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Fiscal Implications:  This measure may impact the priorities identified in the Governor’s 1 

Executive Budget Request for the Department of Health’s (Department) appropriations and 2 

personnel priorities. 3 

Department Testimony:  The Department supports with comments this measure that amends 4 

Act 153, Session Laws of Hawaiʻi 2022, to appropriate additional funds for the cesspool 5 

compliance pilot grant program for fiscal year 2024-2025 and to establish positions to continue 6 

to implement the pilot grant program. 7 

The Department notes that increasing the grant amount may cause complications for and 8 

issues with homeowners who received or will receive $20,000 grants from the previous cesspool 9 

compliance pilot grant program.  Should the Legislature increase the grant amount to $30,000, 10 

the Department respectfully requests an increase of $10,000, as applicable or eligible, for each of 11 

the initial cesspool compliance pilot grant program recipients and participants. 12 

Offered Amendments: The Department respectfully suggests the following revisions to the 13 

proposed HRS amendments.  Additions appear as underlined and deletions appear as strikeouts. 14 

SECTION 3 [sic], Page 2, lines 4-7: “(1) The cesspool is located in an area identified as 15 

priority level 1 or 2 in the University of Hawaii’s 2022 Hawaii cesspool hazard assessment and 16 

prioritization tool;” 17 

SECTION 3 [sic], Page 2, lines 14-19: “(f) The department of health shall grant awards 18 

not to exceed $30,000$20,000 based on receipts of payment submitted under subsection (e) (4); 19 

provided that cesspools that have been upgraded or converted to a director of health-approved 20 

wastewater system before the passing of this Act shall not be eligible for this grantJuly 1, 2022. 21 
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 SECTION 3, Page 4, lines 1-7: “There is appropriated out of the general revenues of the 1 

State of Hawaii the sum of $151,000$249,000 or so much thereof as may be necessary for fiscal 2 

year 2024-2025 for the establishment of twothree full-time equivalent (2.03.0 FTE) permanent 3 

positions comprising one program specialistengineer V position and, one plannerengineer IV 4 

position, and one accountant IV position within the cesspool compliance pilot grant project 5 

established by Act 153, Session Laws of Hawaii 2022.” 6 

 SECTION 4, Page 4, lines 10-14: “There is appropriated out of the general revenues of 7 

the State of Hawaii the sum of $5,000,000$5,249,000 or so much thereof as may be necessary for 8 

fiscal year 2024-2025 for the cesspool compliance pilot grant project established by Act 153, 9 

Session Laws of Hawaii 2022.” 10 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.11 

 



Aloha Chair, Vice Chair, and members of the committee, 

Hulu Mamo Hawaiian Civic Club stands in support of SB2360. 

Hulu Mamo Hawaiian Civic Club appreciates this grant program and the fact that this allows DHHL 

lessees, especially those with a household income of less than 140% AMI, helping those that really need 

the funds to have be able to convert their cesspools into something more environmentally friendly. 

We do also want to note that while this grant program does help those in need, it still misses one critical 

component, those who can’t afford to cover the initial costs of the cesspool conversion and wait to be 

reimbursed.  Many in Hawaii are living paycheck-to-paycheck and are not able to cover an extra $20,000-

$30,000 in expenses and still have money to put food on the table, especially a family below 140% of 

AMI.   

Hulu Mamo HCC suggests an amendment to allow the program to provide a qualifying note that can be 

provided to the contractor to show that the applicant qualifies for the grant, and that note can be used by 

the engineer and contractors to execute on the work and receive payment via the grant when the work is 

completed.  This would allow someone without the means to pay for the cost of the work upfront to get 

the conversion work done.   

This idea is supported by the Association of Hawaiian Civic Clubs and would help many families convert 

their cesspool, even though they don’t have the means to do so by utilizing the grant funds. 

Attached is the resolution supporting this idea, passed by the Association of Hawaiian Civic Clubs on 

October 21, 2023 at their annual convention in Kālia, Waikīkī, Oʻahu. 

Mahalo nui loa for your time and consideration. 

Keoni Shizuma 
President, Hulu Mamo Hawaiian Civic Club 
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SB 2360 – RELATING TO CESSPOOL CONVERSIONS. 
 
Chair Gabbard, Vice Chair Richards, and Members of the Committee: 
 
The University of Hawai‘i Sea Grant College Program and UH Water Resources 
Research Center support SB 2360.  
 
Cesspools are a major environmental and human health issue in this state, and the 
Cesspool Compliance Pilot Grant Project is an incredibly important tool for addressing 
the myriad of impacts of cesspools in Hawai‘i. The financial burden of cesspool 
conversion makes it prohibitive for some individuals and families, so having a grant 
program that will provide funding makes the conversion process accessible to all. 
Increasing the funding amount and providing funding for two full time positions to assist 
with this program is a valuable first step in addressing the accessibility challenges of 
cesspool conversion. We hope to see the state increase the funding available, as well 
as the number of positions created to support this program and process in the future.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure. 
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