
STAND. CON. REP. NO.

Honolulu, Hawaii

APR15 ,2025

RE: S.C.R. No. 12
S.D. 1
H.D. 1

Honorable Nadine K. Nakamura
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2025
State of Hawaii

Madame:

Your Committee on Culture & Arts, to which was referred
S.C.R. No. 12, S.D. 1, entitled:

“SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING INTERNATIONAL DARK
SKY WEEK,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to:

(1) Recognize International Dark Sky Week on April 21
through April 28, 2025; and

(2) Establish a task force convened by the Board of Land and
Natural Resources to study light pollution and dark
skies to ensure the preservation of dark skies
throughout the State.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Maunakea Observatories. Your Committee received comments
on this measure from the Department of Land and Natural Resources
and University of Hawai’i System.

Your Committee finds that eighty percent of the world’s
population, including many Hawaii residents, live under a dome of
light pollution, or excessive artificial lighting at night that
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disrupts natural darkness. Your Committee further finds that
artificial light pollution can negatively affect wildlife,
including seabirds and turtles, and disrupt astronomy, stargazing,
and cultural traditions. Your Committee believes that recognizing
International Dark Sky Week in the State will raise awareness for
the conservation of dark skies to protect wildlife, preserve
cultural heritage, and improve astronomical research and
appreciation for dark skies.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Requesting the University of Hawaii, rather than the
Board of Land and Natural Resources, to convene and
chair the Task Force; and

(2) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Culture & Arts that is attached to this report, your
Committee concurs with the intent and purpose of S.C.R. No. 12,
S.D. 1, as amended herein, and recommends its adoption in the form
attached hereto as S.C.R. No. 12, S.D. 1, H.D. 1.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Culture & Arts,

~P,hair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives

The Thirty-third Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Culture & Arts

HSC*2~il9

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:
.SLt2b ~-. SO~ c!$R

C The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: 0 Pass, unamended (as is) Pass, with amendments (HD) 0 Hold

C Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

CAA Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. KAPELA, Jeanne (C)

— — ~i
2. KONG, Sam Satoru (VC) I’
~

3. GARRETT, Andrew Takuya

~ -~

4. LEE, Mike /
~ ~
5. SAYAMA, Jackson D. /
~ ~
6. REYES ODA, Julie

TOTAL (6)

The recommendation is: Adopted LI Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature~_.,..~’’ ~

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


