EXECUTIVE CHAMBERS
KE KE‘ENA O KE KIA‘AINA
JOSH GREEN, M.D.

GOVERNOR
KE KIA'/AINA

Testimony of
Michael K. Champion, MD
Senior Advisor for Mental Health and the Justice System

Before the
Senate Committee on Government Operations
Tuesday, March 25, 2025, at 3:00 PM
State Capitol, Conference Room 225 and Videoconference

In consideration of
SCR135/SR114, Urging All State Departments to Partner with the Office of Wellness and
Resilience for Data Sharing Agreements

Chair McKelvey, Vice Chair Gabbard and members of the Committee,

| am writing to SUPPORT INTENT of SCR135/SR114.

Behavioral health conditions are widespread, impacting people across socioeconomic levels.
Addressing homelessness, mental health, substance use disorders, and public health issues
requires a collaborative and coordinated cross-agency planning process with public and
private sectors. A coordinated effort to share and translate data across agencies and
stakeholder groups will support developing evidence-based solutions along with effective
program development and implementation to address the needs of our community. Partnering
with the Office of Wellness and Resilience will support its work to develop a trauma-informed
framework and address barriers that impact well being.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on this measure.
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Testimony in SUPPORT of S.C.R. 135 and S.R. 114
URGING ALL STATE DEPARTMENTS TO PARTNER WITH THE OFFICE OF WELLNESS
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March 25, 2025, at 3:00 p.m., Room Number: 225

The Office of Wellness and Resilience (OWR) in the Governor’s Office STRONGLY
SUPPORTS S.C.R. 135 and S.R. 114, which urges all State departments to partner with the
OWR for data-sharing agreements. Such agreements are crucial to our mission of addressing
barriers that impact individual social, physical, and emotional well-being through a trauma-
informed framework.

As mandated by Act 291, SLH 2022, one of our primary functions is to "create a social
determinants of health electronic dashboard that identifies a baseline of needs and concerns
that impede high quality-of-life outcomes." In fulfillment of this mandate, the OWR partnered
with the Health Policy Initiative at the University of Hawai'i to launch the Quality of Life and Well-
Being Dashboard! in December 2024. This dashboard now represents the largest survey of
health and well-being in Hawai'i to date and the largest administration of the CDC's WellBQ in
the nation. This achievement positions our office uniquely to examine community needs through
a data-driven lens, enabling us to develop effective, evidence-based, and trauma-informed
strategies.

Without formalized data-sharing agreements, the OWR faces significant limitations in fulfilling
our mandate. Like other states, many Hawai'i datasets remain siloed within individual
departments and navigating through different data collection methodologies makes cross-
departmental analysis difficult?>. Compounding these difficulties, recent federal policies have
begun restricting access to major national datasets such as the Behavioral Risk Factor
Surveillance Survey, making local-to-national comparisons increasingly difficult. While legitimate
privacy concerns and inconsistent protocols limit information sharing, they also prevent the
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development of valuable insights that could inform strategies to address the barriers affecting
the well-being of Hawai'i's residents.

Research consistently demonstrates that integrating data from multiple sources provides
community members and policymakers with a comprehensive understanding of community
challenges that would not be apparent when analyzing data in isolation®. For example, this
means we might be able to better identify: (1) the prevalence and impacts of trauma across
different populations; (2) interconnected risk factors that cross departmental boundaries; (3)
service gaps and opportunities for collaborative interventions; and (4) overlapping needs
currently being addressed by multiple departments in silos.

The OWR stands ready to work collaboratively with all state departments to establish
appropriate data-sharing agreements that respect privacy while advancing our shared kuleana
of promoting the wellness and resilience of Hawai‘i's people.

We believe these measures represent an important step toward breaking down institutional silos
and fostering a more coordinated, effective approach to addressing trauma and promoting well-
being throughout our state.

We respectfully urge your support for these measures and thank you for the opportunity to
testify.

Tia L. R. Hartsock, MSW, MSCJA
Director, Office of Wellness and Resilience
Office of the Governor
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collaboration and efficient decision-making in the UK. International Journal of Population Data Science.
8(2). doi: 10.23889/ijpds.v8i2.2349.
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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 135/ SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 114
URGING ALL STATE DEPARTMENTS TO PARTNER WITH THE OFFICE OF
WELLNESS AND RESILIENCE FOR DATA SHARING AGREEMENTS

Dear Chair McKelvey, Vice Chair Gabbard and members of the committee:

The Office of Enterprise Technology Services (ETS) is in support of S.C.R. 135 and S.R. 114
which urges all departments to partner with the Office of Wellness and Resilience for data sharing
agreements.

Data sharing and collaboration is required for appropriate interdepartmental decision-making like
what the Office of Wellness and Resilience needs in order to address the barriers that impact an
individual’s social, physical, and emotional well-being through a trauma-informed framework.

Successful data sharing efforts rely on a strong data governance structure to ensure data is handled
responsibly, securely, and ethically. This helps to minimize risk of shared data's integrity and
privacy which undermines collaboration and innovation. Thus, a solid data governance structure
is essential for safeguarding data and enabling effective decision-making. This resolution aligns
with ETS’s data strategy to promote a statewide data sharing framework supporting decision-
making needs of all departments and offices.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testify on this resolution.
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| support this initiative.
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