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January 27, 2017 
 
TO:   The Honorable Senator Josh Green, Chair 
   Senate Committee on Human Services 
     
FROM:  Pankaj Bhanot, Director 
 
SUBJECT: SB 181 – RELATING TO EDUCATION  

SB 497 – RELATING TO PRESCHOOL OPEN DOORS PROGRAM 
 
   Hearing: Friday, January 27, 2017, 2:45 p.m. 
     Conference Room 016, State Capitol 
 

DEPARTMENT’S POSITION:  The Department of Human Services (DHS) supports 

the intent of these measures provided that passage of either does not replace or adversely 

impact priorities in the Executive Budget and existing operations.  The DHS offers 

comments, in particular, if the Legislature expands the eligible population to the Preschool 

Open Doors Program (POD), DHS will need adequate administrative resources to 

implement the program changes, and sufficient time to amend relevant rules, re-procure 

for services, and address operational needs such as modifications to the IT system.   

PURPOSE:  The purpose of SB 181 is to expand the qualifying age for the 

preschool open doors program to 3- and 4- year old children prior to entering kindergarten.   

The purpose of SB 497 is to expand the qualifying age for the preschool open 

doors program to children four years old and younger.   

The POD program assists low and moderate income families who are least able to 

afford preschool and provide their children with the opportunity to be ready for 

kindergarten by providing child care subsidies for preschool costs.  Act 169, Session Laws of 

Hawaii (SLH) 2013, established the POD program as the statewide school readiness 
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program and appropriated $6 million in general funds for state fiscal year (FY) 2015 for 

program and administrative costs, including 3 temporary positions.  Act 191, SLH 2015, 

appropriated $6 million in general funds for FY 2016, however the legislature did not 

provide administrative funding or temporary positions.  Act 124, SLH 2016, allocated an 

additional $10 million to DHS base budget for a total of $11.6 million for FY 2017 for POD 

subsidies.  Act 124, SLH 2016, also provided allocations for administrative costs, including 1 

permanent position.   

DHS provides the following comments: 

1. Provision of necessary administrative resources for DHS – staffing, Executive 
Budget request. 

 

To continue the current POD program, the Governor's current budget request for 

POD includes a full year of funding for FYs 2018 and 2019 for the 1 permanent position 

established through Act 124, SLH 2016.  DHS requires the full time position and 

administrative funds to effectively monitor and implement POD at FY 17 levels, and to 

provide on-going review of contract deliverables and performance measures.   

Without the appropriate level of administrative resources, it will be difficult to 

implement the program as the legislature intends; expanding the program population 

without addressing administrative resources will be problematic. 

SB 181 as drafted would expand the POD program to serve 3 year old children, as 

well as 4 year old children.  SB 181 also would provide an additional $12 million in POD 

subsidies to families for FYs 2018 and 2019.  However, no appropriation for administrative 

costs is currently included in SB 181.   

SB 497 as drafted would expand the POD program to serve children younger than 

4 year old children, as well as 4 year old children.  However, there is no additional 

appropriation to fund the program which may result in a waiting list. 

2. Unintended consequence: decreasing services to 4 year olds. 

DHS is concerned that allowing families with younger children to participate in the 

POD program may have unintended consequences of decreasing services to the 4 year old 
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population.  Recall, that with the change of entry age to kindergarten,1 to ensure learning 

opportunity and improve kindergarten readiness, the Legislature identified the 4 year old 

population as the priority of Act 169, SLH 2013.   

Currently, there are 1,751 4 year old children participating in the POD program.  

Kindergarten enrollment is approximately 16,000 children each year.  POD serves about 

10% of the population of children who are eligible for kindergarten in the following year.   

For SB 181 and SB 497 as drafted, if a child younger than 4 years old is 

underserved or at-risk, the younger child will have priority for POD services over a 4 year 

old child who is not underserved or at-risk, which runs the risk that the 4 year old does not 

have the learning opportunity as set forth in Act 169, SLH 2013.   

SB 497 does not provide an increased appropriation for POD subsidies, yet the 

number of eligible children may increase by an estimated 400%, assuming a steady birth 

rate each year for children birth through 3 years of age.  To be viable and avoid large 

waiting lists, funding for POD subsidies would need to increase.   

3. Technical concern regarding ages of children that can be served by a 
preschool.  

Over time, different child care and preschool programs were created to serve 

specific needs or populations.  The enabling statutes created specific mandates, 

administrative rules and licensing provisions were created to implement and administer the 

multiple changes.   

DHS needs clarification whether POD services can be provided to children less 

than 2 years of age, as there are separate licensing requirements between group child care 

centers and group child care homes (i.e. preschools) versus the licensing requirements for 

infant and toddler child care centers which serve children ages 6 weeks to 36 months in 

age.   

The current POD program only allows POD services at group child care centers and 

group child care home. 

                                            
11 Act 178, SLH 2012, repealed junior kindergarten programs at the end of the 2013-2014 school year, and beginning with the 
2014-2015 school year, required students to be at least five years of age on July 31 of the school year in order to attend 
kindergarten. 



 
 

4 
 

 

4. Provision of necessary administrative resources for DHS – funding.  

Regarding SB 181, DHS estimates that the additional $12 million in subsidies could 

serve another 1,855 children, for a total of 3,655 children with $23.6 million in POD 

subsidies. 

DHS respectfully notes that doubling the amount of POD subsidies to be awarded 

by DHS will increase the administrative oversight needed for the program.  DHS estimates 

that $411,500 each for FYs 2018 and 2019 to implement the program at the level of 

additional funding and to expend the full amount in the appropriate fiscal year.   

Administrative costs are required to cover 1 additional position to support the 

permanent POD position, IT data system modifications, increased cost for the POD 

contracted services, and other related administrative costs. 

The current POD contract would need to be competitively re-procured for the 

appropriate level of services expected, as a $12 million increase in POD subsidies 

administered would be a significant change to the contract service specifications.           

Also, expanding the eligibility requirements for the POD program will require 

amendments to the existing Hawaii Administrative Rules (HAR) Chapter 17-799, adopted 

pursuant to Chapter 91, Hawaii Revised Statutes (HRS).   

5. Provision of necessary administrative resources for DHS – staffing. 

Staffing support required to make simultaneous changes for the POD program to 

administrative rules, operational procedures, IT data system modifications, and re-

procurement of the POD contracted service is greater than the current staffing level of the 

DHS Child Care Program Office (CCPO).   

CCPO is in the process of implementing significant changes to both the DHS child 

care licensing and federally funded child care subsidy programs, as required by the Child 

Care and Development Block Grant (CCDBG) Act of 2014, Public Law 113-186, and 45 Code 

of Federal Regulations Part 98.  Compliance is required for Hawaii to continue to receive 

approximately $22 million in federal Child Care and Development Fund (CCDF) grants from 

the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services’ Administration for Children and 

Families.   
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The CCDBG Act of 2014 reauthorized the CCDF program and made expansive 

changes focused on protecting the health and safety of children in care, making the 

program more family-friendly by streamlining child care subsidy eligibility policies, ensuring 

parents and the general public have transparent information about the child care choices 

available to them, and improving the overall quality of early learning and afterschool 

programs. The deadline for DHS to complete all of the required changes for the federal 

CCDF grants is September 30, 2018.       

6. DHS requests an effective date of July 1, 2018 or later. 

The statutory changes being considered, will require changes to administrative 

rules and operations, all while DHS implements the current program and moves the state 

into compliance with requirements of the CCDBG Act described above.     

POD is currently accepting applications until March 31, 2017 for services in the 

2017-2018 POD year.  If either SB 181 or SB 497 were to pass as drafted with the 

Legislature’s expectation of implementation effective FY 2018, given the current program 

demands and compliance efforts, DHS would be unable to modify the required IT data 

system, program eligibility, and administrative rule changes effective July 1, 2017.  DHS 

respectfully requests a one year (or more) delay to the effective date to give DHS time to 

complete the necessary administrative and operational changes needed to change the POD 

eligibility requirements and delivery systems. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on this bill. 
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January 27, 2017 

To: Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Stanley Chang, Vice Chair 
Committee on Human Services 
 

From: Deborah Zysman, Executive Director 

 Hawaii Children’s Action Network 

 

Re:  SB 181 – Relating to Education  

 Hawaii State Capitol, Room 016, January 27, 2017, 2:45 PM 

 

On behalf of Hawaii Children’s Action Network (HCAN), we are writing to support SB 181 – 

Relating to Child Care Facilities 

 

HCAN is committed to building a unified voice advocating for Hawaii’s children by improving their 

safety, health, and education. Last fall, HCAN convened input in person and online from more 

than 50 organizations and individuals that came forward to support or express interest for a 

number of issues affecting children and families in our state that resulted in the compilation of 

2017 Hawai‘i Children’s Policy Agenda, which can be accessed at http://www.hawaii-

can.org/2017policyagenda. 

 

HCAN supports the intention to expand the Preschool Open Doors program to three year olds 

and increase the appropriation to $12 million from the current $10 million in order to serve the 

additional students. When Preschool Open Doors started in 1990, this state-funded program 

served 3 & 4 year olds from qualifying low-income families. However, the program was 

significantly reduced in 2012 and 2013. Although services and funding for the program 

increased in the last year, the program has not been restored to the needed service levels.  

 

Hawaii ranks second to last out of the most affordable states in the nation. Childcare is 

generally the second largest expense in family budgets after housing cost, averaging about 

$8,040 per year.  For children under two years that cost is generally much higher. The average 

POD subsidy is $540/month to families with a median annual income of $33,000 in 2015.  

 

As of February 1, 2016, 2,213 applications were received for the Preschool Open Doors 

program, which provides subsidies for tuition assistance for families earning up to 142% over 

poverty line. As of the same date, only 1,156 children were being served. This is an opportunity 

to improve the chances for Hawaii’s children to succeed by increasing the reach of the program.  

http://www.hawaii-can.org/2017policyagenda
http://www.hawaii-can.org/2017policyagenda


 

By expanding the age range, it will provide more low- to moderate-income parents, especially 

single parents, the opportunity to pursue higher education, training, or work as well as better 

prepare students to succeed in school. Preschool Open Doors promotes cognitive, social, and 

emotional development of young children and school readiness in our state, where only 14.5% 

of children display comprehensive readiness for kindergarten. 

 

For these reasons, HCAN respectfully requests that the committee vote to pass this bill.  
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TO: Chair Green, Vice Chair Chang, and Members of the Senate Committee on Human Services 
FROM: Ryan Kusumoto, President & CEO of Parents And Children Together (PACT) 
DATE/LOCATION: January 27, 2017; 2:45 p.m., Conference Room 016 
 
RE: TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SB 497 – RELATING TO PRESCHOOL OPEN DOORS 
PROGRAM  
 
We support the intent of SB 497 – Relating to Preschool Open Doors. Participation in early learning 
and development programs for school readiness have immediate and long-term benefits that include 
higher levels of educational achievement, reduced homelessness, reduced crime, reduced substance abuse, 
improved health, and overall better social and economic well being. 
 
The first 5 years of a child’s life lays the foundation for future development.  Access to programs at an 
early age will help early identification of developmental, social/emotional, and educational issues. 
 
There are approximately 8,000 keiki in Hawaii between the ages of 3-5 living in poverty.  The majority of 
these keiki do not have the financial means to support opportunities that Preschool Open Doors would 
fund. 
 
There are important secondary impacts with Preschool Open Doors.  For example, these funds allow 
parents to have the time to find work and earn wages to support their family.  It is a key component to our 
war on intergenerational poverty. 
 
It is of crucial importance that we invest in Preschool Open Doors and provide for more keiki to have 
access to this program.  Children in Hawaii, no matter what their circumstance, deserve a chance.  
 
Founded in 1968, Parents And Children Together (PACT) is one of Hawaii’s not-for-profit organizations 
providing a wide array of innovative and educational social services to families in need.  Assisting more 
than 18,000 people across the state annually, PACT helps families identify, address and successfully 
resolve challenges through its 16 programs.  Among its services are: early education programs, domestic 
violence prevention and intervention programs, child abuse prevention and intervention programs, child 
and adolescent behavioral health programs, and community building programs.   
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of SB 497, please contact me at (808) 847-3285 or 
rkusumoto@pacthawaii.org if you have any questions. 
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January 27, 2017 

 
 
Senator Josh Green 
Chair Senate House Committee on Human Services – Hawaii State Capitol  
 
RE:  SB497 - RELATING TO PRESCHOOL OPEN DOORS PROGRAM 
 
Dear Chair Green, Vice Chair Chang, and Members of the Committee:  
 
 
The Hawaii State PTSA strongly supports SB497 relating to the Preschool Open Doors program which 
expands the qualifying age for the Preschool Open Doors program to children four years old and younger. 
 
Research continues to show the pre-school successfully helps children prepare for school.  According to a 
study released by the National Institute for Early Research (NIEER), pre-K initiatives are paying off for its four-
year-old participants in greater improvements in early language, literacy, and math development. (Hustedt, 
Barnett, and Jung, 2007) 
 
The PTSA would like to highlight the importance of reaching the underserved population and at-risk children 
mentioned in the bill.  That is an especially vulnerable population that deserves consideration. 
 
The Hawaii Congress of Parents, Teachers, and Students, also known as the Hawaii State PTSA, is a 
registered 501(c)(3) non-profit organization made up of more than 22,000 volunteers dedicated to improving 
the lives of Hawaii's keiki. Chartered in 1926, the Hawaii State PTSA is Hawaii's oldest and largest child 
advocacy organization. We are a state charter of the National PTA, made up of local units throughout the State 
of Hawaii. 
 
Should you have any questions or need additional information, please feel free to contact our office.  We look 
forward to your continued participation.  
 
 
Thank you for considering our testimony, 
 
Devi Berg        Jessica Wong-Sumida 
President        VP-Legislation 
(Original signatures are on file)   



 
 

Senate Committee on Human Services 

 

Time: 2:45 p.m. 

Date:  January 27, 2017 

Where: Conference Room 016

 

TESTIMONY 

By Ka‘ano‘i Walk 

Kamehameha Schools 

 

To: Chair Green, Vice Chair Chang, and Members of the Committee 

  

RE: SB 497 Relating to the Preschool Open Doors Program.  

 

 

E ka Luna Hoʻomalu Green, ka Hope Luna Hoʻomalu Chang, a me nā Lālā Kenekoa o kēia Kōmike, 

aloha! My name is Kaʻanoʻi Walk and I serve as the Senior Policy Analyst of the Kūamahi Community 

Education Group of Kamehameha Schools.  

 

We are writing to support SB 497, relating to the Preschool Open Doors Program, and offer the following 

comments:  

 

Early childhood education and parental support is the cornerstone of the Kamehameha Schools Education 

Strategic Plan adopted in 2005, which seeks to foster long-term intergenerational change in the way 

Native Hawaiian families approach learning. Research demonstrates that early education is a key factor in 

lifelong success for all children, and we strongly urge the legislature to promote, enhance and support the 

efforts of the State of Hawai‘i to appropriately address the needs of Hawaiʻi’s pre-kindergarten children, 

including expanding the qualifying age for the Preschool Open Doors program to children four years old 

and younger. We respectfully ask for your support. 

 

Founded in 1887, Kamehameha Schools is a statewide educational system supported by a trust endowed 

by Princess Bernice Pauahi Bishop, whose mission is to improve the capability and well-being of Native 

Hawaiian learners.  

 

We believe that by continuing to engage in dialog around important educational policy decisions, we can 

contribute in a positive and meaningful way. ʻAʻohe hana nui ke alu ʻia. No task is too large when we all 

work together! Mahalo nui. 

 



 

 

Jeff Grad Mike Buck Lissa Guild-Eveleth Chuck Larson 
President Treasurer Glenn Mason Executive Director 
Shannon Alivado Maeda Timson Wyeth Matsubara Cheryl Campbell 
Vice President Secretary Deborah Sharkey Chief Financial Officer   
Janine Clifford Jennifer Dotson Cheryl Soon Jayne Arasaki 
Gordon Bruce Gary Gill Chris Lau Director of Operations 
Kevin Doyle   

Seagull Schools Main Office: 1300 Kailua Road, Kailua, Hawaii 96734 
Tel: (808) 261-8534 ∙ Fax: (808) 261-7052 ∙ www.seagullschools.com 
Email: admin@seagullschools.com 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Board of Directors  School Locations 

│ 
│ 
│ 
│
│ 

Kailua & Administrative Office – 261-8534 Adult Day Center – 674-1160 
Kapolei & Food Service – 674-1444  Ko Olina – 671-6999 
Ocean Pointe in Ewa – 689-6021  
The Early Education Center, Honolulu – 533-0004 
Mauna Lani, The Big Island of Hawaii – 885-3557 

 
 

To; Senator Josh Green, Chair 
       Senator Stanley Chang 
 
From:  Chuck Larson, executive director 
             Seagull Schools 
 
Date: January 27. 2017 
 
Subject: S.B. 497 
 
 
 
 
Dear Senators, 
 
My name is Chuck Larson and I am the Executive Director of Seagull Schools and also a 
member of the Childcare Business Coalition that represents more than sixty childcare centers in 
Hawaii.  Our organizations strongly support SB 497. Among our primary objectives is to provide 
support for the childcare and developmental needs of working families.  Despite low wages for  
educators in the childcare industry, there has been a continuing escalation of childcare fees that 
has made childcare and early education unaffordable for many of the families in Hawaii.  For 
several years now the State’s Preschool Open Doors (POD) program has been the best 
demonstration of our state’s concern for early education and kindergarten readiness.  It has also 
provided the childcare support needed for lower income working families to find and continue 
employment.  
   
Eligibility for the program now includes four and five year old children and three year old 
children with special needs.  Prior to the economic recession the POD program included 
eligibility for all three year old children. We believe that the funding should again be provided 
for that age group.  The need for childcare is just as significant for families with children aged 
three years as it is for four year olds and the results of developmental stimulation are even 
greater. 
 
This is a very important issue and I greatly appreciate your consideration of support. For more 
information please contact me at 225 5896. 
 
Mahalo 
 
Chuck Larson 
 
   
 
 

http://www.seagullschools.com/
mailto:admin@seagullschools.com


Our mission is to promote, support, and expand quality and professionalism in early childhood programs and services  
for Hawai’i’s young children (B-8) and their families. 
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Senate Committee on Human Services 
January 27, 2017, 2:45 PM 
Hawai‘i State Capitol, Room 016 
 
SB 497 – Relating to Preschool Open Doors Program 
 
Hawai'i Association for the Education of Young Children (HAEYC) has more than 

800 members statewide.  Our mission is to promote, support, and expand quality 

and professionalism in early childhood programs and services for Hawaii’s 

children (birth to age 8) and their families. 

 

HAEYC supports SB 497 which expands the qualifying age for the preschool 

open doors program to children four years old and younger. 

 

This measure supports HAEYC’s vision of all Hawaii’s families having access to 

quality early care and education programs. Providing Preschool Open Doors to 

children four years old and younger would be of great benefit to Hawaii’s 

economy as it would support working families and educate the next generation of 

Hawaii’s workforce.  

 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify, 

 

Kathy Murphy 

Executive Director 

 

 
 



	
Committee	on	Human	Services	
Senator	Josh	Green,	Chair	
Senator	Stanley	Chang,	Vice	Chair	
	
January	27,	2017	
	
Dear	Chair	Green,	Vice	Chair	Chang	and	Committee	Members:	
	
This	testimony	is	in	support	for	SB497,	relating	to	the	Preschool	Open	Doors	(POD)	program.	
	
The	Hui	for	Excellence	in	Education	(HE‘E)	is	a	diverse	coalition	of	over	40	parent	and	community	organizations	dedicated	to	
improving	student	achievement	by	increasing	family	and	community	engagement	and	partnerships	in	our	schools.	Our	member	list	
is	attached.			
	
We	are	in	support	of	SB497,	which	expands	the	qualifying	age	for	the	POD	program	to	children	four	years	old	and	younger.		We	
understand	these	facts	about	young	children	in	Hawaii:	
	

• Almost	8000	3-5	year	olds	in	Hawaii	are	in	poverty	1	
• 34%	of	these	children	are	being	served	by	Head	Start	-	2624	(some	of	then	get	POD	funds	for	wraparound	

services)2	
• 400	are	in	the	Executive	Office	on	Early	Learning	(EOEL)	public	preschool	system3	

	
Therefore,	there	is	still	a	large	need	for	school	readiness	in	our	community.	When	POD	started	in	1991,	the	program	was	authorized	
to	provide	financial	assistance	to	parents	of	3	and	4	year	old	children	living	at	or	below	75%	of	the	state	median	income.		We	would	
like	to	see	the	program	expand	eligibility	so	that	it	can	go	back	to	its	original	objective.	
	
Having	a	strong	foundation	in	school	readiness	not	only	gives	children	the	advantage	to	transitioning	to	the	K-12	system,	but	also	
can	have	lasting	effects	to	positive	outcomes	over	the	span	of	a	child’s	lifetime.	HEʻE	Coalition	has	supported	POD	legislation	
consistently	since	2013.		The	Coalition	has	particularly	been	concerned	about	the	late-born	four	year	olds,	who	have	not	been	able	
to	attend	public	Kindergarten	from	the	2014-2015	year.	We	like	the	fact	that	Preschool	Open	Doors	prioritizes	late	born	four-year	
olds	as	well	underserved	and	at-risk	children.		
	
Parent	engagement	also	plays	a	considerable	role	in	how	children	do	in	school.	Two-Generation	preschool	programs	have	national	
research	and	data	backing	the	approach.	Hawaii	has	Family	Child	Interaction	Learning	programs	that	have	been	lifted	up	as	national	
models	of	excellence.	We	believe	that	they	should	be	included	in	POD	opportunities	so	that	we	can	move	the	needle	in	low-income	
communities	in	an	empowering	and	proactive	way.	
	
Thank	you	for	the	opportunity	to	testify.		Our	support	of	this	bill	represents	a	75%	consensus	or	more	of	our	voting	membership.			
	
Sincerely,	
	
Cheri	Nakamura	
HE‘E	Coalition	Director	
	

	

																																																								
1	2016	Hawaii	Head	Start	Fact	Sheet	
2	2016	Hawaii	Head	Start	Fact	Sheet	
3	EOEL	Presentation	to	Senate	Ways	and	Means	and	Finance	Committee,	January	17,	2017,	
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2017/testimony/Info_Testimony_WAM-FIN_01-17-17_EDN.pdf		



HEʻE	Members	and	Participants

Academy	21	

After-School	All-Stars	Hawaii	

Alliance	for	Place	Based	Learning	

*Castle	Complex	Community	Council	

*Castle-Kahuku	Principal	and	CAS	

Coalition	for	Children	with	Special	Needs	

*Faith	Action	for	Community	Equity		

Fresh	Leadership	LLC	

Girl	Scouts	Hawaii	

*Good	Beginnings	Alliance	

Harold	K.L.	Castle	Foundation	

*Hawaii	Appleseed	Center	for	Law	and	Economic	
Justice	

Hawaiʻi	Association	of	School	Psychologists	

Hawai‘i	Athletic	League	of	Scholars	

*Hawai‘i	Charter	School	Network	

*Hawai‘i	Nutrition	and	Physical	Activity	Coalition		

*Hawaii	State	PTSA	

Hawai‘i	State	Student	Council	

Hawai‘i	State	Teachers	Association	

Hawai‘i	P-20	

Hawai‘i	3Rs	

Head	Start	Collaboration	Office	

It’s	All	About	Kids	

*INPEACE	

Joint	Venture	Education	Forum	

Junior	Achievement	of	Hawaii	

*Kaho‘omiki		

Kamehameha	Schools		

Kanu	Hawai‘i	

*Kaua‘i	Ho‘okele	Council	

Keiki	to	Career	Kaua‘i	

Kupu	A‘e	

*Leaders	for	the	Next	Generation	

Learning	First	

McREL’s	Pacific	Center	for	Changing	the	Odds	

Our	Public	School	

*Pacific	Resources	for	Education	and	Learning	

*Parents	and	Children	Together	

*Parents	for	Public	Schools	Hawai‘i	

Punahou	School	PUEO	Program	

Teach	for	America	

The	Learning	Coalition	

US	PACOM	

University	of	Hawai‘i	College	of	Education	

YMCA	of	Honolulu	

Voting	Members	(*)	Voting	member	organizations	vote	on	action	
items	while	individual	and	non-voting	participants	may	
collaborate	on	all	efforts	within	the	coalition.	
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January 25 , 2017 

 

TO:    Honorable Chair Green and Members of the Human Services Committee   

 

RE:  SB497 Relating to Preschool Open Doors Program  

  Support 

 

Americans for Democratic Action is an organization founded in the 1950s by leading supporters of the 

New Deal and led by Patsy Mink in the 1970s.  We are devoted to the promotion of progressive public 

policies.   

 

We support SB 497 as it would expand eligibility for the preschool open doors program  We also like 

SB191.  In either case the more expansion of pre-K the better.   

 

As we stated in our support for SB191, "By not providing preschool services to these children when they 

are three years old, their school readiness will likely decrease while they wait to become eligible for these 

services at four years of age."  We regret that this is not a full universal pre-K education program for all 

three and four year old children.  Yet this is a small start.  Studies overwhelmingly show that early 

education pays off in later educational achievement, life-time earning potential, and the lack of need for 

social services later in life.  Early Education is a good investment.   

 

Thank you for your consideration.  
 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

John Bickel 

President 
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January 27, 2017 

 
 
TO: Committee on Human Services – Hawaii State Capitol 
   
RE:  SB497 - RELATING TO PRESCHOOL OPEN DOORS PROGRAM 
 
 
Dear Chair Green, Vice Chair Chang, and Members of the Committee:  
 
 
The Community Children's Councils (CCC’s) strongly supports SB497 relating to the Preschool Open Doors 
program which expands the qualifying age for the Preschool Open Doors program to children four years old 
and younger. 
 
The CCCs support the research which continues to show that pre-school successfully helps children prepare for 
school in the future as shown by the National Education Association.  Pre-school education is important for 
ALL children including through with special needs.  Children in pre-school with special needs very rarely have 
the opportunity to generalize their learning with mainstream peers if they are on a DOE campus which makes 
this program extremely important for those who qualify.   
 
The 17 CCCs are community-based bodies comprised of parents, professionals in both public and private 
agencies and other interested persons who are concerned with specialized services provided to Hawaii's 
students.  Membership is diverse, voluntary and advisory in nature.  The CCCs are in rural and urban 
communities organized around the Complexes in the Department of Education.   
 
Thank you for the opportunity it testify.  Should you have any questions or need additional information, please 
contact the Community Children's Council Office (CCCO) at 436-9510.   

 
Thank you for considering our testimony, 
Ivalee Sinclair, Co-Chair      Jessica Wong-Sumida, Co-Chair 
 
(Original signatures are on file with the CCCO)   
 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Tuesday, January 24, 2017 1:03 PM 
To: HMS Testimony 
Cc: cchaudron08@gmail.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB497 on Jan 27, 2017 14:45PM 
 

SB497 
Submitted on: 1/24/2017 
Testimony for HMS on Jan 27, 2017 14:45PM in Conference Room 016 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 
Hearing 

Camila Chaudron Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments: Aloha, My name is Camila Chaudron, I am a constituent from the 
Manoa/Makiki area and I strongly support this bill. Education is the key to a successful 
future. I am an educator, as is my sister and mother. It is a fact that strong literacy skills, 
a predictor of overall academic performance, are established through consistent 
exposure to language before the age of five. It is essential that our state's keiki have 
access to quality preschool services, especially our most vulnerable populations. Please 
vote yes to this bill. Mahalo. 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Friday, January 27, 2017 8:37 AM 
To: HMS Testimony 
Cc: jeannine808@gmail.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB497 on Jan 27, 2017 14:45PM 
 

SB497 
Submitted on: 1/27/2017 
Testimony for HMS on Jan 27, 2017 14:45PM in Conference Room 016 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 
Hearing 

Jeannine Souki Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments: Aloha Chair Green, Vice Chair Chang and Members of the Committee: I 
appreciate the opportunity to submit testimony on this important issue and commend 
you for bringing this bill forward this session. For many of those who are parents or 
guardians, finding safe, affordable and quality childcare is not easy, especially for 
infants. The cost of childcare varies between $550 to $1700+/month and is the second 
highest expense for families after housing costs. The cost to care infants is normally 
higher than toddler-age kids. Families raising more than one child are more common 
than those raising just one, which is why the expansion for subsidies into younger ages 
is needed. I know many families who have been assisted by the state's Preschool Open 
Doors program including a dear friend, a Japanese immigrant who lifted herself and her 
two young kids from domestic violence into a life she has built that is secure and thriving 
thanks to help from this program. Today she is a small business owner and is able to 
provide a safe and enriching home for her growing son and daughter. Prior to 2014, 
when the program was amended to prioritize four-year-old pre-kindgerarten aged 
children (within one year of the kindergarten age), Preschool Open Doors qualified 3 
and 4 year olds. Historically, when the program was created, the intention was to 
provide a level of subsidies for working families (not in poverty as those families may 
qualify for federal childcare subsidies). At the time my friend was going through 
separation and divorce while trying to hold down a retail job in Waikiki, she was able to 
qualify both her children for subsidized childcare through POD. Without it, she would not 
get to work as a single parent with very few hanai "aunties" and "uncles" to help out. I 
know professional childcare providers that are not paid nearly enough for the joyful work 
they do to care for children, who actually look to POD to help subsidize funding for their 
own children while they can work to provide care for others. When they find out the age 
restriction has narrowed to no longer include the 3s, it's a difficult reality to be faced 
with. With more than one kid under elementary age, childcare is sometimes 
unattainable without financial help. The strong correlation of economic growth benefits 
both the child who when placed in a quality childcare setting has more stimulation 
needed for development and success in the earliest years when it matters most, and for 
parents who need to get to work to afford a home and create stability for their child. The 
addition of qualifying younger ages is critical for the socio-economic growth of our state 



from ages 0 to adulthood. Please allow POD to cover ages younger than Pre-K again. 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Friday, January 27, 2017 1:58 AM 
To: HMS Testimony 
Cc: begoniabarry@gmail.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB497 on Jan 27, 2017 14:45PM 
 

SB497 
Submitted on: 1/27/2017 
Testimony for HMS on Jan 27, 2017 14:45PM in Conference Room 016 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 
Hearing 

Barbara Barry Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments: Aloha Chair and Committee Members, I strongly support this Bill. Help our 
Keiki become strong students! Mahalo, Ms. Barbara Barry 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Thursday, January 26, 2017 10:52 PM 
To: HMS Testimony 
Cc: mauifaith@gmail.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB497 on Jan 27, 2017 14:45PM* 
 

SB497 
Submitted on: 1/26/2017 
Testimony for HMS on Jan 27, 2017 14:45PM in Conference Room 016 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 
Hearing 

Faith Chase Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Thursday, January 26, 2017 8:23 PM 
To: HMS Testimony 
Cc: arce101@outlook.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB497 on Jan 27, 2017 14:45PM 
 

SB497 
Submitted on: 1/26/2017 
Testimony for HMS on Jan 27, 2017 14:45PM in Conference Room 016 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 
Hearing 

Anthony Arce Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments: I have worked in the early education field since 2006 (about 9 of those 
years as a preschool teacher) and have seen the major progress a child makes from 
birth through five. I have seen the gains that children make who start their path to 
learning early and I have seen the struggles that children who start later run into 
compared to their peers who had an earlier start. When I hear the statistic that 90% of 
brain growth is done before age 5 it seems almost common sense to me. But I had 
been a preschool teacher for nearly 9 years and have first hand knowledge of this. 
According to Hawaii Children's Action Network, children who don't receive quality early 
education are: 25% more likely to drop out of school 40% more likely to become a teen 
parent 50% more likely to be placed in special education 60% more likely to never 
attend college 70% more likely to be arrested for a violent crime I support SB 497 
because it extends access to education for children who are in our most vulnerable 
communities. We owe it to them to give them a fighting chance so they can crawl out of 
poverty. If we do not give our keiki the tools to succeed then we cannot be surprised 
when they don't. I urge you to pass this measure. 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 
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