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Hawai‘i State Energy Office (HSEO) offers comments on SB 3010, SD1, that requires

the Department of Business, Economic Development, and Tourism to direct the Hawai'i

State Energy Office, and work with utility companies and other renewable energy

developers, on all applicable planning, leasing, and permitting processes to expedite the

development of renewable energy resources.

HSEO appreciates the intent of the measure to broaden the title of section 196-

41 from “renewable portfolio standards,” which pertains to electricity generation, to a

broader scope, that of “renewable energy projects and renewable portfolio standards,”

in other words, fuel production.

However, the section on page 2, lines 9-13, pertaining to DBEDT directing HSEO

to work with utility companies and other renewable energy developers is unnecessary,

as such activities are authorized by the Legislature directly to the Hawai’i State Energy
Office and Chief Energy Officer in Hawai'i Revised Statutes (HRS) Sections 196-71 and

196-72 (emphasis in “bold” added):
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Section 196-71, subsection (a), states, “The purpose of the Hawaii state energy
office shall be to promote energy efficiency, renewable energy, and clean
transportation to help achieve a resilient clean energy economy.”

Section 196-71, subsection (b), states, “The Hawaii state energy office shall...
Provide analysis and planning to actively develop ... renewable energy ... with the
legislature, public utilities commission, state agencies, and other relevant
stakeholders... Provide renewable energy... project deployment facilitation to
assist private sector project completion ... Engage the private sector ... to achieve
renewable energy ... goals...”

Finally, section 196-72, subsection (d), states that the chief energy officer shall
“Facilitate the efficient, expedited permitting of energy efficiency, renewable energy,
clean transportation, and energy resiliency projects by coordinating and aligning state
and county departments and agencies to support, expedite, and remove barriers to
deployment of energy initiatives and projects.”

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.
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Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Moriwaki, and Members of the Committee:

MEASURE: S.B. No. 3010 SD1
TITLE: RELATING TO RENEWABLE ENERGY.

DESCRIPTION: Requires the Department of Business, Economic Development, and
Tourism to direct the Hawaii State Energy Office, and work with utility companies and
other renewable energy developers, on all applicable planning, leasing, and permitting
processes to expedite the development of renewable energy resources. (SD1)

POSITION:

The Public Utilities Commission (“Commission”) offers the following comments for
consideration.

COMMENTS:

The Commission appreciates the intent of this measure to direct the Hawaii State Energy
Office to help facilitate development of renewable energy resources to achieve the State’s
efforts to achieve its renewable energy goals. The Commission recognizes that more
streamlined processes for planning, leasing, and permitting would promote the production
of clean electricity and understands that generators of renewable energy play an
important role in the State’s transition to renewable energy. Additional support on these
issues could attract new and more developers to the state, which would lead to a more
robust market and better outcomes for Hawaii’s residents.

The Commission observes that there may be issues to work out to further develop the
State’s renewable energy resources and achieve the intent of this measure to facilitate
the private sector’s attainment of renewable portfolio standards. The Commission
respectfully defers to the Department of Business, Economic Development, and Tourism
and the Hawaii State Energy Office as to the implementation of this measure.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure.
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Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Moriwaki and members of the committee,

Hawaii Gas supports SB 3010, which requires the Department of Business, Economic
Development, and Tourism to direct the Hawaii State Energy Office, and work with utility
companies and other renewable energy developers, on all applicable planning, leasing, and
permitting processes to expedite the development of renewable energy resources.

Since 1904, Hawaii Gas has been a pioneer in the gas industry. Hawaii Gas is again at the
leading edge of our industry given our integration of both renewable natural gas (RNG) and
hydrogen into our fuel supply mix and distributing it through our utility pipeline system. Hawaii
Gas plays a vital role in Hawaii’s energy portfolio by providing clean, reliable, and cost-effective
energy to over 70,000 customers on all islands, all of whom depend on the company for water
heating, cooking, drying, and other commercial and industrial applications. Hawaii Gas
continues to look towards new, innovative, and economic ways to incorporate renewable
energy sources while also reducing our greenhouse gas emissions.

State support is critical in delivering renewable energy projects in the energy, transportation,
and aviation sectors, which can help to achieve the state’s decarbonization policy goals.

The facilitation to expeditiously develop renewable energy resources is urgently needed in the
planning, leasing, and permitting processes to navigate redundant and delayed processes that
often hinder the efficient delivery of renewable energy projects, which ultimately affects the
ratepayers and consumers. This focused approach will not only help attract greater investment
in clean energy infrastructure but also create jobs, stimulate economic growth, and bolster
energy resilience statewide.

We urge you to support SB 3010, which will help accelerate Hawaii's journey towards a cleaner,
more sustainable energy future.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.
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