KEITH T. HAYASHI
SUPERINTENDENT

JOSH GREEN, M.D.
GOVERNOR

STATE OF HAWATI
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
KA ‘OIHANA HO‘ONA‘AUAO
P.0. BOX 2360
HONOLULU, HAWAI'I 96804

Date: 01/28/2025

Time: 02:00 PM

Location: 309 VIA VIDEOCONFERENCE
Committee: House Education

Department: Education
Person Testifying: Keith T. Hayashi, Superintendent of Education
Bill Title: HB 0628 RELATING TO EDUCATION.

Purpose of Bill:  Authorizes the Department of Education to establish a program to award high
school diplomas to persons who did not receive a diploma as a result of
compulsory or voluntary induction into the armed services and persons whose
high school education was interrupted due to wartime practices during World War
Il, the Korean War, or the Vietham War.

Department's Position:

The Hawaii State Department of Education (Department) supports HB 628, which authorizes the
Department to award high school diplomas to individuals who did not receive a diploma due to military
service and individuals whose high school education was interrupted due to wartime practices during
World War I, the Korean War, or the Vietnam War.

Act 101, Session Laws of Hawaii 2007, which previously authorized the Department to issue the
Kupono diploma to World War Il, Korean War, and Vietham War veterans, as well as individuals
whose schooling was interrupted due to military service or internment, sunset in 2020. The
Department would appreciate authorization to resume awarding high school diplomas to the
individuals outlined in this bill in recognition of their sacrifices during wartime.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on HB 628.
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