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State Capitol, Teleconference 

. 
S.C.R. 263  

CONVENING A PUBLIC RACING FACILITY WORKING GROUP TO LOCATE AND 
ESTABLISH A PUBLIC RACING FACILITY ON OAHU TO IMPROVE SAFETY, 

BOOST ECONOMIC ACTIVITY, AND PROVIDE FOR RECREATION. 
 

Senate Committee(s) on Transportation & Economic Development and Technology 
 
The Department of Transportation (DOT) supports the intent of S.C.R. 263 to locate 
and establish a public racing facility on Oahu.  
 
The DOT appreciates its membership to the public racing facility working group.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony.  
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Comments:  

STRONG OPPOSITION! Unless the vehicles are all zero emissions, a race 
track would encourage wasteful use of fossil fuels, contributing to the climate crisis. 
Now is a time we should all focus on reducing greenhouse gas emissions by using 
internal combustion engine vehicles less and in more energy efficient ways, not 
considering a race track. 

 



      TESTIMONY FROM :          Li Cobian 

                                                            Of 
                                   The Oahu Motorsports Association & 
                     former Member of THE BOARD OF PARKS AND RECREATION,  
City & County of Honolulu (2011 to 2018) and active participant of the STATE 
2020 SCORP (Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan). 
 

                                            IN SUPPORT OF SCR 263   
                        of the 31rst Legislative Session,2021 
 
               The Oahu Motorsports Association along with tens of thousands of motorsports 
enthusiast on Oahu Support a Public Race Park on Oahu and supports SCR 263. Public Race 
parks in partnership with their County and State Departments have provided a great public 
benefit both recreational and economically on the Big Island, Kauai and Maui for the past 50 
years. 
 
          Through the unanimously approved City Reso 18-73 of 2018, the City & County of 
Honolulu also supports the development of a Public Race Park under the jurisdiction of the 
City & County of Honolulu Department of Parks and Recreation. 
 

 



The DLNR State Parks also supports a Public Race Park on Oahu to be under the City & County 
of Honolulu Department of Parks & Recreation jurisdiction; 

 



           As per Mr. Curt Cotrell Administrator of DLNR Division of State Parks stated, such 
requisite land under the City & County of Honolulu is the suitable 220 acres out of 400 acres of 
Designated Kalaeloa Parkland where the US Navy hosted Sports Car Auto Racing in 1999. This 
is the US NAVY property through the National Parks Service in which the City & County of 
Honolulu in 1999 specifically applied for Public Recreational Use in perpetuity. In support of 
City Reso 18-73 another resolution (Resolution 19-265) drafted by our organization, was 
immediately introduced and unanimously passed to expedite the transfer and deed of this 
property to the City & County of Honolulu.  
 

 
 
 
 
       The 220 Acre area land of the 400 Acres suitable for a Race Park on Oahu is 2 to 3 times 
larger than the land in which the Neighbor islands Race parks are situated on. The last Race 
Track on Oahu that closed was only approximately 65 acres. The 220 acres is large enough to 
accommodate and provide the same types of motorsports recreation that is provided in the 
neighbor islands, on Oahu. 
 
 



 
 
                 The 220 acre land, arid in topography and the driest on Oahu, is excellent for 
Motorsports, and is also situated between the Kalaeloa Airport (currently seeking FAA Part 139 
Certification to increase Flight Traffic and accommodate larger passenger planes; henceforth 
increase noise) and the Honouliuli Waste Water Sewer Treatment Plant.  
 
                    A site visit and presentation (see video link below) by and to the Kapolei 
Neighborhood Board of this location for a Race Park was conducted. 

                                      

                  https://youtu.be/M-FIBjTmuko 
       It was confirmed at the site visit that the location is appropriately located away from 
residential areas to mitigate, traffic noise and other issues and concerns. 
 
In support of SCR 263 and for the purpose of efficiency and to avoid redundancies and starting 
from scratch, we request that the members of the working group be entities of jurisdictions 
under the City and County of Honolulu (with a 20 years head start of this effort) as 
recommended and advised by the State of Hawaii DLNR Division of State Parks Administrator. 
 
We STRONGLY SUPPORT SCR263 and request upon approval, that certified copies of this 
resolution be transmitted to the State of Hawaii Division of State Parks for the purpose of the 
2020 SCORP (Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreational Plan) in which FEDERAL Outdoor 
Recreation Funds under the LWCF (Land Water Conservation Fund) NOT TAX PAYERS MONIES  
but Federal Funds Allocated specifically for out door recreation from the Petroleum and Gas 
industry, will be allocated to the future Oahu Race Way Park. 
 

                       Li Cobian of the Oahu Motorsports Association 
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