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DATE:  Wednesday, January 29, 2020 
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STRONG SUPPORT FOR HB2346 relating to Temporary Restraining Orders (TROS) 
 
Aloha Chair San Buenaventura, Vice Chair Nakamura and members, 
 
The Coalition is in strong support of this bill. Young survivors of relationship abuse occasionally 
need court orders to help them become safe. Current law allows a parent or caregiver to obtain a 
restraining order on their behalf. But, these orders expire when the youth turns 18, and becomes an 
“adult”.  
 
The logic of this escapes us as abusers don’t magically stop their abuse just because the survivor is 
now legally adult. Please remove this barrier that involves the re-traumatization of appearing in court, 
having to face the abuser, and re-living the victimization 
 
This Bill eliminates the automatic termination of the order, granted to the minor child, and allows the 
original order to continue to a date after the child has reached eighteen years old. Please pass this 
important bill out of committee.   
 
Mahalo for the opportunity to testify,  
Ann S. Freed Co-Chair Emeritus,  
Hawaii Women’s Coalition  
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