STAND. COM. REP. NO. %‘ -24

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB 29 , 2024

RE: H.B. No. 2342
H.D. 1

Honorable Scott K. Saiki

Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Second State Legislature
Regular Session of 2024

State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs, to which was
referred H.B. No. 2342 entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO WEAPONS,"
begs leave to report as follows:
The purpose of this measure is to:

(1) Prohibit carrying or using a firearm in the commission
of a separate misdemeanor offense; and

(2) Amend and clarify prohibitions regarding deadly or
dangerous weapons, switchblade knives, and butterfly
knives.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Department of the Attorney General; Honolulu Police
Department; Department of the Prosecuting Attorney of the City and
County of Honolulu; and one individual. Your Committee received
testimony in opposition to this measure from the Office of the
Public Defender; National Rifle Association in Hawaii; and
numerous individuals. Your Committee received comments on this
measure from one individual.

Your Committee finds that in order to address hazards to
public health, safety, and welfare, Hawali's laws relating to
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weapons need to be clarified, updated, and revised. While the use
of a firearm in the commission of a felony is already prohibited
under state law, there is a need to also prohibit the use of
firearms in misdemeanor offenses. Additionally, prohibitions
regarding deadly or dangerous weapons, switchblade knives, and
butterfly knives must be updated.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Deleting language that would have prohibited a person
from intentionally using or threatening to use a firearm
while engaged in the commission of a separate
misdemeanor offense;

(2) Clarifying that the term "misdemeanor" does not include
a petty misdemeanor under the offense of carrying of a
firearm in the commission of a separate misdemeanor;

(3) Prohibiting the concealed carry of a deadly or dangerous
weapon, switchblade knife, or butterfly knife in a bag
or other container carried by a person;

(4) Changing the effective date to July 1, 3000, to
encourage further discussion; and

(5) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
' purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs that is attached to this
report, your Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of
H.B. No. 2342, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass
Second Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 2342, H.D.
1, and be placed on the calendar for Third Reading.
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Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Judiciary &
Hawaiian Affairs,

DaiAlnas

DAVID A. TARNAS, Chair
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State of Hawaii L
House of Representatives ‘6 2 ?
The Thirty-second Legislature R “n (

Record of Votes of the Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs

Bill/Resolution No.: : Committ’e’e! Referral: Date:
RI2Y2 T WA 2 22t

O The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: [J Pass, unamended (as is) B/Pass, with amendments (HD) O Hold
O  Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

JHA Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1.

TARNAS, David A. (C)

2. TAKAYAMA GreggvO | ~— | [ [
4. GANADENSomy | — | | | |
s HOLTDamel | — | | | |
6. ICHIYAMALinda | | [ [~
7. ILAGAN.Gregeor | _— | | | |
8._KONG,SamSatorw | | [ | _~
9. MIVAKETysnk. | — | | [ |

10. SOUZA, Kanani —
TOTAL (10) -7 — — -
The recommendation is: %dopted O Not Adopted
If joint referral, did not support recommendation.

committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair's or designee's signature: &X\W \-/‘/\-/
v U U

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk's Office Duplicate (Pink) - HMSO






