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Alsha Friends and Neighbers,

We are halfway through the legislative session, and | am very happy to share the latest
updates and highlights from our community. We continue to focus on key priorities that
will impact our families, schools, and businesses. Education remains at the forefront of
our work, as we advocate for funding and policies that strengthen our public schools and
support our dedicated teachers. Our students deserve the best opportunities to succeed,
and | am committed to ensuring that our education system remains strong and well-
resourced.

The highlight of March is the Education Week celebration at the Capitol. This annual
event, traditionally held during the Department of Education’s Spring Break, is co-
sponsored by myself and Representative Justin Woodson. The event is dedicated to
recognizing the exceptional educators, students, administrators, and staff who make a
positive impact on our public education system. It also serves as a time of appreciation
and reflection on the strides we’ve made in supporting our schools. Each day of
Education Week, outstanding individuals are honored on the Senate and House floors,
including the State Teacher of the Year, National Blue Ribbon Schools, and Principals and
Assistant Principals of the Year. Their dedication and excellence are what drive us to
continue advocating for stronger policies, better resources, and equitable opportunities
for all students in Hawai‘i. In addition to these well-deserved recognitions, Education
Week featured interactive events such as the Friends of the Library Book Fair, an
educational policy booth by the Hawai‘i State Teachers Association, and the Hawai‘i
Public Education Student Showcase. These gatherings provided an invaluable
opportunity for educators, students, and the community to engage in meaningful
discussions about the future of education in our state.

March has also been an eventful month; highlighting the importance of community safety
and consumer protection during the National Consumer Protection Week Fair at the
Capitol. The week provided an opportunity for learning how important it is to equip our
residents with the tools they need to make informed decisions and protect their rights.

| also was privileged to attend the HHSAA and Seattle Seahawks’ free girls flag football
camp, and | couldn’t be more excited for the opportunities this brings to young athletes
across our state. With roughly 300 girls statewide participating in this two-day event, it’s
clear that there is incredible enthusiasm for the inaugural HHSAA girls’ flag football
season! As an athlete myself growing up, | know firsthand the value of sports in building
confidence, leadership, and lifelong friendships. These camps are a fantastic way for high
school girls to sharpen their skills, learn the game, and be part of something historic.

Mahalo for giving me the opportunity to serve Mililani and Waipahu and I look forward to
continuing to advocate for my community and for education this legislative session.
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