STAND. COM. REP. NO. %—24

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB 12
RE:  H.B. No. 2577
H.D. 1

, 2024

Honorable Scott K. Saiki

Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Second State Legislature
Regular Session of 2024

State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Education, to which was referred H.B. No.
2577 entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION,"
begs leave to report as follows:
The purpose of this measure is to:

(1} Authorize the Department of Health to require the
Department of Education to report on COVID-19 potential
outbreaks or other public health emergencies and other
related information in a manner most appropriate to
public health and safety, as determined by the
Department of Health; and

(2) Repeal the requirement that the report be published on a
weekly basis on the Department of Education's website.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Department of Education and Department of Health. Your
Committee received comments on this measure from the Department of
the Attorney General.

Your Committee finds that the COVID-19 pandemic affected the
operations of schools and required the establishment of additional
processes and procedures to ensure the safety of children and
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prevent them from getting or spreading COVID-19. Your Committee
further finds that pursuant to Act 4, Special Session Laws of
Hawaii 2021, the Department of Education is required to publish a
report weekly on schools that have a student, staff member, or
affiliated individual who has tested positive for COVID-19.

Your Committee notes that the Department of Education no
longer routinely conducts COVID-19 testing on school campuses and
instead uses data reported to schools by parents and legal
guardians of students, making the weekly COVID-19 report an
administrative burden with minimal impact. Your Committee
believes that giving the Department of Health discretion in
requiring the Department of Education to report on COVID-19
potential outbreaks and other public health emergencies will
ensure that Hawailili can respond to health emergencies in schools
while reducing the Department of Education's administrative
workload.

Your Committee has amended this measure by changing the
effective date to July 1, 3000.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Education that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B. No.
2577, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass Second
Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 2577, H.D. 1, and
be referred to your Committee on Finance.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Education,

H.JJWOODSON, Chair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives

The Thirty-second Legislature ,-\SC‘E 2.“(5 g

Record of Votes of the Committee on Education

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:
Wo 2617 EN) AN Z|l[1y

O The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.
s

The recommendation is to: [J Pass, unamended (as is) Ass, with amendments (HD) [ Hold
O Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

EDN Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. WOODSON, Justin H. (C)

D S Nl N N

11. GARCIA, Diamond

TOTAL (11 9 l ,
am
¥ v \
The recommendation is: Q'{dopted Q Not Adopted
If joint referral, did not support recommendation.

committee acronym(s)

} N
Vice Chair's or designee's signature: /lh"M Q lv[/b (;W M /

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee ) Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO




