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THE SENATE
THIRTY-SECOND LEGISLATURE, 2023 S . B . N O . q o

STATE OF HAWAII
JAN 18 2023

A BILL FOR AN ACT

RELATING TO WATER USE PERMITS.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HAWAII:

SECTION 1. The legislature finds that the current process
to issue water user permits across the State is bifurcated
between the board of land and natural resources and the
commission on water resource management. Presently, the
commission on water resource management is the primary agency
responsible for the approval and issuance of water use permits.
The legislature further finds that the current licensing system
does not issue permits in a timely manner. Additionally,
anticipated revenue from water use permits are seldom collected,
as water use permits are not regularly issued.

Accordingly, the purpose of this Act is to:

(1) Repeal section 171-58, Hawaii Revised Statutes, to
eliminate the board of land and natural resources'
power to issue water permits; and

(2) Establish positions within the commission on water

resource management to effectuate this Act.
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SECTION 2. Section 171-58,

repealed.
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SECTION 3. There is appropriated out of the general

revenues of the State of Hawaii the sum of $ or so
much thereof as may be necessary for fiscal year 2023-2024 and
the same sum or so much thereof as may be necessary for fiscal
year 2024-2025 for full-time equivalent ( FTE) positions
within the commission on water resource management for the
purposes of this Act.

The sums appropriated shall be expended by the department

of land and natural resources for the purposes of this Act.
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SECTION 4. Statutory material to be repealed is bracketed
and stricken.

SECTION 5. This Act shall take effect on July 1, 2023.
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S.B. NO. 90

Report Title:
Water Use Permits; Board of Land and Natural Resources;
Establish Positions; Repeal; Appropriation

Description:

Repeals section 171-58, Hawailii Revised Statutes to eliminate the
Board of Land and Natural Resources' power to issue water use
permits. Establishes positions within the Commission on Water
Resource Management. Appropriates funds.

The summary description of legislation appearing on this page is for informational purposes only and is
not legislation or evidence of legislative intent.
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