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The delegates envisioned an
Auditor who would help eliminate waste and inefficiency in
government, provide the Legislature with a check against the
powers of the executive branch, and ensure that public funds are
expended according to legislative intent.



1950
constitutional drafters envisioned for a fearless watchdog of public
spending.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Friday, March 13, 2015 1:29 PM
To: HUStestimony
Cc: jusbecuz@hotmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for HR14 on Mar 17, 2015 11:00AM

Categories: Blue Category

HR14
Submitted on: 3/13/2015
Testimony for HUS on Mar 17, 2015 11:00AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Marilyn Yamamoto Individual Support No

Comments: All government entities should be subject to oversight. I strongly support an audit to
assess the family court performance on custody issues where family violence is alleged.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



TO:  Representative Dee Morikawa, Chair
  Representative Bertrand Kobayashi, Vice Chair
  House Human Services Committee Members

FROM: Dara Carlin, M.A.
Domestic Violence Survivor Advocate
881 Akiu Place
Kailua, HI  96734

DATE:  March 17, 2015

RE:    STRONG SUPPORT for HCR 37 / HR 14

Good Morning Chair Morikawa, Vice Chair Kobayashi & House Human Services
Committee Members and my apologies for this Late Testimony.

I am an independent Domestic Violence Survivor Advocate who works exclusively with
those who have “successfully escaped” domestic violence meaning those who were not
killed in the process of leaving.  What many people fail to understand is that domestic
violence doesn’t end just because the primary victim leaves/ends the
relationship; for those survivors who have children in-common with their abusers, their
journey through hell is far from over.  Our state boasts some of the best anti-abuse
legislation and laws in the nation, however, these laws and legislation mean nothing
when they are not appropriately applied and enforced.

Back in 2010, Senator Mike Gabbard and Representative John Mizuno presented SCR
91 that sought an audit of contested child custody cases to see if HRS 571-46(9) was
accurately being applied in all domestic abuse/family violence-related cases.  Thanks to
the effort of a group of DV survivors, Representative Karl Rhoads and Senator Suzanne
Chun-Oakland, SCR 91 gathered every legislator’s signature on both the House and
Senate side in support, except for two – unfortunately, one of the two absent signatures
was a crucial one as Hawaii News Now reporter, Mari-Ela David, detailed in a news
story here:

DOWNTOWN HONOLULU (HawaiiNewsNow) - A domestic violence resolution designed to
make sure judges stick to the law and not grant batterers child custody, is just one final house
vote away from passing.

But on Wednesday, SCR91 got stuck on House Speaker Calvin Say's desk.

He wasn't available for comment, but his staff says it's all because of one letter.

The holdup is the letter 'C'. The resolution is an 'SCR' but Speaker Say's office says it should be
labeled 'SR'. There are questions though on whether that really makes a difference.

"The survivors are hurt, they're really hurt. If you look at some of the testimony they really put



themselves on the line coming forward, going public with some of their stories. So it's
disappointing," said Dara Carlin, a domestic violence advocate.

'SCR' stands for Senate Concurrent Resolution which means the House and Senate are involved.

'SR' stands for Senate Resolution, which means only the Senate is involved.

SCR91 calls for an investigative child custody task force made up of Senate members, no House
members.

That's why Speaker Say's office says he refuses to pull it out onto the House floor for a full vote.
A staff member says the House has nothing to do with the resolution.

"Initially we wanted the House and the Senate to both be involved. We were not too sure if the
House wanted to do that. And so the proposal that went over to the House was basically a Senate
investigative committee," said Sen. Suzanne Chun Oakland.

The hope was that the House would support it.

And some lawmakers who wish to remain anonymous tell Hawaii News Now that technically,
Speaker Say could've still pushed the resolution through, regardless of its label.

But with Thursday being the last day of the legislative session, time has run out.

Sen. Chun Oakland says interested lawmakers will still form the task force, just without the
formal legislative stamp of approval.

The informal child custody task force is set to have its first meeting at the end of May.

Sen. Chun Oakland says they'll try to push for SCR91 again at next year's legislative session.

http://www.hawaiinewsnow.com/story/12395042/domestic-violence-resolution-
gets-stuck-in-house-because-of-the-letter-c

Five years later, HCR 37 / HR 14 re-introduces what SCR 91 attempted to accomplish.

Last May (2014) I traveled to Washington, DC to participate in the Mothers of Lost
Children’s Mothers Day event outside of the White House and visited with our
congressional leaders to explain the reason for the annual gathering of DV survivor
moms who’ve lost custody of their children to their abusers after successfully escaping
the violence and abuse in their homes despite laws to protect them from such
outcomes.  Senator Maize Hirono was particularly upset by what I had to say and asked
for “numbers and statistics” to validate what I had told her.  I explained that DV survivors
in Hawaii had indeed tried to obtain those numbers and statistics back in 2010 through
SCR 91 but we failed; she suggested it be re-introduced in the 2015 legislative session
so the next time I come to visit her, she’d have the numbers and statistics available to
her.



The problem I brought before Senator Hirono – DV survivors losing custody of their
children to their abusers despite laws against it – has been called “the family court
crisis” which is a national problem as well as a “local” one:

According to a conservative estimate by experts at the Leadership Council on
Child Abuse and Interpersonal Violence (LC), more than 58,000 children a year
are ordered into unsupervised contact with physically or sexually abusive parents
following divorce in the United States.
http://www.leadershipcouncil.org/1/med/PR3.html

HCR 37 isn’t going to solve the problem BUT it is a first step towards it so I humbly ask
for your support towards this end.

Please understand that HCR 37 isn't about laying blame, pointing fingers or assigning
fault for what's already happened; it's about getting it right, doing what's right and seeing
the wisdom of the law and best practices being applied to protect those most at-risk of
harm by abusers known to them.

Thank you most sincerely for your time, consideration and for this opportunity to provide
testimony in STRONG SUPPORT of HCR 37 / HR 14.

Respectfully,

Dara Carlin, M.A.
Domestic Violence Survivor Advocate
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