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1. Why do you wish to be a member of the Policy Advisory Board for Elder Affairs. 
 
I wish to advocate for policies and programs that improve the quality of life for our 
kūpuna, especially policies and programs that allow kūpuna to age at home. 
 

2. What do you perceive are the roles and responsibilities of a member of the Policy 
Advisory Board for Elder Affairs. 
 
The principal role of a member of PABEA is to advise and provide wise and 
timely counsel to the Director of the Executive Office on Aging (EOA) and to 
assist the staff of EOA. 
 

3. Given your understanding of the roles and responsibilities as a member of the 
Policy Advisory Board for Elder Affairs, why do you believe that you are qualified 
for the position?  Please include a brief statement of your skills, expertise, and 
knowledge that would aid you as a member of the board. 
 
I am committed to the goals and priorities of EOA.  In my career and volunteer 
experience, I have exercised strategic thinking and planning, leadership and 
team building, engagement with diverse populations, and constructive 
interpersonal skills.  I understand group dynamics and can facilitate groups 
towards common goals.  I have worked in aging and healthcare for over 35 
years. 

 
4. What do you hope to accomplish during your term of service? 

 
I will contribute to the enhancement of supports to the unpaid family caregivers in 
our State. 
 

5. Name three qualities that best describe you and how these qualities will the 
Policy Advisory Board for Elder Affairs. 
 
I am honest, patient, and persevering.  Often times, the road to improvements in 
our community can be long and filled with obstacles.  I will keep my eyes on the 
goals. 
 

6. Name a previous experience you've had that will be beneficial as a member. 
 
I am in my sixth and final year serving as AARP Hawaiʻi State President.  The 
State President is the top volunteer position in Hawaiʻi, provides strategic advice 
to the AARP Hawaiʻi staff, oversees the AARP Hawaiʻi Executive Council, and 
advocates on behalf of people ages 50 and older.  The State President 
represents AARP at public events, with the media, and at the State Legislature. 
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7. Can you foresee any possible conflicts of interest that could arise during your 
service on the Policy Advisory Board for Elder Affairs. How would you overcome 
conflicts of interest? 
 
I do not foresee any possible conflicts of interest.  I will recuse myself from any 
discussions or any decision-making on any issue which is a conflict of interest for 
me or for my immediate family. 
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Hearing: Monday, February 24, 2025, 1:05 P.M., Conference Room 225 

EOA’s Position:  EOA supports the nomination of Mr. Gary Simon to the Policy Advisory 

Board for Elder Affairs (PABEA).  

Comments:  HRS 349-4 established PABEA to advise the Director on issues, approaches to  

 

solutions, development of position statements, advocacy, legislative actions, program  

 

development and operations.  Mr. Simon is committed to public service and has shown  

 

dedication to improve the quality of life for our kūpuna throughout his professional career and in  

 

retirement. He worked for St. Francis for thirty years directing programs for older adults,  

 

including hospice, emergency response services, and health services.  

 

Currently, he is an active and committed member of the PABEA, Kupuna Caucus, AARP, and  

 

Family Caregiver Coalition.  EOA has benefitted greatly from his involvement in PABEA.  He  

 

has served twice as the PABEA Board Chair and Vice Chair and currently, serves on the PABEA  
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Legislative Committee where he often provides helpful information and insight on legislative  

 

bills and issues related to aging and disabilities.   

 

Mr. Simon provides extensive knowledge and experience to PABEA and is a valued  

 

asset in providing guidance to the EOA. For these reasons, EOA strongly supports the  

 

nomination of Mr. Simon.  
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The State Legislature 

Senate Committee on Health and Human Services 

Governor’s Message (GM) 538- Gary Simon 

Monday, February 24, 2025 

Conference Room 225 

1:05 p.m. 

 

TO:  The Honorable Joy San Buenaventura, Chair 

         The Honorable Henry Aquino, Vice-Chair  

FROM:  Keali‘i  S. López, State Director, AARP Hawai‘i  

RE:  Strong Support for GM 538 – Gary Simon 

 

Aloha Chair San Buenaventura, Vice-Chair Aquino and Members of the Committee: 

 

My name is Keali‘i Lopez and I am the State Director for AARP Hawai‘i. AARP is a nonpartisan, 

social impact organization that advocates for individuals aged 50 and older. We have a 

membership of nearly 38 million nationwide and nearly 140,000  in  Hawai‘i. We advocate at 

the state and federal level for issues that matter most to older adults and their families. 

 

AARP Hawaii is in strong support for the appointment of Gary Simon to Hawaii's Policy Advisory 

Board for Elder Affairs. With a distinguished professional history in the health and gerontology 

field, Gary has consistently demonstrated his dedication and passion for advocating on behalf 

of older adults in our community. 

 

Gary's extensive experience as a health care executive  has equipped him with a deep 

understanding of the complexities and challenges faced by our aging population. His ability to 

analyze and develop effective policies has been instrumental in driving positive change and 

improving the quality of life for many kupuna in Hawaii. 

 

Throughout his career, Gary has been a fierce advocate for older adults, tirelessly working to 

ensure their voices are heard and their needs are met. His efforts have not only benefited 

individual kupuna but have also strengthened our community as a whole. 

 

AARP wholeheartedly endorses Gary Simon's appointment to Hawaii's Policy Advisory Board for 

Elder Affairs. I am confident that he will continue to be a valuable asset to our community and a 

strong advocate for our older population.  Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of 

Gary Simon. 

I.-'lawai‘i i

mailto:aarphi@aarp.org


GM-538 

Submitted on: 2/21/2025 10:56:48 AM 

Testimony for HHS on 2/24/2025 1:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Raelene Tenno Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Support GM 538  

For consideration and confirmation to the Policy Advisory Board for Elder Affairs, 

Gubernatorial Nominee, GARY SIMON. 

Gary Simon is a great asset to the Policy Advisory Board for Elder Affairs and I support his 

confirmation.  We need his expertise as Hawaii's aging population is only getting larger. 

Thank you for allowing the submission of this testimony in Support of GM 538, Gary Simon. 
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Senate Committee on Health and Human Resources 
Monday, February 24, 2025 
1:05 PM 
Conference Room 225 & Videoconference 
 
GM 538 
 
Senator Joy A. San Buenaventura, Chair Senator Henry J.C. Aquino, Vice Chair and 
members of the Committee: 
 
I’m Beverly Gotelli writing in strong support of GM 538 the appointment of Gary Simon to 
the Policy Advisory Board for Elder Affairs.   
 
I’ve known Gary since my appointment to the Policy Advisory Board for Elder Affairs in 
2020.  Gary has a strong background in Kupuna matters and his willingness to share this 
with members.  He is an active member of the community and yet never forgets that 
Kupuna needs to be respected and cared for.  Gary is a very proactive individual who brings 
much to our meetings.   
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify in strong support of GM 538 
 
Beverly Ann Gotelli 
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