STAND. COM. REP. NO.“‘ -24

Honolulu, Hawaii

MAR 01 , 2024

RE: H.B. No. 2359
H.D. 2

Honorable Scott K. Saiki

Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Second State Legislature
Regular Session of 2024

State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Finance, to which was referred H.B. No.
2359, H.D. 2, entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO THE HAWAII BROADBAND AND
DIGITAL EQUITY OFFICE,"

begs leave to report as follows:
The purpose of this measure is to:

(1) Identify and address any remaining obstacles to digital
equity in all areas of the State; and

(2) Establish the Digital Equity Grant Program to award
grants and create an environment in which all
individuals and communities in the State have the
information technology capacity needed for full
participation in society, democracy, and the economy.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Office of Hawaiian Affairs; Department of Commerce and
Consumer Affairs; Department of Business, Economic Development,
and Tourism; Disability and Communication Access Board; AARP
Hawai‘i; Hawai‘i Primary Care Association; Broadband Hui; Chamber
of Commerce Hawaii; and Maui Chamber of Commerce. Your Committee
received comments on this measure from the Kapolei Chamber of
Commerce.
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As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Finance that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B. No.
2359, H.D. 2, and recommends that it pass Third Reading.

Respectfully submitted on

behalf of the members of the
Committee on Finance,

AL

KYLE T. YAMASHITA, Chair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives

The Thirty-second Legislature W‘ w/-' p 2 /

Record of Votes of the Committee on Finance

Bill/Resolution No.: \_gommittee Referral: Date:
WH2HoA WO X, (P, E\N oz\zh\ro2Yy

O The committee is reconsidering its prev1ous decision on the measure.

The recommendatlon is to: {Pass unamended (as is) O Pass, with amendments (HD) O Hold
O  Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

FIN Members Ayes (WR) Excused

2. KITAGAWA, Lisa (VC) ____
4 CHUN Cory M. ___
6._GARRETT, Andrew Takuya -'m———

16 WARD Gene

TOTAL (16 J
16 (2 Y, 0O L+
The recommendation is: : \E(Adopted O Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.

committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair's or designee's signature: M// WW_/

L)
Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk's Office Duplicate (Pink) - HMSO




