
STAND. CON. REP. NO.

Honolulu, Hawaii

MAR18 , 2025

RE: SB. No. 1502
S.D. 1
H.D. 1

Honorable Nadine K. Nakamura
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2025
State of Hawaii

Madame:

Your Committee on Higher Education, to which was referred
S.B. No. 1502, S.D. 1, entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO THE UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to appropriate funds to the
University of Hawaii to hire faculty at the College of Social
Sciences at the University of Hawaii at Manoa and the Business
Administration Program at the University of Hawaii—West Oahu’s
campus for workforce development in the State’s defense sector.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the University of Hawai’i System; Hawaii Military Affairs
Council; Chamber of Commerce Hawaii; Hawai’i Island Chamber of
Commerce; and two individuals. Your Committee received testimony
in opposition to this measure from one individual.

Your Committee finds that the State offers a unique
opportunity for job growth and economic development, especially in
the defense sector, through its important geographic location.
During fiscal year 2022, the State received almost $9,000,000,000
in defense spending. Additionally, from fiscal years 2018 to
2022, defense—related jobs increased by about ten thousand. Many
of these jobs are in the areas of information technology,
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cybersecurity, intelligence, and data science, providing
good-paying jobs for the State’s local economy. Your Committee
further finds that providing funds to the College of Social
Sciences at the University of Hawaii at Manoa and the Business
Administration Program at the University of Hawaii-West Oahu
campus to hire additional faculty positions will help the State
meet the growing demand for jobs in the defense sector.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Changing the number of positions to be funded to an
unspecified number;

(2) Changing the effective date to July 1, 3000, to
encourage further discussion; and

(3) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

Your Committee respectfully requests your Committee on
Finance, should it deliberate on this measure, to consider
appropriating funds for the following:

(1) The establishment of:

(A) Two full-time equivalent (2.0 FTE) assistant
professors in international economics, trade, and
security;

(B) One full—time equivalent (1.0 FTE) professor of
practice in intelligence studies;

(C) One full-time equivalent (1.0 FTE) educational
specialist; and

(D) One half—time equivalent (0.5 FTE) graduate
research assistant,

in the College of Social Sciences at the University of
Hawaii at Manoa for workforce development in the defense
sector of the State’s economy; and

(2) The establishment of:
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(A) One half-time equivalent (0.5 FTE) faculty for the
Director of the Cybersecurity Coordination Center;
and

(B) One half-time equivalent (0.5 ETE) faculty for the
Director of the Cybersecurity Research Laboratory,

for the business administration program at the
University of Hawaii—West Oahu campus for workforce
development in the defense sector of the State’s
economy.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Higher Education that is attached to this report,
your Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of S.B.
No. 1502, S.D. 1, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass
Second Reading in the form attached hereto as S.B. No. 1502, S.D.
1, H.D. 1, and be referred to your Committee on Finance.
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Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Higher Education,

ANDREW IGARRETT, Chair



State of Hawaii

House of Representatives

The Thirty-third Legislature ~iz3≤
Record of Votes of the Committee on Higher Education

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

S~i~o~ 5b~ f4~O~F~-) p3.I’4.Zb2$
0 The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: 0 Pass, unamended (as is) Wpass, with amendments (HD) 0 Hold

C Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

HED Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. GARRETT, Andrew Takuya (C)

~____

2. AMATO, Terez (VC) V

3. EVSLIN, Luke A. V

4. KAPELA, Jeanne V
~

5. KILA, Darius K. V

6. LA CHICA, Trish

7. OLDS, Ikaika

8. SAYAMA, Jackson D.

~

9.WOODSON, Justin H.

10. MURAOKA, Christopher L. V

11. SOUZA, Kanani

TOTAL (11) (~:3
The recommendation is: ~‘ Adopted LI Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committe acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee ~plicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


