
STAND. CON. REP. NO.

Honolulu, Hawaii

MAR18 , 2025

RE: S.B. No. 1522
H.D. 1

Honorable Nadine K. Nakamura
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2025
State of Hawaii

Madame:

Your Committee on Transportation, to which was referred S.B.
No. 1522 entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO VEHICLE TITLE TRANSFERS,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to clarify that a transferor
shall not be liable for any violation resulting from the operation
of a transferred vehicle if the transferor complies with certain
provisions relating to the transfer.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Department of Customer Services of the City and County of
Honolulu; National Kidney Foundation of Hawaii; Pacific Auto
Action; and one individual.

Your Committee finds that when a vehicle is transferred, the
transfer is not considered complete until the county receives a
certificate of ownership documenting the transfer. This creates
an issue when the buyer of a vehicle fails to submit the required
documentation and the vehicle remains legally registered to the
previous owner. As a result, the previous owner may be liable for
things like parking tickets or certain infractions even though
they are no longer in possession of the vehicle.
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Your Committee further finds that H.B. No. 532, H.D. 1
(Regular Session of 2025), a substantially similar measure, was
previously passed by your Committee.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Deleting its contents and inserting the contents of H.B.
No. 532, H.D. 1, a substantially similar measure that:

(A) Clarifies that proof that a transferor has filed
required notice forms serves as a complete defense
to any action brought against the transferor for an
act or omission, civil or criminal, arising out of
the use, operation, or abandonment of the vehicle
by another person;

(B) Requires, by July 1, 2026, the courts to create new
forms permitting transferors to respond to actions
arising out of the use, operation, or abandonment
of transferred vehicles; and

(C) Contains an effective date of July 1, 3000, to
encourage further discussion; and

(2) Changing the date when the courts are required to create
new forms for transferors to respond to actions to
December 31, 2025.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Transportation that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of S.B. No.
1522, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass Second
Reading in the form attached hereto as S.B. No. 1522, H.D. 1, and
be referred to your Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs.
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Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Transportation,

DARIUS KILA, Chair



State of Hawaii
House of Representatives

The Thirty-third Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Transportation

TOTAL (9) (e 3
The recommendation is: Adopted U Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Dup ~cate (Yellow) — Chief Clerks Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO

H$C$ ~2r(

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

S~}~ I~1JL TPN)J~-~/k
D The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: 0 Pass, unamended (as is) 13” Pass, with amendments (HD) C Hold

0 Pass short form bill with RD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

TRN Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. KILA, Darius K. (C)
—

2. GRANDINETTI, Tina Nakada (VC)

-~

3. COCHRAN, Elle

~

4. EVSLIN, Luke A. ‘I

5. KITAGAWA, Lisa

~
6. LA CHICA, Trish

~

7. MIYAKE, Tyson K.

8. MURAOKA, Christopher L.

9. P1ERICK, Elijah


