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Department's Position:
The Hawaii State Department of Education (Department) supports SCR 151 to encourage the 
implementation of school-wide restorative justice initiative practices in Hawaii's public schools. 

The Department acknowledges the importance of creating a positive school climate, in which 
students are provided a safe and engaging learning environment. Restorative practices can 
help to achieve this positive school climate by: 

Taking proactive measures to develop a nurturing and empathetic school community, 1.
Providing clear and actionable expectations and procedures that encourage appropriate 2.
behaviors and discourage problematic ones, and 
Instituting fair and effective practices that provide both accountability and support to 3.
those who have engaged in transgressive behaviors.

Restorative practices support the overarching goal of strengthening school climate. Schools can 
accomplish this by building community through nurturing healthy relationships among both 
students and educators, developing a restorative mindset in adults and students, and 
responding to harm whenever it occurs and between whomever it occurs. The repair of harm 
and restoring of relationships are most closely linked to the purposes and intentions of  
restorative justice, but should be provided in the larger context of a positive school climate and 
should be viewed as an integral part of restorative practice in the school.

Schools are encouraged to implement school-wide restorative justice practices within the 
Hawaii Multi-Tiered System of Support, a framework that is required in all  Department schools. 
This framework outlines the appropriate support and resources that address the needs of the 



whole child in the areas of academics, behavioral, social-emotional, and physical well-being. 

The Hawaii Multi-Tiered System of Support takes a tiered approach that is focused on the entire 
school environment and provides a continuum of support for those who need it most. It provides 
a behavioral framework that can support all students by establishing a positive school-wide 
climate and culture. Schools will establish school-wide behavior expectations, implement 
reinforcement programs to encourage expected behaviors, and create procedures to discourage 
problematic behaviors. Commonly used evidence-based practices include Positive Behavior 
Interventions and Supports, Social Emotional Learning, and Character Education.

In addition, trauma-informed practices are also beginning to be incorporated into restorative 
justice efforts to ensure students are learning in supportive and compassionate school settings  
that prioritize resilience and mental health, as well as physical, psychological, and emotional 
safety to foster connection and success. Schools that are trauma-informed promote physical 
and emotional safety in relationships and in the environment, reducing trauma-related triggers in 
the school environment and eliminating potentially retraumatizing practices.
 
The Department recognizes the potential of implementing restorative justice practices to create 
positive learning environments in its schools. Thus, the Department of Education supports 
resolution SCR 151. 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony on SCR 151.

The Hawai‘i State Department of Education is committed to delivering on our promises 
to students, providing an equitable, excellent, and innovative learning environment in 
every school to engage and elevate our communities. This is achieved through targeted 
work around three impact strategies: school design, student voice, and teacher 
collaboration. Detailed information is available at www.hawaiipublicschools.org.



I strongly support SCR 151 Senate concurrent resolution 

 

 KEY POINTS 

Restorative justice builds community. 

Restorative justice puts punishment aside and looks at 

what have been the obligations resulting from the harm 

and what needs to be done to make it right. 

Restorative justice builds the community rather than the 

opposite. 



Restorative justice does not go easy on harm but rather 

looks at the actual obligations resulting from the incident 

and finds collaborative appropriate complete solutions to 

most fully restore the harm done. 

Restorative justice holds wrongdoers accountable to a 

higher level than punishment and rewards can 

Research and statistics prove that it reduces discipline 

problems significantly over 50%, and in Denver with a 

90% decrease in suspension and 50% reduction in 

absences 

Research and statistics prove that it increases graduation 

rates and decreases dropouts 

Research and statistics prove that restorative justice 

increases success, showing increased GPA numbers 

Restorative justice teaches students to solve conflicts in 

their lives and will bring greater peace to our world as a 

result 

Restorative justice is focused on relationships and the 

building of community so that when something happens 

there is something to restore. 

If you really think about it - punishment and rewards 

don’t really work very well and do not teach what we 



want to teach our children about responsibility and 

problem solving and more 

Restorative Justice can be done by the individual on an 

interpersonal level all the way up to a community 

conference, depending on the nature and degree of 

harm. 

Restorative justice is dependent on the offender taking 

responsibility and therefore is not used unless that is 

present; if the offender does not admit guilt then in that 

case the usual system of justice is used. Restorative 

justice is not a substitute but rather an add-on to the 

current justice/discipline system. It does not replace the 

current system, therefore is safe and effective 

Statistics and research show that suspension and 

expulsion ultimately lead to a much higher chance of that 

person being incarcerated later in their life; restorative 

justice decreases this need by 90%. This is the so-called 

school to prison pipeline. 

Restorative justice costs less than traditional justice 

system and decreases the chances of students later 

becoming incarcerated and decreases recidivism which 

decreases the cost for our society and decreases time 

spent in student behavior management ultimately. 



The whole field of restorative practices and of restorative 

justice empowers teachers and students and people to a 

more peaceful way to relate to each other. 

Restorative justice is desperately needed in our world 

right now because there is so much violence and conflict 

without end. 

Genesis Young MD & Director Teran James Young 

Foundation Inc 501c3
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Hearing 

Laurence Roussel Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

I HEARTILY SUPPORT THIS MEASURE (SCR151) 

THIS SAVES MUCH NEEDED RESOURCES AND PROVIDES MORE 
SATISFACTORY OUTCOMES FOR VICTIMI AND REDUCES RECIDIVISM OF 
OFFENDERS 

  

THANK YOU, 

LAURENCE G ROUSSEL 

HANA, HI 
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Sulara James Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

I support this wholeheartedly. Thank you for voting yes for this important resolution! 

Aloha, Sulara 
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Submitted on: 3/20/2021 4:57:20 PM 
Testimony for EDU on 3/22/2021 3:15:00 PM 
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Hearing 

John Kneisler Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Thank you for bringing restorative justice into the schools to support the 
children, teachers, administration and parents to be more loving and kind to each other 
during conflict  

  

aloha  

John 
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Doug Nelson Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly support this measure. Restorative justice provides significantly better 
outcomes than traditional school systems, and leads to greater healing within the school 
community after incidents. Please encourage Hawaii schools to implement restorative 
justice programs.  

 



SCR-151 
Submitted on: 3/20/2021 5:24:39 PM 
Testimony for EDU on 3/22/2021 3:15:00 PM 
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Testifier 
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Present at 
Hearing 

Jason schwartz Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

In all these years, I have felt strongly about many things. At their core has been a desire 
four restoration and cultivation. I strongly support restorative justice practices and 
support SCR151. Aloha 
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Submitted on: 3/20/2021 5:30:22 PM 
Testimony for EDU on 3/22/2021 3:15:00 PM 
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Testifier 
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Hearing 

Jeff Heisel Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Please support this bill. It would be a wonderful addition to the tools of our education 
system. It would help our kids trememdously. 

 



SCR-151 
Submitted on: 3/21/2021 5:57:51 PM 
Testimony for EDU on 3/22/2021 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Andrea Quinn Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Honorable Committee Members,  

Please support SCR151. 

Thank you, 

Andrea Quinn 
  

 



SCR-151 
Submitted on: 3/22/2021 9:14:47 AM 
Testimony for EDU on 3/22/2021 3:15:00 PM 
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Testifier 
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Present at 
Hearing 

Jori Manske Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

I am so pleased that this bill on restorative justice is being heard.  Thank you for you 
attention to providing skills in our schools that restore the quality of connection needed 
for a healthy learning environment.  These skills not only support learning and wellbeing 
in schools, but also can contribute to the current and future safety and wellbeing of our 
communities. These children are our future influensers and leaders. 

Jori Manske 

 

kidani2
Late
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Submitted on: 3/22/2021 9:45:50 AM 
Testimony for EDU on 3/22/2021 3:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
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Hearing 

Jim Manske Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Greetings, 

There is a long tradition in Hawai'i of communities discovering restorative solutions to 
conflict. School communities need these restorative solutions now! 

What sense does it make to punish children by depriving them of time in school through 
suspensions or expulsions? I can think of no other strategy more self-defeating! 

If the purpose of schools is to provide safe communities of learning in order to support 
children in becoming productive members of society, how does it make sense to deprive 
any child of that education as punishment for misbehavior?  

We need to implement proven systems of restoration rather than punishment! 

https://www.wested.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/resource-restorative-justice-in-u-s-
schools-an-updated-research-review.pdf 

School communities should be provided with all necessary resources to train staff, 
teachers, and children in practices and processes that constructively address behavioral 
problems. Ample research exists to demonstrate that punishment rarely if ever, works. 
Rather than decrease the likelihood of future problems, punishment actually increases 
the likelihood of escalating behavioral issues, sadly culminating in a school to prison 
pipeline that is costly to society. 

How about we focus instead on healing and reconciliation strategies that address 
underlying behavioral problems within individuals, families, and social systems? 

These strategies have been time tested, including Ho'oponopono, mediation, restorative 
dialog, restorative circles, and other connecting strategies that teach what we most want 
children to learn: to take responsibility for harms they inflict, make repairs, rebuild 
relationships, and increase peace in schools and in communities. 

Please consider sending a clear message to the Department of Education to implement 
restorative solutions for the sake of our children, and our community. In the long run, it 
will save not only money, but save lives! 

https://www.wested.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/resource-restorative-justice-in-u-s-schools-an-updated-research-review.pdf
https://www.wested.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/resource-restorative-justice-in-u-s-schools-an-updated-research-review.pdf
kidani2
Late



Jim Manske 

Ha'iku, Hawai'i 
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