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STATE OF HAWAI‘I 
KA MOKU‘ĀINA O HAWAI‘I 

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS 
KA ‘OIHANA PONO LIMAHANA 

   

 February 26, 2025 
 
To: The Honorable Henry J.C. Aquino, Chair 
 The Honorable Chris Lee, Vice Chair, and   

 Members of the Labor and Technology Committee 
 
Date: Friday, March 7, 2025 
Time: 3:00 p.m. 
Place: Conference Room 224, State Capitol 
 
From: Jade T. Butay, Director 
 Department of Labor and Industrial Relations (DLIR) 
 
Re: G.M. 529, Submitting for consideration and confirmation to the Hoisting 

Machine Operators Advisory Board, Gubernatorial Nominee, FONOKALAFI 
MISI, for a term to expire 06-30-2028. 

 
The Department of Labor and Industrial Relations supports the confirmation of Mr. Misi 
Fonokalafi to the Hoisting Machine Operators Advisory Board (HMOAB).   
 
Mr. Misi earned his National Commission for the Certification of Crane Operators in 
2005. He served as a certified crane operator for Kiewit Infrastructure West Company 
from 2008 to 2021 and is currently a Business Agent for the Operating Engineers, Local 
3.  
 
The DLIR is very pleased to have Mr. Misi serve on the HMOAB.  His wisdom, 
experience and commitment to health and safety will assure construction tower and 
crane operators across the islands operate hoisting machines in a safe and lawful 
manner on behalf of the citizens of our State.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in support of Governor’s Message 
581.  

JOSH GREEN, M.D. 
GOVERNOR 

 
 

SYLVIA LUKE 
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR 

 

 
JADE T. BUTAY 

DIRECTOR 
 
 

WILLIAM G. KUNSTMAN 
DEPUTY DIRECTOR 
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The Thirty-Third Legislature, State of Hawaii
The Senate

Committee on Labor and Technology

Testimony by
Hawaii Government Employees Association

March 7,2025

GM 529 _ SUBMITTI NG FOR CONSIDERATION AND CONFIRMATION TO THE
HOISTING MACHINE OPERATORS ADVISORY BOARD, GUBERNATQRIAL

EE FONOKALAF EXPIRE 6-30-

The Hawaii Government Employees Association, AFSCME Local 152, AFL-CIO strongly
supports the nomination Fonokalafi Misi, to the Hoisting Machine Operators Advisory
Board.

Mr. Misi's experience and extensive knowledge in hoisting equipment, safety standards,
and workforce training makes him highly qualified for this position. Mr. Misi holds a
Hoisting Machine Operator Certificate and has worked for over a decade as a certified
crane operator for Kiewit lnfrastructure West and Pukiki Tree and Oahu Crane. Given his
hands on experience, Mr. Misiwill prove to be a valuable asset on the advisory committee
where the committee is tasked with establishing standards to assure the construction
tower and crane operators across the state operate their machinery in a safe and lawful
manner.

We offer our unequivocal support and endorsement of Fonokalafi Misi nomination to the
Hoisting Machine Operators Advisory Committee, and kindly ask the favorable
consideration of your committee for his candidacy.

Res llv submitted

Randy Perreira
Executive Director
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The Thirty-Third Legislature
The Senate

Committee on Labor and Technology

Testimony by
Hawaii State AFL-ClO

March 7,2025

TESTIMONY IN SUPP OF GM529 - SUBMITTING FOR CONSIDERATION AND CONFI

TO THE HOISTING MACHINE OPERATORS ADVISORY BOARD, GUBE NATORIAL NOMINEE.

N KALAFI MISI FOR A TERM TO

Chair Aquino, Vice Chair Lee, and members of the committee:

The Hawaii State AFL-CIO is a state federation of 76 affiliate labor organizations representing

over 69,000 union members across Hawaii in industries including healthcare, construction,
hospitality, entertainment, transportation, and government. The Hawaii State AFL-ClO serves its

affiliates by advocating for the rights of working families, promoting fair wages, safe working

conditions, and policies that strengthen Hawaii's workforce.

We are in support of GM529, confirming Fonokalafi Misi to the Hoisting Machine Operators

Advisory Board for a term expiring on June 30, 2028. Mr. Misi's experience and extensive

knowledge of hoisting equipment, safety standards, and workforce training make him highly

qualified for this position. Additionally, his hands-on expertise ensures that he understands the

complexities of the industry and the importance of maintaining high safety and operational

standards for workers.

We respectfully request that the committee confirm his appointment

ulR

Randy Perreira
President
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TESTIMONY OF THE ILWU INTERNATIONAL – HAWAII 

ON GM 529 IN SUPPORT FOR CONFIRMATION OF  
GUBERNATORIAL NOMINEE FONOKALAFI MISI  

 
Chairman Aquino, Vice Chair Lee, and Committee Members, 

The International ILWU supports the confirmation of Fonokalafi Misi to the Hoisting Machine 
Operators Advisory Board (HMOAB). Cranes are indispensable in constructing essential 
infrastructure such as schools, hospitals, and homes. Given that crane operations often occur in 
close proximity to the public within urban environments, ensuring their safe operation is crucial 
to preventing potentially disastrous accidents.  
 
Establishing and enforcing minimum safety standards for construction tower and crane operators 
statewide is a significant undertaking. We are confident that Mr. Misi possesses the expertise and 
experience necessary to effectively uphold the mission of the HMOAB. He will be instrumental 
in ensuring that crane operators adhere to safety regulations and legal standards, thereby 
safeguarding the public across our state. 
 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 

       
      Brandon W. K. Wolff 
      Vice President – Hawaii 
      ILWU International  



 
 
The Honorable Henry J.C. Aquino, Chair  
and Members of the Committee on Labor and Technology 
Hawai‘i State House Senate 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

 

RE: STRONG SUPPORT FOR GM 529- SUBMITTING FOR CONSIDERATION AND CONFIRMATION TO 
THE HOISTING MACHINE OPERATORS ADVISORY BOARD, GUBERNATORIAL NOMINEE, 
FONOKALAFI MISI, FOR A TERM TO EXPIRE 06-30-2028. 

 

Aloha Chair Aquino, Vice Chair Lee, and Members of the Committee, 

My name is Ana Tuiasosopo, and I am a Trustee and District Representative for the International 
Union of Operating Engineers (IUOE) Local 3, representing heavy equipment operators, mechanics, 
surveyors, and other skilled tradespeople in Hawaiʻi’s construction industry.  I submit this 
testimony in strong support of GM 529. 

I have had the pleasure of working with Mr. Misi for many years. His years of experience and 
knowledge in the construction field regarding hoisting machines will be an asset to the board.  What 
sets Mr. Misi apart is his hand-on experience as work hoisting machine operator.  I believe practical 
and real-world experience from a worker’s perspective will make all the difference to board.   

Lastly, I’d like to emphasize that, since the inception of this board, there has always been worker’s 
representative on this board. I know that Mr. Misi ability, experience, and personal knowledge will 
help this board thrive. 

We humbly ask for your consideration and confirmation of GM- 529.  We support Mr. Misi. 

Ana Tuiasosopo, 
 

 

 

Trustee/District Representative 
International Union of Operating Engineers (IUOE) Local 3 
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The Senate Committee on Labor, and Technology 
March 7, 2025 

Room 224 
3:00 PM 

 
 

RE:​ GM 529, Submitting for Consideration and Confirmation to the Hoisting 
Machine Operators Advisory Board, Gubernatorial Nominee, Fonokalafi Misi, for a 
term to expire on 06-30-2028 
 
Attention:​ Chair Henry Aquino, Vice Chair Chris Lee and Members of the Committee 
 
The University of Hawaii Professional Assembly (UHPA), the exclusive bargaining 
representative for all University of Hawai‘i faculty members across Hawai‘i’s statewide 
10-campus system, supports GM 529, to confirm the appointment of Fonokalaf Misi to the 
Hoisting Machine Operators Advisory Board. 
 
Mr. Misi served in the private sector as a certified crane operator, where he was responsible 
for performing regular inspections on crane equipment, cap equipment, and rigging.  As a 
business agent for the Operating Engineers Local 3, Mr. Misi ensures members are up to 
date on all required certifications and trainings, and are working in a safe environment. 
 
Mr. Misi’s extensive knowledge and experience in the profession of hoisting machine 
operations, safety standards, and the training and oversight of workers, makes him an ideal 
candidate for this Board.   
 
UHPA appreciates the opportunity to support the appointment of Fonokalafi Misi to the 
Hoisting Machine Operators Advisory Board.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 

  
Christian L. Fern 
Executive Director 
University of Hawaii Professional Assembly  
 

University of Hawaii 
Professional Assembly 

 
1017 Palm Drive ✦ Honolulu, Hawaii 96814-1928 

Telephone: (808) 593-2157 ✦ Facsimile: (808) 593-2160 
Website: www.uhpa.org 
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