
STAND. CON. REP. NO.

Honolulu, Hawaii

MAR20 , 2025

RE: S.B. No. 1602
S.D. 1
H.D. 1

Honorable Nadine K. Nakamura
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty—Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2025
State of Hawaii

Madame:

Your Committees on Energy & Environmental Protection and
Water & Land, to which was referred S.B. No. 1602, S.D. 1,
entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO THE KEAUHOU AQUIFER SYSTEM,”

beg leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to:

(1) Establish the Keauhou Aquifer System Monitoring Pilot
Program; and

(2) Appropriate funds to the Department of Land and Natural
Resources to install two monitoring wells in the Keauhou
Aquifer System.

Your Committees received testimony in support of this measure
from the Department of Land and Natural Resources; Hawaii Housing
Finance and Development Corporation; Natural Energy Laboratory of
Hawaii Authority; Kona Community Development Plan Action
Committee; Kona—Kohala Chamber of Commerce; Chamber of Commerce of
Hawaii; and two individuals.

Your Committees find that the Keauhou Aquifer System, a vital
water source that sustains local communities, faces issues related
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to increased water demand and overuse. Your Committees further
find that these issues necessitate further monitoring of the
Keauhou Aquifer System and additional testing to ensure safe water
quality.

Your Committees have amended this measure by:

(1) Amending the Keauhou Aquifer System Monitoring Pilot
Project by:

(A) Clarifying that the Commission on Water Resource
Management may work with other agencies;

(B) Clarifying that the Commission will conduct water
salinity tests and include water salinity analysis
in reports to the Legislature;

(C) Adding additional responsibilities related to
monitoring, public outreach, and planning; and

(D) Requiring the Department of Land and Natural
Resources to determine whether to continue, expand,
or end the Keauhou Aquifer System Monitoring Pilot
Project based on its assessment of the Pilot
Project;

(2) Adding an appropriation of an unspecified sum for the
Keauhou Aquifer System Monitoring Pilot Project;

(3) Changing the appropriation for the installation of two
monitoring wells to be for only fiscal year 2025-2026;

(4) Changing the effective date to July 1, 3000, to
encourage further discussion; and

(5) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

Your Committees respectfully request your Committee on
Finance, should it deliberate on this measure, to consider the
appropriation amounts of:

(1) $200,000 for the Keauhou Aquifer System Monitoring Pilot
Project; and
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(2) $4,000,000 for the installation of two monitoring wells
in the Keauhou Aquifer System.

As affirmed by the records of votes of the members of your
Committees on Energy & Environmental Protection and Water & Land
that are attached to this report, your Committees are in accord
with the intent and purpose of S.B. No. 1602, S.D. 1, as amended
herein, and recommend that it pass Second Reading in the form
attached hereto as S.B. No. 1602, S.D. 1, H.D. 1, and be referred
to your Committee on Finance.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committees on Energy &
Environmental Protection and
Water & Land,

MARK J. HAS , Chair NICOLE E. LOWEN, Chair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives

The Thirty-third Legislature ~ f~
Record of Votes of the Committee on Energy & Environmental Protection

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral:

~~so2 ~1. P P~~_ ii~~.1
D The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: 0 Pass, unamended (as is) Pass, with amendments (HD) C Hold

0 Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

EEP Members

1. LOWEN, Nicole E. (C)

2. PERRUSO, Amy A. (VC)

3. KAHALOA, Kirstin

4. KUSCH, Matthias

5. QUINLAN, Sean

6. WARD, Gene

TOTAL (6)

The recommendation is:

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:

Distribution: Original (White) Committee

Date:

Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

Adopted
If joint referral,

Not Adopted

did not support recommendation.
ommittee acronym(s)

Duplicate (Yellow) Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO
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House of Representatives
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Record of Votes of the Committee on Water & Land

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

~Q~U~oO2~ StL ~P/W~L~,I~Iil
0 The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: C Pass, unamended (as is) ~~Pass, with amendments (HD) 0 Hold

0 Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

WAL Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. HASHEM, Mark J. (C) “F

2. LAMOSAO, RacheleF. (VC)

L~
3. BELATTI, Della Au

~
4. ICHIYAMA, Linda

~
5. IWAMOTO, Kim Coco

~ -~- ~

6. MORIKAWA, Dee
~

7. POEPOE, Mahina

~ -

8. WOODSON, Justin H.

w•~—~
9. SHIMIZU, Garner M.

~
10. SOUZA, Kanani

TOTAL (10)

The recommendation is: ~~lopted ~l Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — hief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


