
STAND. COM. REP. NO.

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB 1 2 2025
RE: S.B. No. 1443

S . D. 1

Honorable Ronald D. Kouchi
President of the Senate
Thirty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2025
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Health and Human Services, to which was 
referred S.B. No. 1443 entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH,"

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose and intent of this measure is to:

(1) Establish maximum rates of payment for medical care for 
patients of the Hawaii State Hospital or of another 
psychiatric facility who are under the custody of the 
Director of Health;

(2) Authorize the Department of Health to establish long
term care payment rates for patients discharged to a 
long-term care facility from the Hawaii State Hospital 
or another psychiatric facility where they were under 
the custody of the Director of Health; and

(3) Exempt the Department of Health from chapter 103F, 
Hawaii Revised Statutes, that governs the procurement of 
health and human services, for the procurement of 
medical care and long-term care for patients who are or 
were under the custody of the Director of Health at the 
Hawaii State Hospital or a psychiatric facility.
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Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure 
from the Department of Health.

Your Committee finds that the Hawaii State Hospital has a 
number of patients that are psychiatrically stable, legally 
cleared for hospital discharge, and have long-term care needs that 
are more appropriate for community-based residential care than in
patient psychiatric hospitalization. Your Committee further finds 
that no long-term care provider has agreed to accept these 
patients at Medicaid rates, resulting in the Hawaii State Hospital 
becoming the State's default long-term care facility. This 
measure addresses the financial obstacles relating to payment 
rates for patients of or discharged from the Hawaii State Hospital 
to help patients at the Hawaii State Hospital be cared for in the 
most appropriate setting.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Inserting an effective date of December 31, 2050, to 
encourage further discussion; and

(2) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the 
purposes of clarity and consistency.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your 
Committee on Health and Human Services that is attached to this 
report, your Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of 
S.B. No. 1443, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass 
Second Reading in the form attached hereto as S.B. No. 1443, 
S.D. 1, and be referred to your Committee on Ways and Means.

Respectfully submitted on 
behalf of the members of the 
Committee on Health and Human 
Services,
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The Senate 
Thirty-Third Legislature 

State of Hawai‘i

Record of Votes 
Committee on Health and Human Services 

HHS

Bill / Resolution No.:*

S8 W4-5
Committee Referral: Date:

__ The Committee is reconsidering its previous decision on this measure.

If so, then the previous decision was to: ___________________________________

The Recommendation is:

__ Pass, unamended Pass, with amendments __ Hold __ Recommit
2312 2311 2310 2313

Members Aye Aye (WR) Nay Excused
SAN BUENAVENTURA, Joy A. (C)
AQUINO. Henry J.C. (VC)
HASHIMOTO, Troy N.
KEOHOKALOLE, Jarrett
FEVELLA, Kurt

TOTAL
Recommendation: ✓ '

[3 Adopted □ Not Adopted

Chair’s or Designee’s Signature:^ _^,„-^-^^^^:^ /

Distribution: Original Yellow Pink Goldenrod
File with Committee Report Clerk's Office Drafting Agency Committee File Copy

*Only one measure per Record of Votes

Revised: 12/09/24


