STAND. COM. REP. NO. ‘\‘.@

Honolulu, Hawaii

; , 2025
MAR 2 1
RE: S.B. No. 825
S.D. 2
H.D. 2

Honorable Nadine K. Nakamura
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2025

State of Hawaii

Madame:

Your Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs, to which was
referred S.B. No. 825, S.D. 2, H.D. 1, entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO EVICTION MEDIATION,"
begs leave to report as follows:
The purpose of this measure is to:

(1) For a one-year pilot period beginning on February 5,
2026:

(A) Extend the required period for notice of
termination for failure to pay rent from five
business days to ten calendar days;

(B) Require landlords, or their agents, and tenants to
engage in mediation and require landlords or their
agents to delay filing an action for summary
possession if a tenant schedules mediation;

(C) Require landlords, or their agents, and tenants to
be responsible for their own attorneys' fees and
costs in prelitigation mediation, unless the tenant
defaults on a mediated agreement; and
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(D) Require landlords or their agents to provide
specific information in the ten-calendar-day notice
to tenants; and

(2) Appropriate funds for the Judiciary to contract for
mediation services.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Judiciary; Department of Human Services; Mediation Center
of the Pacific; Ku‘ikahi Mediation Center; Hawai‘i Children's
Action Network Speaks!; Mediation Centers of Hawaii; and five
individuals. Your Committee received testimony in opposition to
this measure from the Hawaii State Bar Association Collection Law
Section and one individual. Your Committee received comments on
this measure from the Hawai‘l Association of REALTORS.

Your Committee finds that many people in the State continue
to face challenges paying their rent due to the ever-increasing
costs of housing. In an effort to reduce evictions and facilitate
mediation, the Legislature enacted Act 57, Session Laws of Hawaii
2021 (Act 57), which modified notice requirements for residential
summary possession proceedings, mandated pre-filing mediation, and
made funding available for pre-filing mediation services and rent
relief through subsidies. Your Committee believes that Act 57 was
successful in avoiding evictions, thereby keeping pecple in homes
and ensuring landlords received their rent payments. Despite its
success, Act 57 ended on August 6, 2022. Your Committee believes
the success of Act 57 merits the continuation of a similar
eviction mediation program.

Your Committee has amended this measure by making technical,
nonsubstantive amendments for the purposes of clarity,
consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs that is attached to this
report, your Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of
S.B. No. 825, S.D. 2, H.D. 1, as amended herein, and recommends
that it be referred to your Committee on Finance in the form
attached heretoc as S.B. No. 825, S.D. 2, H.D. 2.
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Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Judiciary &
Hawaiian Affairs,

DAVID A. TARNAS, Chair



State of Hawaii
House of Representatives d
The Thirty-third Legislature ﬁ% / ’ 5

Record of Votes of the Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

(225 (D2 HO! CRC, HA, FIN 03[19(202.5

O The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.
Vi

The recommendation is to: [J Pass, unamended (as is) K Pass, with amendments (HD) O Hold
O  Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

JHA Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused
/

1. TARNAS, David A. (C)

2. POEPOE, Mahina (VC)

3. BELATTI, Della Au

4. COCHRAN, Elle

5. HASHEM, Mark J.

6. KAHALOA, Kirstin

7. PERRUSO, Amy A.

8. TAKAYAMA, Gregg

9. TODD, Chris

10. GARCIA, Diamond

11. SHIMIZU, Garner M.

TOTAL (11) (D 0 O /

The recommendation is: % Adopted O Not Adopted
fj

oint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair's or designee's signature: m‘ p %

[ 7
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Distribution: Original (White) — Committee ‘/ﬂuplicate (Yellow) — %f Clerk's Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO




