STAND. COM. REP. NO. %l -24

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB 15 . 2024

RE: H.B. No. 2556 .
H.D. 1

Honorable Scott K. Saiki

Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Second State Legislature
Regular Session of 2024

State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Health & Homelessness, to which was
referred H.B. No. 2556 entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO THE HAWAII ABLE SAVINGS
PROGRAM, "

begs leave to report as follows:
The purpose of this measure is to:

(1) Amend the sources of funding for the Hawaii ABLE Savings
Program trust fund;

(2) Amend the authorized uses of monies in the trust fund,
including providing incentive payments to Hawaii public
school ABLE savings account owners;

(3) Appropriate funds to the Department of Budget and
Finance to fund the incentive payments; and

(4) Appropriate funds to the Department of Health to

: establish one position within the State Council on
Developmental Disabilities to support the Hawaii ABLE
Savings Program.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Department of Budget and Finance; Executive Office on
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Aging; State Council on Developmental Disabilities; Disability and
Communication Access Board; Hawaii Disability Rights Center; Work
Now Hawaii; and two individuals.

Your Committee finds that the Hawaii ABLE Savings Program is
a program that allows individuals with disabilities to have the
same types of flexible savings accounts as individuals without
disabilities. Through these accounts, individuals with
disabilities can accrue funds to pay for a variety of expenses,
such as medical and dental care, education, community-based
supports, employment training, assistive technology, housing, and
transportation. Your Committee further finds that approximately
twenty-three thousand individuals with developmental disabilities
are eligible to open an ABLE Savings Program account and an
additional twenty thousand individuals with other disabilities who
are eligible for an ABLE Savings Program account. This measure is
intended to provide funding and resources to grow the use of ABLE
accounts in the State, which will allow more of the State's
disabled residents to have access to resources of their own.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Changing the effective date to July 1, 3000, to
encourage further discussion; and

(2) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Health & Homelessness that is attached to this
report, your Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of
H.B. No. 2556, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass
Second Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 2556, H.D.
1, and be referred to your Committee on Finance.
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Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Health &
Homelessness,

e, G ISt

DELLA AU BELATTI, Chair




State of Hawaii
House of Representatives u m 4‘07 v 14
The Thirty-second Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Health & Homelessness

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:
HR3556 HLT, FIN 24|24

O The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendationisto: [J Pass, unamended (as is) Pass, with amendments (HD) O Hold
O  Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

HLT Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1.

BELATTI, Della Au (C) yd

7. NISHIMOTO, Scot Y. I D R

8. GARCIA, Diamond

TOTAL (8) y @
The recommendation is: )Z( Adopted 8 Not Adopted
If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
Vice Chair's or designee's signatu@\'\/-\/'\
Distribution: Original (White) — Committe Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk's Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO
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