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March 13, 2015

To: The Honorable Dee Morikawa, Chair
 The Honorable Bertrand Kobayashi, Vice Chair, and
   Members of the House Committee on Human Services

Date: Tuesday, March 17, 2015
Time: 11:00 a.m.
Place: Conference Room 329, State Capitol

From: Office of Community Services (OCS)
 Department of Labor and Industrial Relations (DLIR)
 Elaine N. Young, Acting Director

 Re: House Concurrent Resolution 30 and House Resolution 12:

 REQUESTING THE HAWAII ACCESS TO JUSTICE COMMISSION TO
ASSEMBLE VARIOUS STATE AND COMMUNITY ENTITIES TO
DETERMINE WHICH AGENCY OR ORGANIZATION SHOULD
ADMINISTER FUNDING FOR CIVIL LEGAL SERVICES TO THE LOW-
AND MODERATE-INCOME.

I. OVERVIEW OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION
HCR30 and HR12 request the Hawaii Access to Justice Commission to convene
various government and community groups to develop a plan to determine which
agency or organization should administer funding for civil legal services to low-
income and moderate-income persons, and report back to the 2016 Legislature.

The resolutions both note that State funding for such services in previous years has
variously been in the form of Grants-in-Aid to identified non-profit organizations, and
in the form of appropriations to State agencies for which purchase of services
(POS) contracts were issued.

The measures also note that the Office of Community Services (OCS), which is
administratively attached to the DLIR, administered appropriations for civil legal
services for some thirty years and that grants-in-aid have been appropriated by the
Legislature for some twenty years to various legal services organizations.
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The measures note the great importance that access to civil legal services can
have for people and observe with concern that available funding for such services
derived from court fees has dropped precipitously in recent years.

 COMMENTS ON THE RESOLUTIONS
OCS agrees with the concerns expressed in the measures and is willing to serve on
the proposed working group.










	HR-12_Elaine N. Young
	HR-12_Gary Slovin
	HR-12_M. Nalani Fujimori Kaina

