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RELATING TO STATE HOLIDAYS 

 The Department of Budget and Finance (B&F) offers comments on this bill. 

 House Bill No. 554 amends Section 8-1, HRS, to establish Lunar New Year, the day 

of the second new moon after the winter solstice, as a State holiday. 

 B&F notes that this bill would add an additional State holiday to the 13 (14 in 

even-numbered election years) State holidays currently recognized in the HRS and thus 

cause the State to lose an additional day of State labor and productivity valued at 

approximately $9,060,274 in payroll expenses.  Furthermore, B&F would like to highlight 

that the Department of Human Resources Development and Hawai‘i Government 

Employees Association have testified on similar bills in the past, noting State holidays are 

a matter that needs to be negotiated and included in the collective bargaining master 

contract. 

 Thank you for your consideration of our comments. 
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In consideration of  
HB 554, Relating to State Holidays  

 
  

Chair Kapela, Vice-Chair Kong and the members of the committees:  
  
The Office of Collective Bargaining (OCB) appreciates the intent of HB 554, which 
designates the second new moon after the winter solstice of every year as the Lunar New 
Year and establishes the Lunar New Year as a state holiday. However, OCB offers the 
following comments on this measure: 
 

1. While the Legislature is the governing body to both establish and remove official 
state holidays, the potential impact on public employees is a negotiable matter, 
subject to collective bargaining pursuant to Hawaiʻi Revised Statutes (HRS), §89-9. 
 

2. Also, the establishment of Lunar New Year, as an official state holiday, would have 
no effect on public workers unless it is negotiated and mutually agreed to. 
  

3. Should this measure pass prompting the exclusive representatives to initiate 
negotiations for inclusion of Lunar New Year as another observed holiday for 
public employees, the employer would have serious concerns regarding the 
operational and financial impact to the State. 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony and comments on this measure. 





HB-554 

Submitted on: 2/4/2025 8:56:11 AM 

Testimony for CAA on 2/5/2025 10:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Victor Lim Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha, 

My name is Victor Lim  and has been a resident of Hawaii since 1969.  I have been involved and 

served as president of the United Chinese Society, Chinese Chamber of Commerce of Hawaii as 

well as many community and civic organizations here. 

I strongly support HB 554 that establish the Lunar New Year as our State Holiday.  The many 

diverse Asian heritage communities here that make up Hawaii celebrate the Lunar New Year as 

their New Year, a joyous time to spoend with family and friends. 

Mahalo. 

Victor Lim 
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Kendrick Chang Individual Support 
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Comments:  

Aloha Chair Kapela, Vice-Chair Kong, and Committee Members:  

I write in my personal capacity to express strong support for HB 554, which will add the Lunar 

New Year as a State holiday. Our diverse Asian communities across the State of Hawaii 

(Chinese, Japanese, Korean, Vietmanese, etc.) widely observe the Lunar New Year in a manner 

akin to the start of the calendar year on January 1st. By designating the Lunar New Year as a 

State holiday, the State can recognize our vibrant cultural heritage and welcome a properous start 

the new year.  

Based on the foregoing, I hope the Committee will advance this measure in recognition of our 

diverse Asian communities and cultural traditions. Thank you for your consideration.  

Best, 

Kendrick S. Chang  
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Comments:  

Dear Chair Kapela, Vice Chair Kong, and Members: 

I write in strong support of HB554.  The Asian community in Hawaiʻi has made significant 

contributions to the State’s social, civic, and economic success, as well as its diverse and vibrant 

culture, which includes the celebration of the Lunar New Year. The Lunar New Year is joyously 

observed by numerous residents in 11 the State and is celebrated by more than 2/3rds of 

Chinese, Korean, Japanese, and Vietnamese Americans across the United States.  This bill will 

recognize that. 

Sincerely, 

Tai-ni Hsia 
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Nelson Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support this bill.  Please make Lunar New Year a holiday. 
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Comments:  

Dear Honorable Chair Kapela, Honorable Vice Chair Kong, and Honorable Members of the 

Committee on Culture and Arts, 

I write in strong support of HB554.  This bill would recognize the cultural heritage of many of 

Hawaii's residents.  I'd like to also thank the main sponsor of this bill, the Honorable 

Representative Cory Chun for putting this important issue forward. 

Respectfully,  

Davina 
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