
STAND. COM. REP. NO.

Honolulu, Hawaii

MAR 21 ,2025

RE: S.B. No. 66
S.D. 2
H.D. 2

Honorable Nadine K. Nakamura
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2025
State of Hawaii

Madame:

Your Committee on Water & Land, to which was referred S.B.
No. 66, S.D. 2, H.D. 1, entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO HOUSING,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to:

(1) Require permits to be issued by applicable permitting
agencies within sixty days of a complete application
being filed for certain single—family and multi-family
housing projects if certain conditions are satisfied;
and

(2) Automatically deem a completed permit approved if the
applicable permitting agency has not approved the permit
within sixty days, except under certain circumstances.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Maui Chamber of Commerce; Hawai’i Association of REALTORS;
Hawaii Food Industry Association; Hawaii YIMBY; Grassroot
Institute of Hawaii; RMA Sales; Pacific Resource Partnership; and
one individual. Your Committee received testimony in opposition
to this measure from the Department of Planning and Permitting of
the City and County of Honolulu; Department of Public Works of the
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County of Hawai’i; and Lahaina Strong. Your Committee received
comments on this measure from the Department of Land and Natural
Resources; Office of Hawaiian Affairs; and Hawaii Iron Workers
Stabilization Fund.

Your Committee finds that Hawaii’s ongoing housing shortage
requires immediate action, as a key barrier to meeting the State’s
housing demand is the prolonged building permit approval process,
which significantly delays development, increases costs, and
discourages investment in new housing projects. Unlike other
jurisdictions where compliance is verified during inspections,
Hawaii’s extensive pre—construction review process adds
unnecessary bottlenecks, hindering efforts to expand residential
infrastructure. To address this issue, this measure mandates the
issuance of building permits within sixty days for certain single-
family and multi-family projects that meet established criteria,
ensuring a more efficient permitting process while maintaining
compliance with zoning and infrastructure standards.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Clarifying that a complete application contains a full
and complete plan and inserting a definition for “full
and complete plans”;

(2) Allowing the sixty—day review period to be paused if the
county deems the application is not complete or requires
additional information from the applicant, or if the
applicant is revising the applicant’s submitted plans
based on recommendations from the applicable planning
agency;

(3) Requiring that a permit be deemed approved if the
applicant submits full and complete plans and agrees to
all recommendations from the applicable planning agency;

(4) Clarifying when an application shall not be deemed
approved if no approval has been granted within sixty
days after the application was filed;

(5) Inserting a sunset date of June 30, 2030;

(6) Changing the effective date to July 1, 3000, to
encourage further discussion; and
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(7) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Water & Land that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of S.B. No. 66,
S.D. 2, H.D. 1, as amended herein, and recommends that it be
referred to your Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs in the
form attached hereto as S.B. No. 66, S.D. 2, H.D. 2.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Water & Land,

MARK J. SH M, Chair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives )j5(p 114 ‘6S

The Thirty-third Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Water & Land

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

eg ~ stri ~4P1 ~3 / ‘2—C / ~2-S~
C The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: ~ Pass, unamended (as is) ~‘~Pass, with amendments (HD) 0 Hold

0 Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

WAL Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. HASHEM, Mark J. (C)

2. LAMOSAO, Rachele F. (VC)

3. BELATTI, Della Au

~
4. ICHIYAMA, Linda

-~

5. IWAMOTO, Kim Coco

6. MORIKAWA, Dee

7. POEPOE, Mahina

8. WOODSON, Justin H.
-~

9. SHIMIZU, Garner M.

~
10. SOUZA, Kanani

TOTAL (10) .—1
The recommendation is: ~~~pted ~l Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acron rn(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:

Distribution: Original (White) — Commi~t e Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO
V


