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Aloha, and Happy New Year!

As we begin 2013, | hope that you and your families are in good health and eager
for opportunities that may come your way in the months ahead.

My last newsletter was published in November, and the several weeks that have
passed since then have been eventful and even historic for our state. In these pages,
you will find information and photos to recap some of those events, the activities of
the legislature even before we officially went into our current session, and a look at
some of the community events in which | was pleased to participate.

| must note that we will soon welcome the  Year of the Snake in the Asian lunar calendar cycle.
According to tradition, those born under this sign are insightful, influential and motivated. It is said also
that the year should be a period of prosperity and peace. These are all positive indicators, and | take
them as encouraging signs that we will have a productive legislative session with a minimum of dissension

Again this year, | will be at our Neighborhood Board and other community
meetings and always look forward to joining you in the many special events that
celebrate our successes and strengthen our shared traditions. The legislative
process can only be meaningful if we lawmakers hear from you about how we
can best serve your needs. | welcome your calls and emails with comments and
suggestions; my staff and | are ready to help in any way we can.
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A State memorial
for U.S. Senator
Daniel K. Inouye,
one of a few
distinguished
Hawaii citizens so
honored at the
State Capitol.
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Opening Day - Twenty -seventh Ha
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Opening Day is largely a ceremonial eventyut it follows
several weeks of legislative hearings during which lawmakers
explore the performance of State agencies during the past year
and learn of priorities that will be the focus of our budget
deliberations over the next few weeks.




nall State Legislature

At left, our day began with heartfelt prayer offered by
Danny Kaleikini and an address from our nev$enate
President Donna Mercado Kim. Behind President Kim is
former Senate PresidenShan Tsutsuiwh o i S now
Lieutenant Governor, and former Lieutenant Governor
Brian Schatzzn ow Hawai i 6s senior U

Above, special guests, including my sistdreilani Sakai
(in the white jacket), and my sisteCindy Asuncion and her
husband Frank, also in the front row, joined me on the floor ,
of the Senate. | proudly took the oath of office (at right) togs
begin my third term as a member of the Senate.

It is an honor and a privilege to have been elected, and
pledge my best efforts and full attention to addressing the
needs of the State and the 18th Senatorial District.

Dozens of friends, supporters
and wellwishers stopped by my
office during the day. | was so
pleased to be able to visit with the
severalPrincipals from the Waipahu
Complex of public schools that so
many youngsters from District 18 are
attending.

My Capitol office (room 228) is
always open to visitors, and |
welcome the opportunity to meet
with you to learn of your concerns.

Please to not hesitate to call or
stop by to chat.
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