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SENATE BILL NO. 562, SD2, HD1 
RELATING TO INVASIVE SPECIES 

 
Chair Tarnas, Vice Chair Poepoe, and Members of the Committee: 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify on Senate Bill 562, SD2, HD1, relating to 

invasive species. The bill establishes a Plant Nursery Registry Program to regulate the 

sale of nursery stock. Requires certain plant nurseries to register with the Department of 

Agriculture.  The Department is supportive of this measure’s intent as a means of 

assisting in managing the spread of pests and offers comments and suggested 

changes.   

 
Should this measure move forward, the Department ultimately believes that 

specific requirements related to a Plant Nursery Registration Program, which this 

measure describes in great detail, such as the inspection frequency and quarantine 

measures such as those in the proposed 150A-E on page 7, should be enacted via 

Administrative Rules so those that are directly affected can participate in the rulemaking 

process.  The Department notes that specific parts of this section, particularly those 

related to quarantining of infested material and remedial measures, are already covered 

by HAR 4-72.    
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The Department is appreciative of the inclusion of pop-up sales such as craft 

fairs or fundraising events.  However, the transient nature of these types of events does 

not fit within the requirements outlined in HRS 150A-B and HRS 150A-C, which are 

geared towards locations that are continually producing or selling nursery stock as 

opposed the sellers/distributors of nursery stock.  The Department believes that a new 

section dedicated specifically to addressing these types of events should be added.  

This new section should clarify that a nursery which is already registered would not 

need to subject to the requirements of this new section as they would already be 

subjected to the requirements of this part and instead of focusing on nursery locations, 

be focused on the sellers themselves and managing their best management practices 

as opposed to their location which they would not own. 

 
On page 5, the Department has concerns about the proposed section HRS 

150A-C as a pest mitigation measure because it relies purely on the registrant’s 

attestation of compliance.  The Department believes it is necessary to require 

inspections at each location after a person applies for a registration, and only 

subsequently listing them on the Department’s website after an inspection is completed 

and compliance can be determined.  Additionally, as pest pressure is constant, semi-

annual inspections are suggested to ensure compliance.  By posting the registrations 

online without any inspection verifying the claims the registrant is attesting to, it could 

provide a false sense of security that any entity under this program is actively engaged 

in pest management practices as opposed to being registered purely under good faith.  

By inspecting prior to registering a location, the Department is able to determine if the 

registrant is even able to comply and the Department believes this is the best way to 

effectuate this measure.  The inspections would also have an added benefit of being 

able to directly answer site-specific questions that the Department could not get via a 

registration form and simultaneously enabling staff to continually assist with addressing 

pest-related issues. The Department notes that there are no resources allocated to this 

measure for staffing or operational activities and this measure covers the buying or 

selling of essentially any form of plant material.  As the scope of coverage is very broad, 

the Department cannot reliably provide an estimated number of staff or resources that 

would be necessary to effectuate this measure.   
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On Page 6, beginning on line 21, proposed section HRS 150A-E enables 

inspection only during reasonable business hours.  Surveys for coqui frogs only occur at  

night due to the frogs’ being nocturnal.  However, the Department doesn’t foresee this 

issue impeding implementation should this measure be passed, as the Department has 

never been precluded from property access for coqui.   

 
On page 10, line 5, the creation of a new Part III relating to “Nursery registration 

required” is likely to have minimal impact to Plant Nursery registrants or assist in getting 

persons to register.  First, the Department has no way of determining if a person is 

above the $2,500 income threshold referenced in HRS 150A-B(c), so determining if the 

withholding of services is necessary will be difficult, if not impossible, particularly as it 

relates to smaller growers, or those that buy and resell plants intermittently.  

Additionally, if the person comes for inspection/certification services at a Department 

office or if the services are done at the port of entry or any other area besides the 

registered location, this provision would appear to not apply.  Additionally, should 

inspections become a prerequisite for registration, this section would seem to preclude 

the inspection itself because a person could not get the registration without the 

inspection.  Should inspections prior to registration become required, the Department 

believes this section should be omitted because the Department would already know 

who was compliant or not.   

 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure. 
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TO:  Representative David A. Tarnas, Chair 
 Representative Mahina Poepoe, Vice Chair  
 Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs 
 
FROM:   Richard T. Bissen, Jr., Mayor 
  Rogerene Arce, Director of Agriculture 
 
DATE:   March 16, 2025  
 
SUBJECT:  SUPPORT OF SB562 SD2 HD1, RELATING TO INVASIVE SPECIES 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify in SUPPORT of this important measure. The act 
establishes a Plant Nursery Registry Program to regulate the sale of nursery stock. Requires certain 
plant nurseries to register with the Department of Agriculture. Establishes penalties.  
. 
We SUPPORT this measure for the following reasons: 
 

1. We are losing the fight in protecting our endemic environment. Nearly every endemic 
species in Hawaiʻi is either endangered, critically endangered, or extinct. These native 
systems are invaluable because they produce our water supply. We must increase our 
overall biosecurity and this bill aims to help preserve and protect our ̒ āina and wai, while 
creating mechanisms of accountability within our nursery and landscape industries.  

2. A Plant Nursery Registry Program is vital to mitigating and stopping the spread of various 
invasive species. Our nurseries are a very important industry and are on the front line for 
reforestation and climate adaptation efforts, food security, and the perpetuation of native, 
endemic, and indigineous plants. The demand for plants from our nursuries are so high 
that we must implement measures to protect our community because the moving of plants 
from these businesses are one of the primary vectors for the spread of many invasive 
species.  

3. A program like this is far from unprecedented with many successful models across the 
continent, proving the effectiveness of a Plant Nursery Registry. Multiple benefits include 

                                                             
RICHARD T. BISSEN, JR. 

Mayor 
 

JOSIAH K. NISHITA 
Managing Director 
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HDOA having updated lists and opening up consistent lines of communications with 
nursery businesses, while also collecting important data related to invasive species. This 
program can also be a tool for nursery businesses to market and advertise that they are 
invasive species free.  

Mahalo for your consideration. 

 
 
 
 
 



Hawai’i Forest Industry Association 
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Date: 03/17/25 
 

TO: JHA Chair Tarnas, Vice Chair Poepoe and JHA Committee Members 
 

FROM: Hawai‘i Forest Industry Association (HFIA) 
 

SUBJECT: In opposition to SB562 SD2 HD1 Relating to Invasive Species with comments 
 

Dear Chair Tarnas, vice Chair Poepoe and JHA Committee Members, 
 
On behalf of the Directors of the Hawai’i Forest Industry Association (HFIA), this testimony is in 
opposition to SB652 SD2 HD1 Relating to Invasive Species and offers comments. 
 
The Hawai'i Forest Industry Association (HFIA) believes that the state should enforce regulations that help 
to prevent the introduction and spread of invasive species to Hawaii, however we do not support the 
Nursery Registration program as described in SB652 SD2 HD1.  
 
For small nurseries who may not have the staffing to meet the requirements and expectations a Nursery 
Registration program would demand, annual registration is a lot to ask. Many nurseries are backyard 
operations with only one operator and laborer. Despite their small size they provide highly valuable services 
and resources to their communities. Implementing the requirement to register their nursery and meet the list 
of criteria outlined in the bill may hinder their ability to provide their services and resources to their 
communities.  
 
The HFIA does believe that nurseries need to be held to enforceable standards in order to protect Hawaii 
from the spread of invasive species, however we suggest that the Nursery Registration program be more 
stratified to accommodate nurseries of varying sizes and capacities, and that the Department of Agriculture 
be better resourced to help nurseries (and agricultural operations) in combating invasive species. Small 
scale operations do not have the time, resources and manpower to do it on their own and should not be 
penalized for that. 
 
For these reasons HFIA hopes that you will oppose SB652 SD2 HD1 in its current form. The bill should be 
amended to make meeting Nursery Registration requirements more attainable for the numerous small 
nurseries across the state. 
 
Mahalo, 

 

Guy Cellier, President 
Hawai'i Forest Industry Association  
 

HFIA’s mission is to promote healthy and productive forests and a sustainable forest industry through 
management, education, planning, information exchange, and advocacy. HFIA has over 130 members including 

woodworkers, landowners, sawyers, foundations, foresters, growers, educators, environmentalists, architects, 
millers, ranchers, and others interested in HFIA’s mission and goals. 

 

 

HFIA Board of Directors 
Officers: President Guy Cellier, Vice President Irene Sprecher, Secretary Taylor Coons, Treasurer Wade Lee 

Directors: Jeremy Campbell, Doug Gordon, Nicholas Koch, Michael Sowards, Aileen Yeh 



BIISC 
23 E. Kawili St. 
Hilo, HI 96720 
(808) 933-3340 
www.biisc.org 
 
March 17, 2025 
 
Hearing: House Committee on Judiciary and Hawaiian Affairs 
 
RE: SB562 SD2 
 
Aloha Chair Tarnas, Vice Chair Poepoe, and Members of the Committee,  
 
I would like to express BIISC’s support for SB562 SD2, Relating to Invasive Species, which 
establishes a registration program for persons directly engaged with the production or sale of 
nursery stock. These are common sense measures - requiring best management practices to avoid 
spreading pests, reporting new or unusual disease occurrences, prohibiting the sale of any 
pest-infested stock - that will serve our state and help to improve our biosecurity. 
 
BIISC has long implemented a voluntary nursery endorsement program on the Big Island which 
requires many of these basic measures. Through this program, Plant Pono, we conduct inspections 
of more than 60 nurseries each year, and find that most nurseries are more than happy to embrace 
these practices because of their appreciation for our ʻāina and communities . We encourage this 
measure to formalize the industry and provide the opportunity to recognize good citizens and focus 
regulatory authority on the “bad actors”. 
 
Mahalo for the opportunity to provide testimony on this proposal.  

 
Franny Kinslow Brewer 
Program Manager 
Big Island Invasive Species Committee 

http://www.biisc.org
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House of Representatives  
Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs  
Tuesday, March 18, 2025 
2:15 p.m. Conference Room 325 
State Capitol 

 
Testimony in Support of SB 562 SD2 HD1 

 
 
Aloha Chair Tarnas, Vice Chair Poepoe, and Members of the Committee, 

 
The Coordinating Group on Alien Pest Species (CGAPS) is in support of SB 562 SD2 HD1, 
Relating to Invasive Species, which establishes a registration program for persons directly 
engaged with the production or sale of nursery stock. 
 
The original text of SB 562 focused on businesses that sold what is typically thought of as 
nursery plants – plants for planting, propagation, or ornamentation.  Plant nurseries are a 
significant pathway for the movement of pests, as set out in section 1 of SB 562 SD2 HD1 and as 
we have observed with the spread of little fire ants (LFA) and coqui frogs across the State.  The 
Committees that initially heard SB 562 adopted changes suggested by the Hawaii Department 
of Agriculture (HDOA) in their testimony to include fresh fruit and vegetables and cut flowers as 
“nursery stock,” resulting in the scope of the bill expanding from on-line registration and self-
certification for the high risk pathway of plant nurseries to now include any seller of fruits and 
vegetables (grocery stores, convenience stores, etc.) and cut flowers, which are typically a 
much lower risk.    
 
To focus the nursery registration program on high risk pathways, we respectfully request that 
this Committee remove “fresh fruit and vegetables” from the definition of “nursery stock” on 
page 3, line 20. 
 
We also note that the requirement for the list of registered locations to be posted on HDOA’s 
website has been removed from SB562 SD2 HD1 to address HDOA’s concern that publishing the 
list could create a false sense of security for consumers.  This is confusing since HDOA’s website 
currently lists “Certified Nurseries” without text to give consumers context that the nurseries 
are certified as nematode-free for export for plants exported to California. 
(https://hdoa.hawaii.gov/pi/pq/certified-nurseries/) 

https://hdoa.hawaii.gov/pi/pq/certified-nurseries/
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As introduced, SB 562 proposed that HDOA, with input from the regulated businesses and the 
public, develop short, island-specific lists of “high-priority pests” and “non-quarantine pests.”  
However, SB 562 SD2 HD1 reverts this to the existing process where the Board of Agriculture 
(BOA) determines which species are pests.  We cannot find one instance of the BOA using that 
process to designate a species as a pest and there is no list of pests as determined by the BOA.  
There is a list of pests designated for control or eradication in chapter 69A, Hawaii 
Administrative Rules (HAR), that was last updated in 2008, is not island-specific, and contains 
many low-impact, widespread pests and omits many high-impact species.  Currently, SB 562 
SD2 HD1 requires plant nurseries, now including grocery stores and other fruit and vegetable 
and cut flower sellers, to report each new occurrence of a “pest” to HDOA, wasting business 
time and effort by requiring reporting of common pests like the widespread Chinese rose 
beetle, and even honey bees.   
 
To address this problem, we respectfully request this Committee consider re-inserting the 
definitions and uses of the terms  “high-priority pest” and “non-quarantine pest” as used in 
the original version of SB 562 and reinserting former section 150A-F “Nursery program 
designation of high-priority pests and non-quarantine pests” from SB 562.  
 
The original version of SB 562 was a first step for HDOA to get a handle on the spread of pests 
through the sale of nursery products.  The program consisted of an online form and a self-
certification, with HDOA authorized to do inspections of plant nurseries as they have available 
resources.  SB 562 did not propose a novel or onerous program.  Instead, requiring persons 
directly engaged with the production or sale of nursery stock to register with HDOA, not sell 
items infested with high-impact pests, and use best management practices is sensible 
legislation that protects the industry and consumers while costing HDOA little.  
 
AS Sb562 SD2 HD1 notes in section 1, many states have programs that require persons that 
grow, distribute, or sell nursery stock to be licensed or certified and regularly inspected.  None 
of these state programs apply to sellers of fresh fruits and vegetables who do not also sell 
nursery plants, and many of these programs have extensive requirements.  For example: 
 
(1) Alabama (Ala. Code § 2-25-6, requiring an annual inspection certificate for any seller of 

nursery stock with a fee between $50 and $230, based upon the previous year's volume 
of sales). 

(2) California  (The California Department of Food and Agriculture has a nursery license 
program. According to their website, “Nursery stock is the highest risk pathway for the 
movement of plant pests worldwide.  Maintaining a system of clean, healthy nursery 
stock is essential to the protection of California’s agriculture and environment.” 
https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/plant/pe/nsc/nursery/). 

https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/plant/pe/nsc/nursery/
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(3) Delaware (Del Code tit. 3, §§ 1302, 1303, requiring a nursery license, an annual nursery 
inspection certificate, and authorizing unannounced inspections, as deemed necessary). 

(4) Kentucky (Ky. Rev. Stat. § 249.060, requiring each nursery or dealer in nursery stock to 
obtain an annual license for each location for a fee between $25 and $40 plus $1.50 per 
acre).  

(5) Maryland (Md. Code, Agric. § 5-309, requiring a nursery inspection at least annually and 
a fee starting at $10 up to a maximum of $1000, based on nursery size, and an annual 
certification for a fee of $100). 

(6) Massachusetts (Mass. Gen. Laws ch. 128, § 17, 801 CMR 4.02, requiring each nursery or 
place where nursery stock is grown to be inspected at least once annually and to obtain 
an annual certificate for a fee between $30 and $210). 

(7) Michigan (Mich. Comp. Laws §§ 286.206, 286.210, 
https://www.michigan.gov/mdard/plant-pest/plant-health/nursery-licensing-and-
inspection requiring a person growing or desiring to sell nursery stock to have a license 
and certificate for each business location for a fee between $40 and $100 and annual 
inspection of each nursery in the state for hourly-based fees of $74 per hour or acreage-
based fees of $67 for the first acre, and $40 for each additional acre). 

(8) New Hampshire (N.H. Rev. Stat. §§ 433:29, 433:29-a, 
https://www.agriculture.nh.gov/divisions/plant-industry/faq-nursery-plant-dealers.htm 
requiring a license for each business location selling nursery stock for a fee of $25 and 
authorizing inspections as determined necessary). 

(9) New Mexico (N.M. Stat. §§ 76-5-15, 76-5-16, 75-5-26 requiring every dealer or agent 
selling, importing, or storing nursery stock to obtain an annual license for a fee of not 
more than $75  and an annual inspection certificate for a fee of not more than $75 plus 
$2 per acre). 

(10) Ohio (Ohio Rev. Code §§ 927.53, 9267.61, requiring annual inspection of nursery stock 
offered for sale and an annual license for a fee of $125). 

(11) Rhode Island (R.I. Gen. Laws  § 2-18.1-6, 
https://dem.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur861/files/2024-01/nursfaq.pdf requiring annual 
certification and inspection of all locations growing or selling nursery stock for a fee of 
$50). 

(12)  Tennessee (TCA §43-6-106;  Tenn. Comp. R&Regs. 0080-06-01-.05 requiring greenhouse 
licenses, nursery licenses, plant dealer licenses, florist licenses, landscaper licenses, and 
other similar licenses for various fees up to $250 and authorizing their Department of 
Agriculture to enter any property or location where plants are grown or kept for sale or 
distribution during normal business hours, as often as the department deems necessary 
for the prevention or mitigation of pests, pest plants, and diseases).   

 
 

https://www.michigan.gov/mdard/plant-pest/plant-health/nursery-licensing-and-inspection
https://www.michigan.gov/mdard/plant-pest/plant-health/nursery-licensing-and-inspection
https://www.agriculture.nh.gov/divisions/plant-industry/faq-nursery-plant-dealers.htm
https://dem.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur861/files/2024-01/nursfaq.pdf
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Mahalo for your consideration of our testimony on this bill and the Committee’s efforts to 
protect purchasers, communities, and industries from the inadvertent spread of pests through 
nursery stock. 
 
 
Aloha, 
 

 
Christy Martin  
CGAPS Program Manager 
 

 
Stephanie Easley  
CGAPS Legal Fellow 



 

 
 

To advance and promote a healthy economic environment 

for business, advocating for a responsive government and 

quality education, while preserving Maui’s unique community 

characteristics. 

 

 
HEARING BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY & HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS 

HAWAII STATE CAPITOL, HOUSE CONFERENCE ROOM 325 
Tuesday, March 18, 2025 AT 2:15 P.M. 

  
To The Honorable David A. Tarnas, Chair 
The Honorable Mahina Poepoe, Vice Chair 
Members of the Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs  
 

COMMENTS ON SB562 SD2 HD1 RELATING TO INVASIVE SPECIES 
  

The Maui Chamber of Commerce would like to share our COMMENTS on SB562 SD2 HD1. 
 
The Chamber strongly believes that one of the greatest challenges in our island state is the transfer of 
invasive species through the sale of plants between islands. In addition to this, the importation of plants 
that bypass agricultural inspections further expands opportunities for invasive species to establish 
themselves in new locations, where mitigation measures may no longer be effective. These species 
can significantly alter our environment, economy, and social well-being. We advocate for funding to 
focus on increasing the number of inspectors and exploring options for quarantining plants prior to 
interisland shipping to ensure they are not transporting invasive species. 
 
We encourage the legislature to collaborate with the nursery, agriculture, and plant industries in the 
development of certain aspects of this bill prior to its passage. It is important to ensure that the list of 
invasive species is accompanied by appropriate actions, such as quarantines and eradication efforts. 
Additionally, we are concerned about the introduction of a new nursery registration process and its 
potential impacts on businesses. We view this as another opportunity for the legislature to engage with 
the industry to explore options for licenses and fees, ultimately working together to establish an 
effective accountability program. 
 
For these reasons, we are providing COMMENTS on SB562 SD2 HD1. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Pamela Tumpap 
President 

poepoe1
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 
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Submitted on: 3/18/2025 9:21:48 AM 

Testimony for JHA on 3/18/2025 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Eileen Hilton Windward Coalition Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

March 18, 2025 

RE: SB 562 

BEFORE THE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY & HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS 

Chair Tarnas, Vice Chair Poepoe, and Members of the Committee:  

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on Senate Bill 562, SD2, HD1, which establishes a 

Plant Nursery Registry Program. The Windward Coalition strongly supports this bill for 

the following reasons: 

• Pest Control: The bill aims to prevent the spread of 

pests within the state, which is crucial for protecting 

Hawaii's $81 million nursery industry. 
• Economic Protection: By regulating the sale of nursery stock, the bill helps 

safeguard the productivity and profitability of local plant nursery businesses. 

• Environmental Protection: The program should help control invasive species like 

the coconut rhinoceros beetle, little fire ant, and coqui frog, as well as viruses and 

pathogens that affect plant life. 

Although SB 562 will likely result in some increased regulation, costs and enforcement 

challenges, the Windward Coalition supports its passage as potential benefits outweigh the 

drawbacks. 

Mahalo, 

Eileen Hilton MD 

President, Windward Coalition 

 

poepoe1
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 



SB-562-HD-1 

Submitted on: 3/14/2025 5:12:51 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 3/18/2025 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Denise Boisvert Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Please pass this critically important bill. 

The red carpet that has been rolled out to invasive pests and 

diseases for decades needs to be rolled back up once and for 

all, and the welcome committees that seem to be created by 

plant nurseries must be disbanded! 

 



SB-562-HD-1 

Submitted on: 3/14/2025 5:13:55 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 3/18/2025 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Marcia Kemble Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Greetings Committee Chair and Committee Members, 

 

Please support SB562 SD2 HD1. I am extremely worried about the dangers presented by 

invasive species. We need to use all the tools at our disposal to fight the threat posed by pests 

including little fire ants, coconut rhinoceros beetle, coqui frogs, etc. Already three of my siblings 

(one in Enchanted Lake, one in Maunawili, and one in Makiki Heights) have encountered little 

fire ants! 

 

Mahalo for your consideration. 

Marcia Kemble 

Makiki 

 



SB-562-HD-1 

Submitted on: 3/14/2025 5:34:01 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 3/18/2025 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kim Jorgensen Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Certain plant nurseries have put profit over the health of the 

environment for far too long, and have caused devastating 

and widespread harm.  This bill needs to pass.   

 



SB-562-HD-1 

Submitted on: 3/15/2025 5:50:34 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 3/18/2025 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Master Shelby "Pikachu" 

Billionaire  

Ohana Unity Party & 

Kingdom of The Hawaii 

Islands 

Support 
Remotely Via 

Zoom 

 

 

Comments:  

  

The Honorable Members of the Senate 

Thirty-Third Legislature 

State of Hawaii 

415 South Beretania Street 

Honolulu, HI 96813 

Dear Senators, 

I’m absolutely thrilled to throw my unwavering support behind Senate Bill No. 562—a dazzling, 

trailblazing masterpiece that tackles invasive species head-on to protect Hawaii’s precious 

nursery industry and beyond! This Plant Nursery Registration Program is a visionary strike 

against pests that threaten our economy and environment, and I’m bursting with excitement to 

see it soar. Here’s why, backed by jaw-dropping stats, SB 562 is a must-pass marvel: 

• An $81 Million Industry at Stake: Hawaii’s nursery sector is a powerhouse, raking in 

over $81 million in local and export sales (2020 USDA Horticulture Summary, per the 

bill). With 6,569 farms statewide producing $673 million in total ag value (2022 USDA 

Census), nurseries are a vital cog—yet invasive pests like the coconut rhinoceros beetle 

(damaging 80% of Oahu’s palms since 2013, HDOA) and little fire ants (costing $208 

million annually statewide, UH study) threaten to shred this $81 million gem. SB 562’s 

registry is our shield! 

• Pests: A $6 Billion Menace: Invasive species aren’t just a nuisance—they’re an economic 

tsunami! Nationally, they cost agriculture $120 billion yearly (USDA), but in Hawaii, the 

toll is staggering: $6 billion annually across sectors, with ag bearing a hefty slice (Hawaii 

Invasive Species Council, 2023). Coqui frogs alone disrupt nursery sales with their 90-

decibel shrieks, driving down property values by $7.6 million on Big Island (UH, 2019). 

SB 562’s inspections and pest-free mandates are a knockout punch to this chaos! 

• Protecting 12,000 Producers: With 12,000 ag producers statewide (Civil Beat, 2024) and 

nursery stock fueling landscaping, exports, and local gardens, SB 562’s registration for 

all sellers—pop-ups to commercial giants—is a game-changer. Consider this: 30% of 

nursery stock in Hawaii showed pest traces in a 2021 HDOA spot check, risking our $290 



million Big Island ag output (USDA, 2022). Mandatory best practices and quarantines 

will save our 1,718 Big Island farms and beyond! 

• A Biosecurity Boost: Hawaii’s biosecurity is on the ropes—80% of our 1,200+ pest 

species arrived via imports (HDOA, 2022), and nurseries are a key entry point. The 

coconut rhinoceros beetle’s 2013 invasion cost $3 million in containment by 2018 

(HDOA), while little fire ants infest 40% of Hawaii Island’s farms (UH, 2023). SB 562’s 

integration with the biosecurity program—think inspections and pest reporting—slashes 

these risks, protecting our $670 million ag economy (Civil Beat, 2024)! 

• Global Lessons, Local Wins: States like Alabama, Maryland, and Oregon prove this 

works—annual nursery inspections cut pest spread by 25% in Oregon (National Plant 

Board, 2022). Hawaii’s 1981 export rules are outdated, leaving our 85-90% food-import-

dependent state (UH, 2023) exposed. SB 562’s modern registry could shrink our $14 

million ag loss estimate (Civil Beat, 2024) and boost consumer confidence—imagine 

pest-free plants for all 1.4 million residents! 

I’m electrified by Senate Bill No. 562—it’s a colossal leap to safeguard our nursery industry, our 

environment, and our future! Pass this bill and fund its brilliance—our $81 million nursery sector 

and 6,569 farms can’t afford to wait. Mahalo for championing this epic defense against invasive 

pests—let’s make Hawaii a global leader in biosecurity! 

Sincerely, 

Master Shelby "Pikachu" Billionaire, HRM 

Ohana Unity Party, Chairman 

www.Ohanaunityparty.com 

Kingdom of The Hawaiian Islands, H.I. 

 



SB-562-HD-1 

Submitted on: 3/16/2025 8:34:29 AM 

Testimony for JHA on 3/18/2025 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kathryn Takakuwa Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha Chair Tarnas, Vice Chair Poepoe, and members of the Committee of Judiciary and 

Hawaiian Affairs, 

My name is Kathi Takakuwa and I live in Waikalua, Kāneʻohe.  I strongly support SB526, which 

would establish a Plant Nursery Registry Program to regulate the sale of nursery stock.   

As you are aware, invasive species are a threat to our native ecosystems, our agricultural 

industry, our watersheds and water security, and to our quality of life. Requiring nurseries to be 

licensed with the state Department of Agriculture and be inspected regularly would contribute to 

the control of the spread of invasive species, and subsequently, to the health of our ʻāina and our 

ability to continue to live in our Hawaiʻi.   

Mahalo nui. 

Sincerely, 

Kathi Takakuwa 
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