STAND. COM. REP. NO.® l‘! 1

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB 14

RE: H.B. No. 1234
H.D. 1

, 2025

Honorable Nadine K. Nakamura
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2025

State of Hawaii

Madame:

Your Committee on Education, to which was referred H.B. No.
1234 entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO WATER SAFETY,"
begs leave to report as follows:
The purpose of this measure is to:

(1) Require the Department of Education to establish a
standards-based Water Safety Education Pilot Program;
and

(2) Appropriate funds for the establishment of the
standards-based Water Safety Education Pilot Program.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Department of Parks and Recreation of the County of
Hawai‘i; Waikiki Neighborhood Board; Keiki Injury Prevention
Coalition; Hawaiian Lifeguard Association; Hawaii Water Safety
Coalition; Outrigger Duke Kahanamoku Foundation; Alex & Duke De
Rego Foundation; and nine individuals. Your Committee received
testimony in support of the intent of this measure from the
Department of Education.

Your Committee finds that drowning is the leading cause of
death for children aged one to fifteen in Hawaii and
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disproportionately affects the cause of death for individuals
under the age of twenty-five. This preventable tragedy represents
a significant public health concern and underscores the urgent
need for action to address water safety in the State.

Your Committee further finds that evidence-based approaches
demonstrate that drowning is preventable. This measure
establishes a standards-based Water Safety Education Pilot Program
within the Department of Education as a first step to expanding
access to swimming lessons and water safety education that will
protect Hawaii's youth and reduce drowning incidents statewide.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:
(1) Changing the effective date to July 1, 3000; and

(2) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Education that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B. No.
1234, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass Second
Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 1234, H.D. 1, and
be referred to your Committee on Finance.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Education,

JugTN H.I'WOODSON, Chair

2025-1924 HB1234 HD1 HSCR HMSO

KA T



State of Hawaii -
House of Representatives wz 73 7
The Thirty-third Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Education

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date;
WA LEH EON) AN L[ % I =
O The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

P

The recommendation is to: [] Pass, unamended (as is) mss, with amendments (HD) 0O Hold
O  Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

EDN Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. WOODSON, Justin H. (C) c

2. LA CHICA, Trish (VO)

11 SOUZA Kananl

TOTAL() -~ 0 \

The recommendation is: D/Adopted O Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair's or designee's signature: 7 \M% (;QM L W

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk's Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO




