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Monday, February 11, 2019 
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State Capitol, Conference Room 016 

 
In consideration of 
SENATE BILL 483 

RELATING TO HOMELESSNESS 
 

Senate Bill 483 proposes to authorizes the use of private lands for ‘Ohana Zones and extends the 
sunset dates for homeless emergency medical programs.  The Department of Land and 
Natural Resources (Department) supports this bill and offers the following comment.  
 
The Department supports the use of private land for ‘Ohana zones, but suggests that the language 
within the bill clarify the type(s) of partnership that must exist between the State and the owner 
of the land, and whether or not this partnership must be formalized.   
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this measure.  
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Comments:  

The County of Hawaii fully supports SB 483, which broadens the scope of the Ohana 
Zones Pilot Program by allowing for partnerships on private land. This amendment to 
Act 209 is critical and will provide an opportunity to expedite the construction of 
appropriate housing for individuals experiencing homelessness. 

The Sacred Hearts and Hale Iki emergency housing projects on the Island of Hawaii are 
a direct result of a government and private partnership that resulted in the addition of 30 
temporary housing solutions for the survivors of the Kilauea eruption. 

This added flexibility should be a positive way of implementing the pilot project, and 
maximizing its potential for success. 

Hawaii County supports SB 483. 
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Hearing:      HB 184 in support  
Date:            February 8, 2019  
Location:      State Capitol – Rm. 329 
To:    Committee Chair, Vice-Chair, and Committee Members: 

Aloha Committee Chair, Vice-Chair, and Committee Members: 

I am submitting testimony on behalf of HOPE Services Hawaiʻi, a nonprofit homelessness service 
provider, in support of HB 184, which would provide desperately needed funds to help Hawaiʻi County 
recover from the Kilauea eruption. 

The resilient people of Puna have continued to lift each other up and help their neighbors in the relief 
effort for almost a year, despite unimaginable strain. One such resident is Hershel Hood of Lanipuna 
Gardens, who was given only ten minutes to evacuate. He was not able to bring his important 
documents, his computer, or even shoes. He never saw his dogs again. After his home and everything he 
owned was buried under lava, Hershel didn’t know what to do, but he knew there were others in need. 
He began volunteering as a chef at World Central Kitchen, cooking meals for his fellow evacuees five 
days a week, while trying to pick up the pieces of his own life.  

Many others who were displaced also contributed to the relief effort, and are to be commended. 
However, the reality is that Hawai’i County is the poorest in the state--and would be a travesty to 
continue to put the onus of the recovery on them. It is time for the state to show the same aloha to the 
people of Puna that they have shown to each other. 

For these reasons, I strongly urge you pass HB 184. 

Mahalo for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 
Brandee Menino 

Chief Executive Officer 
HOPE Services Hawaii, Inc. 

Hearing: SB 483 in support
Date: February 11, 2019
Location: State Capitol, Room 016

Aloha Committee Chair, Vice-Chair, and Committee Members:

I am submitting testimony on behalf  of  HOPE Services Hawaiʻi, a non-profit affiliate organization of  the 
Roman Catholic Church in the State of  Hawaii, working towards ending homelessness in our community. We 
strongly support SB 483, which authorizes the use of  private lands for the ohana zones pilot program.

The current restriction that only allows ohana zone projects to be located on State and County lands limits 
communities like Puna, Ka’u or Waimea of  Hawaiʻi County, the creativity to develop programs in rural areas 
throughout our island. In the wake of  the lava disruption, we were able to partner with over 50+ businesses 
to develop Sacred Heart Shelter, an emergency shelter program that consists of  twenty (20) micro-units at 
120 sq. ft each, a common pavilion, restrooms, showers, and storage space in less than 30 days. This project 
could remain in this rural community and converted as a Ohana Zone project following its intended use for 
households displaced by the lava. But with the current limitation where Ohana Zones projects must be on 
State or County lands, this is currently not an option.

The challenge to State and County properties in Hawaiʻi County is infrastructure! Gaining access to basic 
utilities like water, sewer/septic systems and electricity requires large financial investment. However, allowing 
private lands such as the property where Sacred Heart Shelter site is located is on Catholic Church land, and 
opportunities like this will allow for such creativity the Ohana Zones project was intended. Faith 
communities own land. It will take public-private partnerships working together to end homelessness.  We’ve 
heard this message from the State…. so let’s continue to practice this with Ohana Zones too! Therefore, I 
strongly urge your support of  SB 483.

Mahalo nui for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Brandee Menino,
Chief  Executive Officer
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Comments:  

Have the liability and financial issues, inluding oversight been fully explored? 
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