Consumers may not be aware that many of the macadamia nut products sold 

in Hawaii contain little to no Hawaii-grown nuts. It is in the best interest of the consumers of 

the state to clarify the labeling regulations and end the practice of misleading labeling. Mahalo. 
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Gerard Elmore Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 
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Comments:  

Aloha,  

I oppose this measure. 

I understand the bill's intention but there will be consequences that will directly impact local 

businesses.   

I'm sure other local businesses will express their specific concerns as well but I personally know 

of local businesses that will have a tremendous amount of expenses to relabel their products.  It 

might be well intentioned but the economic consequences could significantly hurt local 

businesses and their employees.   

Mahalo, 

Gerard Elmore  
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Caroline Azelski Individual Support 
Written Testimony 
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Comments:  

In support of HD1.  Thank you. 
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John C. Cross Individual Support 
Written Testimony 
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Comments:  

Dear Chair Tarnas, Vice Chair Takayama, and Members of the House Judiciary and Hawaiian 

Affairs Committee,  My name is John C. Cross and I am in strong support of HB 1348.  My 

whole life has been involved in some way or another with Hawaiian grown Macadamia 

Nuts.  My father was manager of Royal Hawaiian Macadamia Nut company and planted the first 

trees at Keaau on the Big Island in 1949. 

This orchard would become the epi-center of the largest macadamia operation in the 

WORLD.  The State of Hawaii became the world leader in growing and producing macadamia 

nuts for consumption.  Other countries started to grow macadamias seeing the success in 

Hawaii.  Sadly now some of those countries are threatening to destroy the industry where it all 

started.  Unscrupulous processors are blending cheap foreign grown kernel into bags of what is 

supposedly a Hawaii labeled product!  This must stop.  The Hawaiian kernel is known to be of 

SUPERIOR quality and taste to that grown in other world locations.  These sub-quality foreign 

grown macadamias are threatening the industry in Hawaii.  Local Hawaiian growers are finding 

nowhere to sell their Hawaii grown nuts due to processors shutting their doors to local grown 

nuts and having replaced them with foreign grown kernels. 

Hawaii has made a name for itself as being leaders in the macadamia nut industry.  Our 

University of Hawaii CTAHR has developed some of the best varieties of trees, as well as 

improved methods of cultivation, disease control and even processing methods.  Dont let all this 

wonderful research and decades of dedication to the soil and the orchards go the way of 

sugarcane and pineapple.  Please support this bill and the Macadamia growers of Hawaii ! 
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Comments:  

I am a citizen and consumer in Hawaii and in strong support of this bill. 
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Comments:  

I am a consumer and citizen in Hawaii and I am in support of this bill.  We need to protect 

Hawaiian businesses. 

 



HB-1348-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/27/2023 9:41:35 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 3/1/2023 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Owen Chock Individual Support 
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Comments:  

I am a consumer and long-time citizen born and raised in Hilo, Hawaii and I am in support of 

this bill to properly label Macadamia Nuts in Hawaii. 
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Hannah Hyun Individual Oppose 
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Comments:  

The proposed changes would incur tremendous costs and efforts for many local food 

manufacturers and retailers during a time when it's already challenging. 
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Michael Wiley Individual Oppose 
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Comments:  

This bill is too vague.  While I see the intention, there is not clearly defined definitions and 

deadlines for local businesses to comply with this rule.  You're basically destroying any 

"Hawaii" brand. 

Please stop making it difficult on businesses in Hawaii. 
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Comments:  

Aloha Chair Tarnas, Vice Chair Takayama, and the members of the House Committee on 

Judiciary and Hawaiian Affairs, 

My name is Ruby Soares and I support HB1348. 

I support the country of origin labeling requirements for macadamia nuts because greater 

transparency with respect to origin is important to me.  I support the macadamia nut industry in 

Hawaii and packaging that accurately conveys the origin of macadamia nuts will make it easier 

for me as the consumer and ensure that I am truly supporting the Hawaii macadamia nut 

industry.  Further, I purchase macadamia nuts for family and friends as a gift from Hawaii and I 

fully intend for macadamia nuts to actually be Hawaii-grown. 

Macadamia nuts have long been a well known Hawaii commodity, but the increase in 

macadamia nuts being grown globally has threatened our local industry.  Enacting this bill will 

help to keep the Hawaii macadamia nut industry going, in turn supporting the livelihood of those 

who work in the macadamia nut industry in Hawaii, their families, and local economy. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of this important matter. 
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Comments:  

I am strongly support HB1348. 
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Comments:  

I sopport this bill 
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Comments:  

Aloha Chair Tarnas and Vice Chair Takayama and House Committee on Judiciary and Hawaiian 

Affairs; 

I am John Varel owner of Waihee Valley Plantations on Maui. 

I am testifying for your support on passing HB1348, relating to the labeling of macnuts and 

macnut products in Hawaii. 

As a farmer we are under pressure, from enough natural causes; ever increasing labor cost, ever 

increasing freight cost for fertilizer, the list seems endless. The least we could do, is let the 

consumer know that they are buying macnut products that meet the high standards we have set 

for the quality we provide and would be supporting the local community and work force. 

By letting them know they are buying product grown on the islands, they will also know, we are 

helping dramatically to reduce the carbon footprint attributed to shipping in product  from 

outside the island.  

Please pass HB-1348 and show your support for the hundreds of farmers on the island trying to 

make a living providing local produce. 
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Comments:  

i support this bill 
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Representative David A. Tarnas, Chair  
Representative Gregg Takayama, Vice-Chair  
Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs   
 
       
RE: HB1348 HD1 Relating to Labeling of Macadamia Nuts – In Opposition  
 Hearing Date: Wednesday, March 1, 2023, 2pm HST 
 
 
Aloha Chair Tarnas, Vice Chair Takayama, and members of the Committee:   
 
I am an employee of Hawaiian Host Group, the parent company of Hawaiian Host, Mauna Loa, and 
KOHO. I have been working with the company for 4 years now. 
 
While I understand the intent of HB 1348 HD1 to strengthen existing protections for macadamia nut 
farmers and consumers in Hawai‘i, I oppose HB 1348 HD1 as it is currently written.  
 
HB1348 HD1 in its current form is too broad and vague, leaving people to their own different 
interpretations of what company names or images would be prohibited or permitted under the 
proposed new labeling requirements. 
 
Assuming the bill language were clarified and macadamia brands would understand what is and isn’t 
prohibited, it would be impractical to implement a complete packaging redesign and pull all existing 
packaging out of stores. The impact this will have on local food manufacturing companies and 
retailers can impact jobs and livelihoods of hundreds of Hawai‘i residents across the Islands. 
 
The lack of clear guidance under HB1348 HD1 will result in a lack of consistent compliance and 
enforcement, which will not improve protections for macadamia nut farmers and consumers in 
Hawai‘i as this bill aims to do.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to submit this testimony. 
 
Best,  
Stijn Spaas 
Director of Corporate Brand Strategy 
!
!
!
!

HA\X/AIIAN
HOST
GROUP
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Comments:  

Testimony of James Trump 

Island Harvest 

March 1, 2023 

 

RE: HB1348 RELATING TO LABELING OF MACADAMIA NUTS 

 

Aloha Chair Tarnas, Vice Chair Takayama, and the members of the House Committee on 

Judiciary and Hawaiian Affairs, 

 

This is a letter in support of HB 1348. We are a medium sized grower of macadamia nuts in 

North Kohala but this testimony also reflects the views of most, if not all, small growers in our 

district. North Kohala macadamia growers ship their in-shell nuts to on-island processors who 

buy, crack and package our crop. Hawaii kernel has a great reputation for its freshness, distinct 

oil content and its association to the State of Hawaii. We can compete globally because of these 

distinctions. When cheaper foreign kernel is sold implying Hawaii as a place of origin, local 

growers cannot compete. Fairness in labeling is necessary or Hawaii macadamia nut farming will 

be history. Truth in labeling is the request; we are not asking for subsidies or bailouts. 

 

Thank you, 

 

James Trump 

President 

Island Harvest Inc. 
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Monica Riedel Individual Support 
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Comments:  

I support 1348. Local hawaii Mac nut labeling.  
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Ken Yeung Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I am opposed to the changes contained in HB1348 HD1 because it is too broad and subjective, 

leaving it open to interpretation what it means to contain "any other means" that represents the 

origin of nuts, especially when there is no limit to what these means may entail. This will just 

lead to frivolous civil suits by anyone who feels like they have been hurt, wasting time and 

resources due to what amounts to whatever injured party feels. 
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Comments:  

I strongly support HB1348. 
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