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Alsha Friends and Neighbers,

With the 33rd Legislative Session well underway, I’'m pleased to share key developments
from our work in the Senate, along with updates pertaining to education. The Senate
Education and Higher Education committees held its first hearings, where we discussed
vital issues impacting our students and educators. | highly encourage you to participate
in the conversation by submitting public testimony. This session, | am prioritizing
legislation that directly supports our students, teachers, and families. Among my key bills:

e SB1300 SD1 - ALICE Meal Subsidies: Ensures students from asset-limited, income-
constrained, employed (ALICE) households receive meal subsidies, addressing gaps
in access to proper nutrition for families who do not qualify for free or reduced-price
lunches.

e SB1391 SD1 - Classroom Supplies for Teachers: Continues funding for the
Department of Education’s DonorsChoose app, allowing the public to support
teachers by donating to classroom projects and essential supplies.

e SB598 SD1 - Hawai‘i Hope Card Program: Establishes a program within the
Department of the Attorney General to issue hope cards to individuals with long-term
protective orders, providing a convenient way to access critical information.

Last month, | had the privilege of attending the 2025 Hawai‘i State of the State Address,
where Governor Josh Green outlined the administration’s priorities for the year ahead.
Education remains a critical focus, and | look forward to collaborating with my colleagues
to ensure meaningful progress for our students and educators. I’'m also proud of our state
public school students as they recently wrapped up the Secondary Student Conference.
We also recognized the 30-year anniversary of charter school law in Hawai‘i by presenting
the Charter School Commission with a certificate during a Senate floor session.

As we navigate the first set of legislative deadlines, my hope is that we continue working
together to strengthen educational opportunities for all of Hawai‘i. Mahalo for your
support and engagement!
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