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As the legislative session continues, | would like to share highlights from the many
meaningful events and engagements over the past month. It has been a productive and
fast-moving session, and | am pleased to report that a number of my measures are
advancing through the process. These bills reflect ongoing efforts to improve our public
education system, honor members of our community, and ensure responsible stewardship
of public resources. | remain committed to advocating for policies that serve our students,
families, and broader community.

e SB2613 - RELATING TO PUBLIC SCHOOL LAND TRANSFER: Revises tax map key
numbers and the conveyance process by which identified properties are conveyed to
KI DAN I the Department of Education and clarifies that land dispositions of school buildings,
facilities, and grounds made by the DOE shall not require approval from the Board of
Land and Natural Resources when these dispositions are for periods exceeding one
Senate Vice year.
President e SB2614 - RELATING TO EDUCATION: Authorizes the Department of Education to award
a high school diploma to qualified persons who did not receive a high school diploma
as a result of compulsory or voluntary induction into the Armed Services of the United
Vice Chair States or whose high school education was interrupted due to wartime practices
during World War 11, the Korean War, or the Vietnam War.
e SB2615 - RELATING TO SCHOOL CAFETERIA MEAL COSTS: Requires the Department of
Education to charge not less than one-quarter of the cost of preparing a school meal
for each school meal.

Committee on
Education

Member | am pleased to share that all three of these bills have successfully passed through the
Committee on Senate and are now in the House, where they will be heard in committee and considered
Ways and Means for a full vote. As they continue to move through the legislative process, | remain
committed to advocating for their success and ensuring they reflect the needs of our
community. If you would like to stay up to date on hearings and learn more about these

bills, please visit: https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/.

Last month, the Hawai‘i State Board of Education adopted a new statewide student cell
phone policy to create clear and consistent expectations across public schools, with the
Hawai‘i Department of Education set to develop detailed implementation guidelines with

R eaa e vl the policy set to take effect in the 2026-2027 school year. Under the policy:
digital newslgtters, emi\jl
S\fwi‘t'ﬁayg'gfﬁg}xgﬁ'a"ngd° . El.ementary.schools: ;ell phone use is not alloweq during school ho.u rs.
mailing address. ¢ Middle and intermediate schools: Cell phone use is not allowed during school hours.
¢ High schools: Cell phone use is not allowed during instructional time. Schools may
decide how phones can be used outside of class time, such as before and after school,

during lunch, recess, and other breaks.
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