STAND. COM. REP. No.m -24

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB 29 , 2024

RE: H.B. No. 1767
H.D. 1

Honorable Scott K. Saiki

Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Second State Legislature
Regular Session of 2024

State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs, to which was
referred H.B. No. 1767, H.D. 1, entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO SCHOOL BUS SERVICES,"
begs leave to report as follows:
The purpose of this measure is to:

(1) Authorize the use of motorcoaches, small buses, and vans
for school bus services if certain conditions are met;
and

(2) Appropriate funds to the Department of Education for the
purchase of motorcoaches, small buses, and vans for
school bus services.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Department of Transportation; Oahu Metropolitan Planning
Organization; and Hawaii State Teachers Association. Your
Committee received comments on this measure from the Department of
Education.

Your Committee finds that the Department of Education
provides bus services in neighborhoods across the State to ensure
broad access to educational opportunities for Hawaii's students.
Your Committee further finds that the continuing shortage of
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qualified school bus drivers in Hawaii has forced the suspension
or partial suspension of student bus transportation serxrvices at
ten high schools on Oahu and four schools on Kauai in the 2023-
2024 school year.

Your Committee further finds that the Governor issued an
emergency proclamation in August 2023 to address the shortage of
school bus drivers in the State by allowing the Department of
Transportation to grant exemptions for the use of vehicles other
than school buses to transport students. Specifically, this and
subsequent related emergency proclamations allow drivers
possessing a commercial driver's license with an endorsement
authorizing the driving of vehicles carrying passengers to
transport students using vehicles other than school vehicles.
This measure will help alleviate the lack of school bus drivers in
Hawaii by making the exemption permanent.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs that is attached to this
report, your Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of
H.B. No. 1767, H.D. 1, and recommends that it pass Third Reading.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Judiciary &
Hawaiian Affairs,

o

DAVID A. TARNAS, Chair
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State of Hawaii

House of Representatives l_‘s m "', $2.24

The Thirty-second Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs

Bill/Resoluiiin‘l3 No.:\ ’_}é’.} HD 1 ComnﬁtteeERBfﬁ‘:'z:l): H A Date: 2 [ Y /w

O  The committee is reconsidering }ts previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: m/ Pass, unamended (asis) [ Pass, with amendments (HD) [ Hold
O  Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

JHA Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused
/

1. TARNAS, David A. (C)

2. TAKAYAMA, Gregg (VC)

3. EVSLIN, Luke A.

4. GANADEN, Sonny

5. HOLT, Daniel

6. ICHIYAMA, Linda

7. ILAGAN, Greggor

8. KONG, Sam Satoru

9. MIYAKE, Tyson K.

10. SOUZA, Kanani

TOTAL 10) 7 3! _ 3

The recommendation is: d Adopted O Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
commiittee acronym(s)

g MM?;W
Vice Chair's or designee's signature: l K . A

Distribution: Original (White) - Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Cle;f<'s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO




