
STAND. COM. REP. NO.

Honolulu, Hawaii
2025

RE: H.B. No. 322
H.D. 1

Honorable Nadine K. Nakamura
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty—Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2025
State of Hawaii

Madame:

Your Committee on Human Services & Homelessness, to which was
referred H.B. No. 322 entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO VOTER REGISTRATION,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to:

(1) Require the Department of Human Services to
automatically transmit voter registration information
for any Med-Quest applicant;

(2) Authorize state agencies to implement automatic voter
registration if designated by the Office of Elections;
and

(3) Require eligible applicants for instruction permits,
provisional licenses, driver’s licenses, and
identification cards to be automatically registered or
preregistered to vote unless the applicants opt out.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Hawai’i State Council on Developmental Disabilities;
League of Women Voters of Hawaii; Hawai’i Alliance for Progressive
Action; Democratic Party of Hawai’i Education Caucus; and numerous
individuals. Your Committee received testimony in opposition to
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this measure from two individuals. Your Committee received
comments on this measure from the Department of Human Services and
Office of Elections.

Your Committee finds that ensuring every eligible person can
register to vote in a convenient and secure manner is essential to
a strong democracy. While Hawaii implemented automatic voter
registration in 2021 to address historically low voter
participation rates, the current opt—in system still places the
burden on individuals to register, limiting its effectiveness.
Therefore, this measure strengthens the State’s automatic voter
registration program, making the process more seamless and
accessible for all eligible residents.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Deleting language that would have required the
Department of Human Services to automatically transmit
voter registration information for any Med-Quest
applicant;

(2) Changing the effective date to July 1, 3000, to
encourage further discussion; and

(3) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Human Services & Homelessness that is attached to
this report, your Committee is in accord with the intent and
purpose of H.B. No. 322, as amended herein, and recommends that it
pass Second Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 322,
H.D. 1, and be referred to your Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian
Affairs.
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Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Human Services &
Homelessness,

TEN, Chair



State of Hawaii

House of Representatives

The Thirty-third Legislature 1~4 3C4?. 6 3
Record of Votes of the Committee on Human Services & Homelessness

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

~

D The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: ~ Pass, unamended (as is) • Pass, with amendments (HD) a Hold

D Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

HSH Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. MARTEN, Lisa (C)

2. OLDS, Ikaika (VC)

~

3. AMATO, Terez X

4. CHUN, Cory M.

—
5. KEOHOKAPU-LEE LOY, Sue L.

~

6. TAKAYAMA, Gregg

7. TAKENOUCHI, Jenna X
~

8. ALCOS III, David
-~

9. GARCIA, Diamond

TOTAL (9) 7 ‘2.-
The recommendation is: ~ Adopted ~ Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerks Office Duplicate (Pink) — HIVISO


