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Alsha Friends and Neighbers,

A new year means the start of a new Legislative Session at our Hawai‘i State Capitol,
and | am proud to continue serving you as your Senator for District 18.

In 2025, one of my top educational priorities is to create a safe, effective learning
environment for students, which includes improving school facilities and integrating
technology to support diverse educational needs. Additionally, My colleagues and | are
aiming to strengthen teacher and staff retention by developing recruitment pipelines
through partnerships with middle and high schools, community colleges, and the
University of Hawai‘i. I'd also like to ensure long-term success for both students and
educators by aligning academic pathways with workforce demands. Through fostering
statewide collaboration and offering professional development, we can help educators
succeed. We are working to improve student achievement by aligning curricula with real-
world relevance, supporting Career and Technical Education (CTE) programs, and
ultimately preparing students for the workforce to strengthen Hawai‘i’s economy.

I’m also pleased to share recent events I’'ve had the pleasure of attending or taking part
in, like Opening Day, the Chamber of Commerce Hawai‘i’s event centered on students,
and the E Ho‘owaiwai E Awards that recognized the Women’s Prison Project. The
Women'’s Legislative Caucus (WLC) legislative package was introduced this month as
well, as a way to demonstrate us forging ahead with addressing issues that affect
underserved populationsin our communities.

I always look forward to working with you to address the issues that matter most, and
ensure a brighter future for our district and for Hawai‘i.

(o
As Chair of the Senate Education Committee, | enjoy
seeing our youth being introduced to the legislative
process through visiting our State Capitol.
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Opening Day is always a special time for me,
especially since | get the chance to have family,
friends, and my hardworking staff join me on the
Senate Chamber Floor.
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