STAND. COM. REP. NO. 217;

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB 1 9 202
RE: S.B. No. 2236
S.D. 2

Honorable Ronald D. Kouchi
President of the Senate
Thirty-Second State Legislature
Regular Session of 2024

State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Judiciary, to which was referred S.B.
No. 2236, S.D. 1, entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATED TO LAW ENFORCEMENT, "
begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose and intent of this measure is to require law
enforcement to post notice that a warranted or warrantless search
has been conducted on a property if a resident was not present at
the time of the search.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the ACLU of Hawai‘i and Godwits Mercy Inc.

Your Committee received testimony in opposition to this
measure from twenty-five individuals.

Your Committee finds that the Fourth Amendment of the United
States Constitution grants the constitutional right to live free
of unreasonable searches and seizures. Similarly, the Hawaii
State Constitution affords individuals the right to be free from
unreasonable searches and seizures and explicitly protects the
right to privacy. Your Committee believes that, given the highly
intrusive nature of searches in houses, stores, and buildings, at
minimum, law enforcement should be required to post a notice that
a search has occurred, and to secure the premises to prevent
trespass, theft, and further invasions of privacy. This measure
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will support constitutional rights, provide further transparency
into government operations, and build trust between law
enforcement and the community.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Requiring that an officer always post notice of a
warranted or warrantless search upon completion of the
search, instead of only when a resident is absent at the
time of the search;

(2) Clarifying that an officer is required to include the
office contact number for at least one of the officers
involved in the search rather than callback numbers in
the notice of a search; and

(3) Clarifying that an officer is required to secure any
entrance used by the officer upon completion of a
warranted or warrantless search.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Judiciary that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of S.B.

No. 2236, S.D. 1, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass
Third Reading in the form attached hereto as S.B. No. 2236,
S.D. 2.

Respectfully submitted on

behalf of the members of the
Committee on Judiciary,

)ol L

KARL RHOADS, Chair
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The Senate
Thirty-Second Legislature
State of Hawai‘i

Record of Votes
Committee on Judiciary

JDC
Bill / Resolution No.:* Committee Referral: Date:
SB 222l &0\ PSM, 40U 02.[lv|2y

|:] The Committee is reconsidering its previous decision on this measure.

If so, then the previous decision was to:

The Recommendation is:
[ ] Pass, unamended E/Pass, with amendments | | Hold [ ] Recommit

2312 2311 2310 2313
Members Aye Aye (WR) Nay Excused

RHOADS, Karl (C) v’
GABBARD, Mike (VC) v
ELEFANTE, Brandon J.C. v~
SAN BUENAVENTURA, Joy A. v
AWA, Brenton v_

TOTAL 5 @ / /
Recommendation:

Mopted D Not Adopted

Chair’s or Designee’s Signa%@\
Distribution: Original Yelow Pink Goldenrod

File with Committee Report Clerk's Office Drafting Agency Committee File Copy

*Only one measure per Record of Votes

Revised: 12/27/23



