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First Hawaiian Center  T 808-539-0400 

999 Bishop Street, Suite 1400 F 808-533-4945 

Honolulu, HI 96813 

 

DATE: February 19, 2019 

  
TO: Representative Roy Takumi 

Chair, Committee on Consumer Protection and Commerce  
 
Representative Chris Lee 
Chair, Committee on Judiciary 
 
Submitted Via Capitol Website 

  
FROM: Tiffany Yajima 

  
RE: H.B. 253, H.D.1 – Relating to Motor Vehicles  

Hearing Date: Thursday, February 21, 2019 at 2:15 p.m. 
Conference Room: 329 

 

 
Dear Chair Takumi, Chair Lee, and Members of the Joint Committees: 
 
We submit this testimony on behalf of the Alliance of Automobile Manufacturers 
(“Alliance”).   
 
The Alliance is a trade association of twelve car and light truck manufacturers including 
BMW Group, Fiat Chrysler Automobiles, Ford Motor Company, General Motors 
Company, Jaguar Land Rover, Mazda, Mercedes-Benz USA, Mitsubishi Motors, 
Porsche, Toyota, Volkswagen Group of North America, and Volvo Car USA. 
 
The Alliance supports H.B. 253 H.D.1, which would prohibit a person from intentionally 
or knowingly manufacturing, importing, installing, reinstalling, distributing, selling, or 
offering for sale any counterfeit supplemental restraint system component, nonfunctional 
airbag, or airbag that does not meet federal safety requirements.   
 
Supplemental restraint systems, commonly referred to as airbags, are one of the most 
important safety features of today’s automobile.  These devices have saved countless 
lives and reduced the severity of injury of those involved in automobile accidents an 
immeasurable number of times.   
 
Counterfeit airbags present a serious public safety risk to consumers.  Counterfeit 
airbags are known to malfunction by either failing to inflate or by inflating but expelling 
dangerous shrapnel.  We believe regulation of counterfeit airbags will play an important 
role in maintaining the integrity of this life-saving device. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony in support of this measure. 



 

 

 
February 20, 2019 
 
The Honorable Roy M. Takumi 
Chairman, Hawaii House Consumer Protection & Commerce Committee 
Hawaii State Capitol 
Room 320 
415 South Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
 
The Honorable Chris Lee 
Chairman, Hawaii House Judiciary Committee 
Hawaii State Capitol 
Room 302 
415 South Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
 
Re:  Support for HB 253 (Counterfeit Airbag Prohibition) 
  
Dear Chairman Takumi, Chairman Lee and Members of the Committees, 
 
On behalf of the Automotive Anti-Counterfeiting Council, Inc. (A2C2) and our membership, I write to 
express our strong support for HB 253, which prohibits the trafficking of replacement counterfeit and 
nonfunctional airbags and supplemental restraint systems (SRS) in Hawaii.  

 
The A2C2 is a collaborative industry group comprised of BMW, FCA US, Ford, General Motors, Honda, 
Hyundai, Kia, Nissan, Subaru, Toyota, Volkswagen Group of America, and their subsidiary brands. Our 
mission is collaboration among automakers and their partners that strives to eliminate counterfeit 
automotive components that could harm U.S. consumers. A2C2 is a platform for member companies to 
collaborate with federal and state authorities in response to increasing trends in automotive 
counterfeiting.   

 
The emergence and increase of counterfeit airbags and other critical safety parts in the marketplace is 
extremely troubling, as they jeopardize the safety of vehicle occupants. In October 2012, the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) and multiple federal law enforcement agencies issued a 
consumer advisory1 alerting vehicle owners and repair professionals to the dangers of counterfeit 
airbags and their prevalence in the marketplace.   Airbags are a key component of vehicle supplemental 
restraint systems, which are credited with saving countless lives nationwide over the course of their 
history. A single counterfeit airbag or SRS component part can disrupt an entire SRS system and put 
occupants at risk for serious injury. Because of the complexity of such parts and the need for effective  
quality control, many counterfeiters refrain from attempting to replicate the life-saving technology 
contained in SRS systems. For example, many of the counterfeit airbags that have been recovered and 
examined in recent years were filled with newspaper or other debris.    
 

___________________________________ 

1 NHTSA / ICE Safety Advisory Alerting Consumers to Dangers of Counterfeit Air Bags:  
https://www.ice.gov/news/releases/nhtsa-ice-alert-consumers-dangers-counterfeit-air-bags 

https://www.ice.gov/news/releases/nhtsa-ice-alert-consumers-dangers-counterfeit-air-bags


 

 

While federal law addresses counterfeiting in a broader sense, the A2C2 feels that state legislation 
prohibiting the trafficking, sale or installation of counterfeit and nonfunctional airbags and supplemental 
restraint systems is important because it provides an additional disincentive to would-be counterfeiters 
and unscrupulous repair shops. Hawaii currently has no laws to protect consumers from persons who 
knowingly manufacture, import, sell, or install these dangerous products in the vehicles of unknowing 
consumers.  
 
We are aware that the Hawaii Automobile Dealers Association is requesting that the words “with the 
intent that such device replace an airbag in any motor vehicle” should be added after the words “Code 
of Federal Regulations section 571.208.” We do not object to this change. 
 
A2C2 commends the 18 states that have already enacted similar legislation to address this problem, and 
urges Hawaii to join them.  If you have any questions, or if the A2C2 can otherwise be of assistance to 
you, please do not hesitate to let me know.  
 
Thank you for your time and consideration.   
 
Sincerely, 

 
 

 
 
Joseph Cammiso 
President 
Automotive Anti-Counterfeiting Council, Inc. 
www.a2c2.com   

 

http://www.a2c2.com/
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                                    HADA TESTIMONY with COMMENTS 

                             on HB253 HD1 

RELATING TO MOTOR VEHICLES 

 Presented to the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce and the House Committee 

on Judiciary 

At the Public Hearing, 2:15  p.m. Thursday, February 21, 2019 

Conference Room 329, Hawaii State Capitol   

 
Chairs Takumi and Lee, vice chairs Ichiyama and Buenaventura and members of the committee:  
 
This bill may have the unintended consequence of exposing to felony prosecution a person who 
sells a used vehicle unless the focus of the measure can be focused on persons with the intent, or 
engage in the  act, of replacing the vehicle’s airbag device with a counterfeit airbag.     
 
Language from Connecticut proposes a felony penalty for anyone who engages in the sale of such 
non-authorized products with the intent that “such devices” be used to “replace” the original 
equipment manufacturer (automaker) airbags. 
 
In discussions with some of the proponents of this bill we agreed upon language from 
Connecticut that puts the focus on “such devices” and the act or intent of replacing an airbag with 
a counterfeit device.  Please see the following proposed amendment: 
 

 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
David Rolf for the members of the Hawaii Automobile Dealers Association 
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Comments:  

Could u please include the headlights they install would meet specifications of national 
standards. 

there are laws regulating the headlights but people install illegal ones which are blinding 
for seniors, especially. 

mahalo for opportunity to offer my comments. 
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Comments:  

In addition to our prior letter in support of this important legislation, please also note the 
Coalition Against Insurance Fraud additionally supports the recent ammendmetns made 
to the bill to address concerns of the Hawaii Automobile Dealer Association.  Should 
you have any questions, or need any further information, please contact me at (202) 
393-7332. Thank you. 
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