
DAVID Y. IGE 
GOVERNOR OF HAWAII 

 

 

ELIZABETH A. CHAR, MD 
DIRECTOR OF HEALTH 

 STATE OF HAWAII 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 

P. O. Box 3378 
Honolulu, HI  96801-3378 

doh.testimony@doh.hawaii.gov 

 

 

 
 

 Testimony in SUPPORT of S.B. 3356 
RELATING TO MEDICAL CANNABIS. 

SENATOR JARRETT KEOHOKALOLE, CHAIR 
SENATE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH 

 
Hearing Date: Wednesday, February 9, 2022 Room Number:  Video Conf. 

 

Fiscal Implications:  None. 1 

Department Testimony:  Thank you for the opportunity to testify in SUPPORT of this bill 2 

WITH AMENDMENTS. 3 

Statute currently requires the dispensing of medical cannabis or manufactured medical 4 

cannabis products from inside the dispensary’s retail store (HRS §329D-6).  The COVID-19 5 

pandemic presented a viable circumstance that warranted flexibility in how qualified patients 6 

obtain their medical cannabis at the dispensary’s retail store location.  To minimize patients 7 

gathering inside the retail store, the Department could have allowed for outdoor, on-premises 8 

dispensing if not for the lack of authority under HRS.  And while the Department does not wish 9 

for future pandemics, other future circumstances may warrant such flexibility.  This bill is the 10 

vehicle that authorizes the Department this flexibility.  However, the prescribed criteria should 11 

not be in statute.  Instead, the criteria should be in a duly promulgated policy and procedure, not 12 

in administrative rules, if possible, in order to sustain the Department’s flexibility.   13 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in SUPPORT of this bill WITH 14 

AMENDMENTS as follows. 15 
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Offered Amendments:  Beginning on page 1 line 15 and continuing through page 4 line 10: 1 

SECTION 2.  Section 329D-6, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is amended by amending subsection (n) 2 

and inserting a new subsection (o) to read as follows and renumbering the following subsections: 3 

"(n) A dispensary shall [[]be prohibited from []] [not make an] off-premises delivery 4 

of cannabis or manufactured cannabis products to a qualifying patient, primary caregiver, 5 

qualifying out-of-state patient, or caregiver of a qualifying out-of-state patient[[].[], unless 6 

authorized by the department and: 7 

(1) The dispensary receives a pickup order by telephone or electronic means from the 8 

qualifying patient, primary caregiver, qualifying out-of-state patient, or caregiver 9 

of the qualifying out-of-state patient; 10 

(2) The qualifying patient, primary caregiver, qualifying out-of-state patient, or 11 

caregiver of the qualifying out-of-state patient arrives in a vehicle, provides the 12 

license number for the vehicle, and notifies the dispensary upon arrival at the 13 

dispensary in a designated area for pickup; 14 

(3) The area designated for pickup: 15 

(A) Is no further than one hundred feet from the main entry of a secured retail 16 

location; 17 

(B) Complies with section 329D-6(f) and paragraph (6) of section 329D-7; 18 

(C) Is monitored by a video recording system that: 19 

(i) Is under the control of the dispensary; and 20 
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(ii) Regularly records and stores video of pickup transactions, 1 

including vehicles, vehicle license plates, and persons receiving the 2 

medical cannabis or medical cannabis product; 3 

(4) Before providing the medical cannabis or medical cannabis product, the 4 

dispensary confirms the identity of the qualifying patient, primary caregiver, 5 

qualifying out-of-state patient, or caregiver of the qualifying out-of-state patient 6 

by: 7 

(A) Verifying that the license plate number of the vehicle matches the number 8 

stated by the qualifying patient, primary caregiver, qualifying out-of-state 9 

patient, or caregiver of the qualifying out-of-state patient at the time the 10 

order was placed; 11 

(B) Reviewing valid photographic identification in the form of a state 12 

identification card, driver's license, or passport; 13 

(C) Requiring the person attempting to receive the order to sign an 14 

acknowledgment of receipt; and 15 

(D) Comparing the signature provided pursuant to subparagraph (C) with the 16 

signature on the photographic identification described in subparagraph (B) 17 

or another reliable signature sample; and 18 

(5) The amount of medical cannabis or manufactured cannabis products received do 19 

not exceed the limitations established by the department."] 20 

(o) The department is authorized to allow a dispensary to dispense cannabis or 21 

manufactured cannabis products to a qualifying in-state patient or in-state primary caregiver of a 22 
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qualifying in-state patient outside of the dispensary’s retail store building but on the dispensary’s 1 

premises.  The department shall promulgate a written policy and procedure detailing the 2 

circumstances for which on-premises dispensing may be allowed and any dispensing 3 

requirements." 4 



To: Senator Jarrett Keohokalole, Chair
Senator Rosalyn Baker, Vice-Chair
Members of the Senate Health Committee

Fr: Randy Gonce, Executive Director of Hawaii Cannabis Industry Association

Re: Testimony In Support on Senate Bill (HB) 3356
RELATING TO CANNABIS
Authorizes the Department of Health to approve in-vehicle receipt of medical cannabis and
medical cannabis products on or near the premises of dispensaries under certain conditions.

Dear Chair Keohokalole, Vice-Chair Baker, and Members of the Committee:

The Hawaiʻi Cannabis Industry Association is the trade association for the state’s
licensed medical cannabis dispensaries. HICIA supports SB3356 which will provide a
limited expansion for patients to receive their medical cannabis or manufactured
cannabis products in a safe and secure alternative to entering the retail dispensary.

During the pandemic, it became essential for dispensaries to provide additional safety
protocols and protective equipment/barriers to ensure social distancing, as well as
change the procedures for patients to access the retail facility and how many patients
can be in the same area. Many patients, even if in full protective gear and safety
protocols, still felt anxious coming into the retail area and risking any exposure as some
of them suffer from the high-risk illnesses or even have diagnosed anxiety.

As such, this bill proposes to allow patients to obtain their medical cannabis by staying
in their vehicle and having their online, electronic or telephone orders delivered to them
without having to leave the safety of their own vehicle.  Security requirements,
identification verification and designated pick-up areas monitored by camera help
ensure dispensaries will only deliver the pre-ordered allowed cannabis to be hand
delivered to the actual patient.

Even when the pandemic ends, we still see this as a viable alternative for many patients
suffering from a debilitating condition that makes walking to and from the retail facility
difficult.

Finally, all protocols, processes and delivery area will be subject to Department of
Health approval and inspection.  As such, the DOH will have the discretion to ensure
that this is done in a safe and secure manner.

Hawaiʻi Cannabis Industry Association (HICIA)
220 S King St #1600, Honolulu, HI 96813

www.808hicia.com



Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

Hawaiʻi Cannabis Industry Association (HICIA)
220 S King St #1600, Honolulu, HI 96813

www.808hicia.com



SB-3356 

Submitted on: 2/6/2022 11:04:30 PM 

Testimony for HTH on 2/9/2022 1:35:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Remote Testimony 

Requested 

DeVaughn 
Testifying for Marijuana 

Policy Project 
Support Yes 

 

 

Comments:  

Dear Chair Keohokalole, Vice Chair Baker and Members of the Health Committee:  

My name is DeVaughn Ward, and I am the senior legislative counsel at the Marijuana Policy 

Project, the largest marijuana policy reform organization in the United States. MPP has been 

working to improve marijuana policy for more than 20 years.  

MPP supports SB3356. SB3356 would allow curbside delivery for medical cannabis patients. 

Since the pandemic began in 2020, every state with an operational medical cannabis program has 

allowed curbside delivery, with the exception of Hawaii, Arkansas, Louisiana and North Dakota. 

Curbside delivery has been recommended by health professionals to limit unnecessary 

contact. This option is particularly important for immunocompromised patients that require 

limited contact when accessing their medical cannabis. As lawmakers continue to advise the 

public to remain vigliant in preventing the spread of COVID, curbside delivery is a necessary 

option so that patients have access to their medicine in a manner that is consistent with public 

health.  

We urge the committee to support this measure.  

Sincerely,  

DeVaughn L. Ward, Esq. (he/him)  

Senior Legislative Counsel  

Marijuana Policy Project  

Honolulu, HI 

(808) 445-6229 

dward@mpp.org 

 

mailto:dward@mpp.org
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Comments: I support SB3356 because sick people need to allowed to use their cars for pickup.  



Aloha Lawmakers, 

I OPPOSE SB3356.


Every year Hawaii passes legislation, like SB 3356, which makes it easier 
for local patients and tourists to “acquire” an adequate amount of 
cannabis… if a person can afford to buy it.


However, Hawaii has never had any legislation to help low-income 
patients acquire their adequate supply of medical cannabis.


Hawaii’s original, vanguard legislation, was based on compassion, now it 
seems it’s based on profit, corporate-control, and tourism.


Poor citizens have been completely left out!  
Please create a program for poor patients to 
acquire their medical cannabis. 

Then worry about tourists not having to get out of their cars on their way 
from the airport to their hotel, so they can light up faster.


Mahalo,


Mary Whispering Wind

Orchidland, Hawaii


keohokalole1
Late
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