STAND. COM. REP. NO. “‘&( -24

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB {5 - 2024

RE: H.B. No. 2131
H.D. 1

Honorable Scott K. Saiki

Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Second State Legislature
Regular Session of 2024

State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Agriculture & Food Systems, to which was
referred H.B. No. 2131 entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO THE TWO-LINED SPITTLEBUG,"
begs leave to report as follows:
The purpose of this measure is to:
(1) Appropriate funds for the Department of Agriculture to:
(A) Mitigate and control infestations of the two-lined

spittlebug and undertake recovery efforts for lands
damaged by the two-line spittlebug; and

(B) Take measures to reduce the population of the two-
lined spittlebug and to assist in recovery efforts;
and

(2) Require the Department of Agriculture to submit a report

to the Legislature prior to the Regular Session of 2025.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Department of Land and Natural Resources; Department of

Agriculture; University of Hawai‘i System; Big Island Invasive
Species Committee; Larry Jefts Farms, LLC; Hawai‘i Forest Industry
Association; Hawai‘i Food+ Policy; Ulupono Initiative; Hawaii
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Cattlemen's Council; Hawai‘i Farm Bureau; Coordinating Group on
Alien Pest Species; Sierra Club of Hawai‘i; and four individuals.

Your Committee finds that the two-lined spittlebug is an
invasive insect that destroys key forage grasses used by the
livestock ranching industry. Because livestock ranching is a
highly productive and extremely valuable industry in the State, it
.is crucial that the State address the threat of the two-lined
spittlebug and restrict its spread, which could cause further harm
to Hawaii's livestock industry, employment, and food security.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Changing the effective date to July 1, 3000, to
encourage further discussion; and

(2) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

Your Committee respectfully requests your Committee on
Finance, should it deliberate on this measure, to consider
requiring the Department of Agriculture to report to the
Legislature on its progress to reduce the population of the two-
lined spittlebug and assist in recovery efforts.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Agriculture & Food Systems that is attached to this
report, your Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of
H.B. No. 2131, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass
Second Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 2131, H.D.
1, and be referred to your Committee on Finance.
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Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Agriculture & Food
Systems,

Coe_ (&5

CEDRIC ASUEGA GATES, Chair




State of Hawaii
House of Representatives H 6 44' 4
The Thirty-second Legislature CR “ Z

Record of Votes of the Committee on Agriculture & Food Systems

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:
HB2|2) haR ,tiN Fev- 12,2024

O The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: [J Pass, unamended (as is) B'/Pass, with amendments (HD) O Hold
O  Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

AGR Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

v

4. LOWEN, Nicole | : : : . . .
n———

7. WARD, Gene

1. GATES, Cedric Asuega (C)

TOTAL(7) % l
The recommendation is: [Q/Adopted 0O Not Adopted
If joint referral, did not support recommendation.

; A:omrmttee achnym(s) N

Vice Chair's or designee's signature: M\ A?é)g/V/\

Distribution: Original (White) — Commlttee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk's Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO




