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Testimony in SUPPORT of SB 697 SD1 HD1 
RELATING TO KALAUPAPA MONTH 

REPRESENTATIVE MARK NAKASHIMA, CHAIR 
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY & HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS 

 
Hearing Date: 3/23/2021 Room Number:  Videoconference 

 

Fiscal Implications:  None 1 

Department Testimony:  The department supports SB 697 designating the month of January as 2 

"Kalaupapa month."  3 

The department supports this bill because of its great significance to the people of Hawaii, in 4 

recognition of the sacrifices many individuals made during its history and the legacy that endures 5 

as an important part of Hawaii’s history.  Notably, January was the month when the first twelve 6 

Hansen’s disease patients arrived on the peninsula, as well as the birth month of Saint Damien, 7 

Saint Marianne, and Mr. Ambrose Hutchison, who was the first Kalaupapa superintendent as 8 

well as a patient.  9 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit this testimony. 10 

Offered Amendments:  N/A. 11 



March 23, 2021 

 

To:   Representative Mark Nakashima, Chair 

  House Committee on Judiciary and Hawaiian Affairs 

 

From:  Joseph Lapilio, Executive Director 

  Ka `Ohana O Kalaupapa  

 

Re: Support for SB697 SD1 HD1, Relating to Kalaupapa Month  

 

Good morning, my name is Joseph Lapilio.  I am the Executive Director of Ka `Ohana O 

Kalaupapa, an organization founded by patient residents of the Kalaupapa community and 

formally registered as a 501(c)3 non-profit in 2003.  

 

I am proud to share that I am a direct descendent of Bonepake Lapilio and Louisa Lui, both of 

whom sent to Kalaupapa as young children, later met, married, and had seven children there.  

Bonepake and Louisa are my great grandparents.  I like to think I am here today to speak on their 

behalf and in support and recognition of the more than 8,000 people who went to Kalaupapa 

between 1866 and 1969.   

 

Ka ‘Ohana O Kalaupapa is asking the Legislature to designate January as Kalaupapa Month in 

Hawai`i so that it will be observed annually.  

No month contains no more important dates throughout the history of Kalaupapa than the month 

of January. This is the month when the first 12 people were sent to Kalaupapa in 1866; the 

month of the birthdays of Father Damien and Mother Marianne who have both been canonized; 

the month when the United Church of Christ celebrates Kalaupapa Sunday – and other important 

dates. 

Kalaupapa Month would be an opportunity to acknowledge and remember the people who were 

sent to Kalaupapa.  Many of us see these people as victims of a disease, exiled, forsaken, isolated 

from their families and the lives they knew.  It is a lesson of politics based on fear looks like - a 

reminder that policy decisions have real life consequences. And the photos of Kalaupapa 

residents during that time focuses us on the pain and suffering of people and the people they left 

behind in the homes in which they once lived. 

There are two other reasons establishing Kalaupapa Month would be important. 

The first is using Kalaupapa Month as a reminder of the social justice issues we face. Just as we 

learned with COVID 19, some communities, whether because of ethnicity, income, social status, 

or education assume a disproportionate share of the negative impacts of the ills we face. 

And second, Kalaupapa is a testament to the strength of the human spirit.  The first 12 people 

who arrived in Kalaupapa in 1866, had no support from the government and, if not for the aloha 

of the original inhabitants of Kalaupapa faced terrible odds.  It is a story that despite the odds, the 

people sent to Kalaupapa moved beyond the labels, made friends, started families, and built a 

community. 



The people of Kalaupapa today are viewed not only as valuable members of society, but as some 

of the finest citizens in Hawai`i who have overcome the most difficult of circumstances and have 

much to teach the rest of the world. In the words of Mercy Hutchison Bacon, the great niece of 

Kalaupapa leader Ambrose Hutchison, the people of Kalaupapa are, “the pride of a nation.”  

With the passing of Uncle Boogie Kahilihiwa three weeks ago, there are now only 11 people left 

today who are patient residents of Kalaupapa.  They are getting older and it is harder for them to 

attend meetings such as this to share their voice.  Just last year, the Ohana’s President, Uncle 

Boogie Kahilihiwa, was here to speak on behalf of this proposal.  Today he cannot. 

It is no longer possible for him and the other kupuna to speak out and make sure we remember.  

Kalaupapa month is going to make sure we do that. 

We respectfully request your Committee’s support of SB697 SD1 HD1.  Thank you for this 

opportunity to provide comment. 



IDEA Center for the Voices of Humanity, 32 Fall Street, Suite A; P.O. Box 651, Seneca Falls, NY  13148. Telephone: 315-
568-5838; FAX: 315-568-5891; email: alaw@idealeprosydignity.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 23, 2021 

 

Representative Mark Nakashima, Chairman 

House Committee on Judiciary and Hawaiian Affairs 

Hawai`i State Legislature 

Honolulu, Hawai`i 96813 

 

We write in support of SB697, SD1, HD1 Relating to Kalaupapa Month 

Hearing: March 23, 2021 at 2 p.m., Hawai`i State Capitol, Room 325 

 

To Chairperson Nakashima & Members of the House Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs 

 

As the population of Kalaupapa becomes smaller and smaller, it is increasingly important to find different 

ways to ensure that this important history is remembered in Hawai‘i and throughout the world. The month of 

January is filled with significant dates related to this history. 

 

On January 6, 1866, the first group of individuals was sent to Kalaupapa because they had leprosy. 

Accompanying these nine men and three women were at least five family members and one small boy whom 

they hid in their midst. One of the individuals with leprosy, Kini, was 15 years old, Kaaumoana was16. The 

ages of the rest are not yet known. J.N. Loe and J.D. Kahauliko would immediately start writing letters to the 

Board of Health describing their situation. J.N. Loe noted that they were “in total darkness” and asked that 

two Hawaiian language newspapers be sent to them. 

 

Father Damien De Veuster was born on January 3; Barbara Koob, who would become Mother Marianne 

Cope, was born on January 23, which has been designated as her Feast Day; Ambrose Kanewalii Hutchison, 

who lived at Kalaupapa for 53 years and served as Resident Superintendent for a total of ten years, longer 

than any other person who was facing the physical, social and emotional challenges of leprosy, arrived at 

Kalaupapa on January 5, 1879.   

 

In January 1895, the final kama‘aina, the original residents of Kalaupapa who had provided the people sent to 

Kalaupapa with so much support and assistance, were given notice that they had to leave the peninsula. 

 

Designating January as Kalaupapa Month will provide schools, churches and other organizations with a 

special time to focus on the history of Kalaupapa and the estimated 8,000 individuals who were sent there. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Anwei Skinsnes Law, MPH 

Director, IDEA Center for the Voices of Humanity 

President for Heritage & Education, IDEA 

Historian, Ka ‘Ohana O Kalaupapa 

 

Henry G. Law 

First Superintendent, Kalaupapa National Historical Park 



March 23, 2021 

 

Representative Mark Nakashima, Chairman 

House Committee on Judiciary and Hawaiian Affairs 

Hawai`i State Legislature 

Honolulu, Hawai`i 96813 

 

Bill Number: SB697, SD1, HD1  

 

Hearing: March 23, 2021 at 2 p.m. 

Hawai`i State Capitol, Room 325 

 

I write in support of SB697 SD1, HD1, Relating to Kalaupapa Month 

 

Aloha Chair Nakashima and Members of the House Committee on Judiciary and 

Hawaiian Affairs.     
 

My name is Colin Brede. I am the nephew of David Kalani Kaluai Brede (1933-

2009) and Jimmy Aheana Brede (1929-2016) who was taken from their love ones 

and sent to Kalaupapa 15 May 1942 at the young ages of 9 and 13.  David and 

Jimmy are siblings of my father John P Brede (1930-2017). 

 

I am writing in strong support of SB697 SD1, HD1. Perhaps no month contains no 

more important dates throughout the history of Kalaupapa than the month of 

January. This is the month when the first 12 people were sent to Kalaupapa in 

1866; the month of the birthdays of Father Damien and Mother Marianne who 

have both been canonized; the month when the United Church of Christ celebrates 

Kalaupapa Sunday – and other important dates. 

 

Ka ‘Ohana O Kalaupapa believes that Kalaupapa Month will be an annual 

reminder to people all over Hawai’i and the world about the importance of 

Kalaupapa and the significant contributions made by her people throughout the 

history of Hawai`i. Ka ‘Ohana also hopes that Kalaupapa Month will be a time 

when teachers will focus on the history of Kalaupapa in their classrooms and when  

more churches will pay tribute to the people of Kalaupapa who found strength and 

community through their faith in  God. 

 

 

 



My Family the Brede’s and Apio’s, humbly ask for your support of SB697 SD1, 

HD1 to Designate January as Kalaupapa Month in Hawai`i that will be Observed 

Annually. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Colin K Brede 

Nephew of David Brede, Jimmy Brede, and Nancy Brede 

Member of Ka ‘Ohana O Kalaupapa 

Friend of Rotary Club of Mililani Sunrise 

ckbrede@hawaii.rr.com  
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Testimony of 
PAULA AKANA 

Executive Director 
 

Before the House Committee on 
Judiciary and Hawaiian Affairs 

 
Tuesday, March 23, 2021 

2:00 PM 
House Conference Room 325 via video conference 

 
In Consideration of 

SENATE BILL 697 SD1 HD1 
RELATING TO KALAUPAPA MONTH 

 

Aloha Chair Nakashima, Vice Chair Matayoshi and Committee Members,  

I am Paula Akana, Executive Director of The Friends of Iolani Palace and I support 
SB697 SD1 HD1. I am glad to see the Bill moving through the House and am pleased to 
lend my support for the Bill that was initiated through the efforts of Ka ‘Ohana O 
Kalaupapa, who came up with the idea of Kalaupapa Month. 

I, like so many Hawaii families, had ohana with ties to Kalaupapa. As a reporter, I visited 
there many times. I was also in Pearl City the day Bernard Punikai’a and Clarence Naia 
were arrested.  

I believe designating January as Kalaupapa Month will help to ensure the stories of the 
sacrifices and perseverance of the people of Kalaupapa will live on. It will allow Ka 
‘Ohana O Kalaupapa to continue its commitment to educating the public about this 
special place and the people who called her home.  

In fact, right now we have on display at Iolani Palace their exhibit, “A Source of Light, 
Constant and Fading” about the Royal Families meaningful connection to Kalaupapa.  

We just lost Boogie Kahilihiwa, who was here last year to testify for this measure. Let’s 

aloha him by passing SB697 SD1 HD1. 



 

       March 22, 2021 

Representative Mark M. Nakashima, Chairman 

House Committee on Judiciary and Hawaiian Affairs                                                                              

Hawaii State Capitol 

[Via email: repnakashima @Capitol.hawaii.gov]  

Dear Representative Nakashima  

Peace be with you!  

I am writing in favor of SB 697 SD1 HD1, which would declare January of each year as Kalaupapa 

Month. As a native of Hawaii whose family has been here for 150 years, I have two relatives who were 

sent to Kalaupapa with Hansen’s disease (a great-grandfather and a great-aunt, his daughter). As the 

Bishop of the Catholic Diocese of Honolulu I had the privilege of attending the canonizations of St. 

Damien and St. Marianne Cope, who continue to inspire us all with their spiritual and humanitarian 

work in Kalaupapa. We are looking into proposing the cause for canonization as a Saint of Joseph 

Dutton. I have become acquainted with the story of an elder of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 

Saints, who was a contemporary of Fr. Damien who became his friend and fellow community leader in 

Kalaupapa. It has been a blessing to know many of the current patients in Kalaupapa and those who 

have died there in the past decade or so.  

Ka Ohana O Kalaupapa, which represents the current patients at Kalaupapa as well as ohana of current 

and former patients, has endorsed this bill, and its passage would mean so much to them all.  As you 

know, Kalaupapa is currently mourning the recent death of Clarence “Boogie” Kahilihiwa, who served 

as President of Ka Ohana O Kalaupapa for many years and who would be very pleased if this bill were 

passed. 

The memory of these and so many others who suffered so much yet who made a life of love and 

happiness for themselves and their community is one that can perpetually inspire us all. Those stories 

can be told even more faithfully if the entire month of January is dedicated as Kalaupapa month. 

Therefore I urge the passage of SB 697 SD1 HD1, and I thank you for your work on this important 

issue.  

Sincerely yours in Christ,  

 

Most Reverend Larry Silva                                                                                                                       

Bishop of Honolulu 

Cc: Joseph Lapilio, Executive Director, Ka Ohana O Kalaupapa 
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Marci Lyons Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

March 20, 2021 

  

Representative Mark Nakashima Chairman 

House Committee on Judiciary and Hawaiian Affairs, 

  

Bill Number: SB697 SD1 HD1 

  

Hearing: March 23, 2021 at 2:00 p.m. Hawai`i State Capitol, Room 325 via 
videoconference 

  

I write in support of SB697 SD1 HD1 Relating to Kalaupapa Month 

  

Aloha Chair Nakashima and Members of the House Committee on Judiciary and 
Hawaiian Affairs, 

  

My name is Marci Weight Lyons. I am a member of Ka ‘Ohana O Kalaupapa. My father, 
Edward Weight, was born in Kalaupapa in 1930. My Dad was taken from his parents 
and lived his childhood in an orphanage and various foster homes. My grandparents, 
who were sent to Kalaupapa, and two of their sons are buried there. My volunteerism 
with Ka ‘Ohana O Kalaupapa has given me many opportunities to be in Kalaupapa 
where I discovered several additional family members who are buried there. It is a gift 



and a blessing to share this awareness of these resting places and family history with 
my extended ‘ohana. 

  

I am asking the Legislature to designate January as Kalaupapa Month to be observed 
annually in Hawai`i. Kalaupapa Month will be a reminder of the importance of 
Kalaupapa, the significant historical contributions and the people who were a part of that 
history. I have had the opportunity to listen to Kalaupapa residents who gave heartfelt 
testimony of what it means to them to honor those sent to Kalaupapa and to never let 
them be forgotten. I feel my family who are buried in Kalaupapa would share these 
sentiments if they could speak for themselves. 

  

I am grateful that Kalaupapa residents, Barbara Marks, Ivy Kahilihiwa, John Arruda, 
Pauline Chow and Winnie Harada, who sent in their support testimony when the Bill 
was being heard by the House Committee on Cultural, Arts and International Affairs, are 
still here to speak for themselves and to be heard. 

  

I ask for your support of SB697 SD1 HD1 to establish Kalaupapa Month and I extend 
my appreciation to Ka Ohana O Kalaupapa for initiating and proposing Kalaupapa 
Month for your consideration. 

  

Respectfully submitted, 

  

Marcia Weight Lyons 

marciL.email@gmail.com 

  

 

mailto:marciL.email@gmail.com


March 20, 2021  

 

Representative Mark Nakashima, Chairman  

House Committee on Judiciary and Hawaiian Affairs  

 

Bill Number: SB697 SD1 HD1   

 

Hearing: March 23, 2021 at 2 p.m., Hawai’i State Capitol, Room 325  

 

I write in support of SB697 SD1, Relating to Kalaupapa Month  

 

Aloha Chair Nakashima and Members of the House Committee on Judiciary and Hawaiian 

Affairs 

 

 

My name is Susan Woo Smith.  I am the great-granddaughter of Wong Chew, who was taken from 

his family in 1931 to Kalihi Hospital, then forced to reside in Kalaupapa from 1935-1939.    

 

Before retiring, I was an educator for 32 years, as an elementary classroom teacher, middle school 

assistant principal, and elementary school principal.  History is integral to education, recognizing 

significant events and the impact of these events on culture and on people.  Kalaupapa directly 

affected the lives of 8,000 individuals, the lives of their families, communities, and those who 

dedicated their lives to serve.   

 

It is important to acknowledge the strength and perseverance of the people of Kalaupapa and their 

contributions to Hawai’i.  Kalaupapa Month will designate time for teachers and churches to 

recognize and focus on this pivotal aspect of history.  I am happy Ka ’Ohana O Kalaupapa came 

up with the idea of Kalaupapa Month pursued the idea for consideration by the Legislature. 

 

The month of January holds significant dates in the history of Kalaupapa:  

the first 12 people were sent to Kalaupapa in 1866; Father Damien’s date of birth was January 3, 

1840; Mother Marianne’s date of birth was January 23, 1838. Additionally, the United Church of 

Christ celebrates Kalaupapa Sunday in January.  

 

I am writing in strong support of SB697 SD1 HD1, which would designate January as Kalaupapa 

Month in Hawai`i and would be observed annually.  

 

I request your support of SB697 SD1 HD1, designating January as Kalaupapa Month in Hawai’i. 

 

 

Respectfully, 

Susan Woo Smith 

Great-Granddaughter of Wong Chew  

susanjwsmith@gmail.com 

mailto:susanjwsmith@gmail.com
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Comments:  

Welina mai ke aloha e Ka Mea Hanohano ʻo Mark Nakashima a me nÄ• lÄ•lÄ• o ke 
Komite Mea Hawaiʻi: 

Eia mai nÅ• kÄ“ia ʻo MÄ•lia ʻAlohilani Kuala Rogers e kÄ•koʻo ana i ka hoʻokohu ʻana 
ʻo Ianuali ʻo ia ka mahina e hoʻomanaʻo ana i ka lehulehu no nÄ• kÄ•naka i aloha nui 
ʻia o Kalaupapa.  Ma Kalaupapa nÅ• i hala ai koʻu mau kÅ«puna kuakahi a ʻo ia hoʻi ke 
one hÄ•nau o kuʻu kupuna wahine.  He kÅ•kua hoʻi ka "Mahina Kalaupapa" i ke Å• 
mau ka mÅ•ʻaukala waiwai o Hawaiʻi nei! 

My name is MÄ•lia ʻAlohilani Kuala Rogers and I support the month of January being 
appointed as the month to remind all of us about the beloved people of Kalaupapa.  My 
great grandparents died in Kalaupapa and my grandmother was born there.  Kalaupapa 
Month will help to ensure that the rich history of Hawaiʻi lives on! 

Me ka ʻoiaʻiʻo,  MÄ•lia Rogers 

 



March 21 , 2021

Representative Mark Nakashima, Chairman
House Committee on Culture, Arts and International Affairs
Hawaii State Legislature
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Bill Number: SB697, SD1, HD1

Hearing: March 23, 2021 at 2p.m.
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 325

l write in support of SB697 SD1, HD1 Relating to Kalaupapa Month

Aloha Chair Nakashima and Members of the House Committee on Judiciary and
Hawaiian Affairs.

My name is Jason Umemoto. I serve on the Board of Directors of Ka ‘Ohana O
Kalaupapa, the organization that represents the living resident/patients at Kalaupapa
and all of the family and descendants of those who were sent to Kalaupapa and have
since passed away. My grand uncle Ed Kato was one of those sent to Kalaupapa as a
young man and remained a resident of Kalaupapa until his passing.

l am asking the Legislature to designate January as Kalaupapa Month in Hawaii and
that it will be observed on an annual basis. No month contains more important dates
throughout the history of Kalaupapa than the month of January. Kalaupapa Month will
be an annual reminder to all people throughout Hawaii about the importance of
Kalaupapa and the significant contributions made by her people throughout the history
of Hawaii.

The names of the people of Kalaupapa have been mostly forgotten over the years and
left out of the history that they helped create. Kalaupapa Month will make certain that
they will be forever remembered by providing annual opportunities to celebrate their
lives.

l ask for your support of SB697 SD1 HD1 to establish Kalaupapa Month.

Respectfully submitted and with great Aloha,

d.c.olL.~l» r
Jason Umemoto



March 21, 2021 

Representative Mark Nakashima, Chairman 
House Committee on Judiciary and Hawaiian Affairs 
Hawai`i State Legislature 
Honolulu, Hawai`i 96813 

Bill Number: SB697, SD1, HD1  

Hearing: March 23, 2021 at 2 p.m. 
Hawai`i State Capitol, Room 325 

I write in support of SB697 SD1, HD1, Relating to Kalaupapa Month 

Aloha Chair Nakashima and Members of the House Committee on Judiciary and Hawaiian 
Affairs.     

My name is Jessica Kaʻiminaʻauao Downey Valladares. I am a senior at the University of 
Hawaiʻi at Hilo majoring in Anthropology. In March of last year (2020), I and my classmates 
under the instruction of our kumu, Kerri Inglis, went on a lifechanging two week huakaʻi to the 
Kalaupapa peninsula for a preservation workshop. For months prior to this huakaʻi we learned so 
much about the history of Kalaupapa from the different ahupuaʻa, it’s days as a leprosy 
settlement, and most importantly about all of the almost 8,000 Kanaka Maoli sent there for over 
100 years.  

During our workshop our crew not only cleaned the over 1200 marked graves around Kalawao, 
Makanalua, and Kalaupapa, we exchanged moʻolelo about the incredible lives of some of the 
patients we researched. These moʻolelo started with heartbreak of being separated from their 
ʻohana but were also ones of resilience, unwavering aloha, dedication, hope and even kolohe-
ness. These stories and names of these amazing people should be honored, recognized, and 
shared. The public needs to know not just Kalaupapa’s history but they need to know that these 
kūpuna were/are way more than their disease.  

I am asking the Legislature to designate January as Kalaupapa Month in Hawai`i that will be 
observed annually.  Perhaps no month contains no more important dates throughout the history 
of Kalaupapa than the month of January.  Kalaupapa Month will be an annual reminder to people 
all over Hawai`i about the importance of Kalaupapa and the significant contributions made by 
her people throughout the history of Hawai`i.  



The names of the people of Kalaupapa have been mostly forgotten over the years and left out of 
the history that they helped to create. Kalaupapa Month will make certain that they will be 
forever remembered. 

I ask for your support of SB697 SD1 HD1 to establish Kalaupapa Month. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Jessica Kaʻiminaʻauao Downey Valladares



TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SB 697 SD1 HD1 

RELATING TO KALAUPAPA MONTH 

 

To: Chair: Representative Mark M. Nakashima 

      Vice Chair Representative Scot Z. Matayoshi 

 

From: Matilda Antone 

 

Re: Support for Bill SB 697 SD1 HD1 

 

I am in support of this bill for several reasons, Kalaupapa will always be dear to 

my heart. It’s a place filled with love and aloha when you go there.  The remaining 

patients that continue to live there are so welcoming and humbled by your visit. 

Unless you know their stories would you understand and know the pain they 

suffered back then.  

 

The history of Kalaupapa needs to be taught so that our keiki can learn about the 

generational trauma that inflicted our people. These loving Kupuna that still live 

there was literally Quarantined for life, exiled and torn from their families. 

Stripped of their basic human rights, but they were able to build their lives and 

create a community for themselves with the help of the Franciscan order Saint 

Damien and Saint Marianne. 

 

How many of you know the stories of uncle Boogie Kahilihiwa who just passed 

away, how about uncle Bernard Punakai’a, Auntie Ku’ulei Bell, Makia, Aunty 

Elizabeth, aunty Ivy, Aunty Oliva who wrote her book called “My life of Exile in 

Kalaupapa or Uncle Henry Nalaielua who wrote his Memoir called  “No Footprints 

in the Sand”.  

 

Kalaupapa Month will be an opportunity for our Keiki of Hawai’i to learn the 

History and know the story of our Kupuna. It’s because of these people that I 

support this bill, lets continue to tell their stories, This beautiful peninsula at one 

time may have been filled with sadness, but today it’s filled with love by the 

Kupuna that lives today, lets listen to their stories in hopes that no one ever has to 

suffer the pain they once suffered. 

 

Mahalo for this opportunity to provide testimony. 



Kehaulani Lum 
99-045 Nalopaka Place 

`Aiea, Hawai`i 96701 
 
 
 

March 23, 2021 

 
Representative Mark Nakashima, Chair 

House Committee on Judiciary and Hawaiian Affairs 

Hawai`i State Legislature 

Honolulu, Hawai`i 96813 

Re:  Testimony in Support of Bill Number: SB697 SD1, HD1, Relating to Kalaupapa Month 

Hearing: March 23, 2021 at 2 p.m. 
Hawai`i State Capitol, Room 325 

 
Aloha Chair Nakashima, Vice Chair Matayoshi and Members of the House Committee on Judiciary and 
Hawaiian Affairs,  

Mahalo nui loa for the opportunity to testify in strong support of SB697 SD1, HD1, which designates the 
month of January as Kalaupapa Month. 
 
My name is Kehaulani Lum, and I am a member of Ka `Ohana o Kalaupapa.  I am also a descendent of four 
family members from Ninole and Wailea, Hawai`i Island, who were relocated in the 1900s, as children, to 
Kalaupapa, when government quarantine policies meant a one-way ticket to a life in isolation, scarcity 
and loneliness.  Only one of them was ever heard from or seen again.  
 
SB697 SD1 holds significant meaning for descendants of the 8,000 people who were forcibly exiled, most 
never to be seen or heard from again. 
 
The powerful stories of these true practitioners of the spirit of Aloha remain hushed in the dark archives 
of Hawai`i’s history, and a month of recognition is the least that a grateful and compassionate community 
can offer to its noble citizens. 
 
What started as a tale of grief, loneliness, separation and fear, can be transformed, through this effort, 
into awakenings of strength, dignity and resilience; powerful lessons for present and future generations, 
especially, as we confront our own mortality, in this moment of COVID-19.  Moreover, it will ensure that 
such injustice never happens again. 
 
On behalf of my `ohana, and in honor of the late Aunty Pi`olani Motta, who charged me to never forget, I 
respectfully request your support for this measure. 

Me ke aloha nui loa, 

Kehaulani Lum 



Representative Mark M. Nakashima, Chairman, Scot Matayoshi, Vice Chairman 

House Committee on Judiciary and Hawaiian Affairs  

Regarding SB697 SD1 HD1: Kalaupapa Month  

Wednesday, March 23, 2 p.m., via videoconference  

I write in strong support of SB697 SD1 HD1, establishing January as Kalaupapa Month annually 
across Hawai`i  

Aloha Chair Nakashima, Vice Chair Matayoshi and Members of the House Committee on Judiciary and 
Hawaiian Affairs: 

As a founding member of Ka ‘Ohana O Kalaupapa and former Executive Director, I write in strong 
support of a proposal from Ka ‘Ohana O Kalaupapa to designate January as Kalaupapa Month annually 
in Hawai`i.  

Ka ‘Ohana is asking that January be designated as Kalaupapa Month annually because so many 
significant events occurred throughout the history in that month -- and it would be the perfect time to 
pay tribute annually to Kalaupapa. This was the month when the first 12 citizens of Hawai`i were sent 
to Kalaupapa; when both of Kalaupapa’s Saints -- Father Damien and Mother Marianne – were born 
and when the Hawai`i United Church of Christ celebrates Kalaupapa Sunday. Other important events 
also occurred in January.  

Designating a month every year to remember the nearly 8,000 men, women and children who were 
sent to Kalaupapa will be a wonderful way of bringing these individuals back into the history they 
helped to create -- so many of them have been left out. It’s a way for teachers to include the history of 
Kalaupapa in their classrooms, for churches to recognize how faith helped people to heal and bond and 
for families to pay special attention to their ancestors who were at Kalaupapa.  

Kalaupapa Month is a way for everyone to get involved in honoring the people of Kalaupapa and their 
important history – and it would be a great way to start off each year.  

I humbly ask for your support of SB697 SD1 HD1, designating January as Kalaupapa Month annually in 
Hawaii, including amendments suggested by Ka ‘Ohana O Kalaupapa and approved by this Committee.  

Thank you for your consideration.  

Respectfully,  

 

Valerie Monson  

vmonson175@gmail.com  
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Comments:  

aloha,  

I am writing in support of the designation of January as Kalaupapa Month in Hawai`i, to 
be observed annually.  The history of Kalaupapa needs to be remembered and better 
understood throughout the islands as it plays an integral part in the overall history of 
Hawaiʻi.  The community of Kalaupapa (past and present) has many lessons to teach us 
all -- lessons of perseverance, resilience, sacrifice, and importance of ʻohana, to name a 
few -- lessons that we can all benefit from, now and in the future.   

As an historian and educator, I fully support this initiative.  

me ka hoʻohaʻahaʻa,  

Kerri A. Inglis   
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Comments:  

Kalaupapa is an important place in the history of Hawaiʻi. The ʻÄ•ina 
and kÄ•naka have many moʻolelo that should not be forgotten. Kalaupapa and itʻs 
history was something I was not taught growing up in Hawaiʻi and going to public 
school. To have a month dedicated to Kalaupapa opens up discussions with our ʻohana, 
our communities, and our schools about the history and possible connections to the 
kÄ•naka that lived/lives there. I support the designation of January being Kalaupapa 
History month. Mahalo nui for your time and consideration.  
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