
Sealing & Expunging  
State Court Records



Arrest vs. Conviction Records

ARRESTS CONVICTIONS

Arrest– when a person is taken into custody by law 
enforcement for suspicion of a criminal act.

Conviction – a verdict or finding of guilt in a criminal trial or a 
plea of guilty or no contest to a criminal charge issued by the 
court.

Arrest Records – are owned and maintained by the arresting 
agency and the statewide repository of adult criminal history 
record information. 

Arrest Records are expunged by Department of the Attorney 
General under Chapter 831-3.2, Hawaii Revised Statutes.

Chapter 831-3.2 only applies to Non-Conviction arrest 
records.

Examples: 
- No court case initiated by a prosecuting agency
- Court case opened but case resulted in a not guilty verdict
- Court case opened but case dismissed 

Court Case Record – include filed documents, court orders, 
including case disposition, convictions, dismissals, etc. 

Convictions are only expunged under the following statutory 
provisions:

§291E-0064(e)  Operating a vehicle after consuming a 
measurable amount of alcohol; persons under the age of 21

§706-622.5 Sentencing for first-time drug offender

§706-622.8 First-time drug offender prior to 2004

§706.622.9 Sentencing for first-time property offender

§712-1200 Commercial Sexual Exploitation



Sealing a Court Record after an Arrest Record is Expunged 
(No Conviction) HRS § 831-3.2(f)
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Effects of Sealing a Court Record

• Judiciary case records are no longer accessible to the public.
• The court case record may not be accessed by interested parties without a subsequent court order.
• DOES NOT remove arrest and/or case record from third-party public record search engines and/or platforms.
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Helpful Resources https://histatelawlibrary.com/faq/sealingcourtrecords-faq/





Expunging a Court Conviction Record 
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Statutory Eligibility

§291E-0064(e) Operating a vehicle after consuming a measurable amount of alcohol; persons under the age of twenty-one
§706-622.5 Sentencing for first-time drug offender
§706-622.8 First-time drug offender prior to 2004
§706.622.9 Sentencing for first-time property offender
§712-1200 Commercial Sexual Exploitation



eCourt Kokua
Judiciary Case Search
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Name search result after court case is SEALED 

Name search using eCourt Kokua
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