STAND. COM. REP. NO. ‘m -24

Honolulu, Hawaii
FEB 0 8- 202

RE: H.B. No. 2728
H.D. 1

Honorable Scott K. Saiki

Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Second State Legislature
Regular Session of 2024

State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Health & Homelessness, to which was
referred H.B. No. 2728 entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO HEALTHCARE,"
begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to establish the Hui Hoomana
Task Force to identify actionable priorities and financial
resources to offer the State's residents universal access to
affordable, high-quality health care and health insurance.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Department of Human Services; Department of Commerce and
Consumer Affairs; State Health Planning and Development Agency;
Executive Office on Aging; University of Hawai‘i at Manoa John A.
Burns School of Medicine; State Council on Developmental
Disabilities; Hawai‘i County Subarea Health Planning Council; The
Queen's Health System; Stonewall Caucus of the Democratic Party of
Hawai‘i; Hawai‘i Primary Care Association; Hawaii Medical
Association; Rainbow Family 808; and nine individuals. Your
Committee received comments on this measure from the Hawai‘i State
Center for Nursing; Healthcare Association of Hawaii; Hawai‘i
Pacific Health; and Kaiser Permanente Hawai‘i.

Your Committee finds that the State's residents deserve

universal and equitable access to affordable, high-quality health
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care. However, in 2024, approximately 80,000 Hawaii residents are
uninsured. Your Committee further finds that many of Hawaii's
residents face numerous barriers to accessing health care and
health insurance, including high insurance costs for individuals
and employers, confusing regulatory and administrative
requirements, lower provider reimbursement rates, and growing
stress on the health care work force. Your Committee believes
that the establishment of the Hui Hoomana Task Force will be an
effective mechanism to outline processes and procedures that would
move the State in the direction of universal access to equitable
and affordable high quality health care.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Extending the date for the submission of the final
report of the Hui Hoomana Task Force to the Legislature
to no later than twenty days prior to the convening of
the Regular Session of 2026;

(2) Delaying the expiration of the Hui Hoomana Task Force to
July 1, 2026;

(3) Changing the effective date to July 1, 3000, to
encourage further discussion; and

(4) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

Your Committee respectfully requests for the State Health
Planning and Development Agency to provide further information to
your Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce, should it
deliberate on this measure, regarding the application with
MedQUEST for the large federal grant that is due in March 2024.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Health & Homelessness that is attached to this
report, your Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of
H.B. No. 2728, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass
Second Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 2728, H.D.
1, and be referred to your Committee on Consumer Protection &
Commerce.
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Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Health &
Homelessness,

Atta & sty

DELLA AU BELATTI, Chair




State of Hawaii
House of Representatives
The Thirty-second Legislature W ” /s' 7 - y

Record of Votes of the Committee on Health & Homelessness

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

PR HLT,CPC RV 312y

O The commiitee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendationis to: [J Pass, unamended (as is) F/ Pass, with amendments (HD) [ Hold
O  Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

HLT Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. BELATTIL Della Au(C) ] / |

7. NISHIMOTO,ScottY. |,/ | [ [

8. GARCIA, Diamond

TOTAL (8 ' \
® X
The recommendation is: %Adopted O Not Adopted
If joint referral, did not support recommendation.

committee acronynus)

-
Vice Chair's or designee's signature:
/ —— e

Distribution: Original (White) — Comynit, Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk's Office Duplicate (Pink) - HMSO




